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Estimate of the Philosophical Character 
of the Antagonists of Holtws. 
[From Dissertation I. by Dugald Stewart, 

prefixed to Supplement to Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Vol I. p. 65—71.} 
UDWORTH?® was one of the 
first who successfully combate 
this new philosophy. As Hobbes, in 
the frenzy of his political zeal, hod 
been led to sacrifice wantonly all the 
principles of religion and morality to 
the establishment of his conclusions, 
his works not only gave offence to the 
friends of liberty, Lin excited a general 
alarm among all sound moralists. His 
doctrine, in particular, that there is 
no natural distinction between right 
and wrong, and that these are de- 
pendent on the arbitraty will of the 
civil magistrate, was so obviously 
subversive of all the commonly re- 
ceived ideas concerning the moral 
constitution of human nature, that it 
became indispensably necessary, either 
to expose the sophistry of the attempt, 
or to adinit, with Hobbes, that man 
is a beast of prey, incapable of being 
governed by ‘any motives but fear, 
and the desire of self-preservation. 
Between some of these tenets of the 
courtly Hobbists, and those incul- 
cated by the Cromwellian) Antino- 
™ians, there was a very extraordinary 
and unfortunate coincidence ; the lat- 
ter insisting, that, in expectation of 
Christ's second coming, “ the obliga- 
tions of morality and natural law were 
suspended ; that the elect, guided 
by an internal principle, more perfect 
and divine, were superior to the leg- 
garly elements of justice and huma- 
nity." It was she object of Cud- 
worth to vindicate, against the assaults 
of both parties, the immutability of 
rooral distinctions. 


® Born 1617, dicd 1688. 

+ Hume.——For a more particular 

eccount of the English Antinomians, Sce 
Mosheim, Vol. IV. p. 534, et seq. 
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In the prosecution of his very able 
argument on this subject, Caudworth 
displays a rich store of enlightened 
am choice erudition, penetrated 
throumhout with a peculiar vein: of 
sobered and subdued Platonism, from 
whence sone. German systems, which 
have attracted no sinall notice in our 
own times, will be found, when 
stripped of their deep neological dis- 
guise, to have borrowed their most 
valuable materials.J 

7 The mind (according to Cudworth) 
perceives, by occasion of outward objects, 
as much more than is represented to it by 
sense, os a learned man does in the best 
written book, thay an illiterate person or 
brute, ‘“ To the eyes of both, the same 
characters will appear; but the learned 
man, in those characters, will see beaten, 
earth, sun, and stars; read profoun 
theorems of philosophy or geometry ; learn 
a great deal of new kuowledge from them, 
and admire the wisdom of the com r 
wiiile, to the other, nothing a t 
black strokes drawn on white paper. ML 
reason of which is, that the wittd of the 
one is furnished with certain previous in- 
ward anticipations, ideas, and instrue- 
tion, that the other wants.”’——“‘ Jn the 
room of this book of Auwmen crampene 
let us now substitute the book of Nature, 
written all over with the characters and 
impressions of divine wisdom and goad- 
ness, but legible only to an. intellectual 
eye. To the sense both of man and brute, 
there appears nothing else in it, but, as ia 
the other, so many inky scrawls ; that 
nothing but figures and colours. But 
mind, which hath a participation of the 
divine wisdom that made it, upom,occa- 
sion of those sensible delineations, exert- 
ing its own inward activity, will have not 
only a wonderful scene, and large pros- 
pects of other thoughts laid open before it, 
and variety of knowledge, bogie mathe- 
matical, and moral displayed; ale 
clearly read the divine wisdom and good- 
ness in every page of this great volume, as 
it were written in large and legible cha- 
recters.”” 


I do not pretend to be an adept in the 
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Another coincidence between the 
Hobbists and the Antinomians, may 
be remarked in their common zeal for 
the scheme of necessity ; which both of 
them stated in such a way as to be 
equally inconsistent with the moral 
agency of man, and with the moral 
attributes of God.* ‘The strongest of 
all presumptions against this scheme is 
afforded by the other tenets with 
which it is almost universally com- 
bined ; and accordingly, it was very 
shrewdly observed by Cudworth, that 
the licentious system which flourished 
in his time, (under which title, I pre- 
sume, he comprehended the immoral 
tenets of the fanatics, as well as of the 





philosophy of Kant; but I certainly think 
I pay ita very high compliment, when I[ 
suppose, that, in the Critic of pure Rea- 
gon, the leading idea is somewhat analo- 
gous to what is so much better expressed 
im the foregoing passage. To Kant it was 
probably suggested by the following very 
acute and decisive remark of Leibnitz on 
Locke's Essay: ‘‘ Nempe, nibil est in 
intellectu, quod non fuerit in sensu, nisi 
tpse intellectus.”’ 

In justice to Aristotle, it may be here 
observed, that, although the general strain 
of his language is strictly conformable to 
the scholastic maxim just quoted, he does 
not scem to have altogether overlooked the 
important exception to it pointed out by 
Leibnitz. Indeed, this exception or limi- 
tation is very nearly a translation of 
Aristotle's words. Kai auros -dz vous 
yONTOS GOTIV, WOTEp TA vonTZ. Em 
ev aD TWY avev Odrs, TO avTs 
S7Tt TO yvo0uUvY Kai T5 VOOUILEYOY. 
* And the mind itself is an object of 
knowledge, as well as other things which 
ere intelligible. For, in immaterial 
beings, that which understands is the 
seme with that which is understood.” 
(De duima, Lib iii. cap. v.) I quote 
this very curious, and, I suspect, very 
little known sentence, in order to vindi- 
cate Aristotle against the misrepresenta- 
tions of some of his present idolaters, who, 
in their anxicty to secure to him all the 
credit of Locke's doctrine concerning the 
Origin of our Ideas, have overlooked the 
occasional traces whieh occur in his works, 
of that bigher and sounder philosophy in 
which he bad been educated. 

* “ The doctrines of fate or destiny 
were deemed by the Independents es<en- 
tial to all religion. In these rigid opi- 
wions, the whole sectarics, amidst all 
their other differences, ee - 
curred.” Ifume's History, chap. Ivii. 
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Hobbists), ** grew up» from the wy 
trine of the fatal necessity of all action: 
and events, as from its proper root.” 
The unsettled, and, at th as 
- . ra ’ e same time, 
disputatious period during which Cud- 
worth lived, afforded him eculiarly 
favourable _ Opportunities of judging 
from experience, of the practical ten. 
dency of this metaphysical dogma ; 
° . MN , 
and the result of his observations de. 
serves the serious attention of those 
who may be disposed to regard it in 
the light of a fair and hermit theme 
for the display of controversial subtilty, 
‘To argue, in this manner, against a 
speculative principle from its palpable 
effects, is not always so illogical as 
some authors have supposed. “ You 
repeat to me incessantly,” says Rous. 
sean to one of his correspondents, 
** that truth can never be injurious to 
the world. I myself believe so as 
firmly as you do; and it is for this 
very reason I am satisfied that your 
proposition is false." 
But the principal importance of 
Cudworth, as an ethical writer, arises 
from the influence of his argument 
concerning the immutability of right 
and wrong on the various theories of 
morals which appeared in the course 
of the eighteenth century. To this 
argument may, more particularly, be 
traced the origin of the celebrated 
question, Whether the principle of 
moral approbation is to be ultimately 
resolved ito reason, or mto sente 
ment ?—a question, which has fur- 
nished the chief ground of diflerenee 
between the systems of Cudworth aud 
of Clarke, on the one hand; and 
those of Shaftesbury, Hutcheson, 
Hume, and Smith, on the other. 
The Intellectual System of Cud- 
worth, embraces a field much wider 
ae his treatise of lomatere — 
he latter is particularly 
against the ethical doctrines of Hobbes, 
and of the Antinomians ; but 
former aspires to tear up by the roots 
all the principles, both physical and 
metaphysical, of the Epicurean phi- 
losophy. It is a work, ’ 
which reflects much honour on 
talents of the author, and still more 
on the boundless extent of his learn 





la 
+ “ Vous répétez sans cesse que 
vérité ne peut jamais faire de mal rr 
honnnes ; je le crois, et c'est pour me . 
preuve que ce que vous dites n'est pe © 
vérité.”’ ’ 
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ihe; but it is so ill suited to the taste 
of the present age, that, since the time 
of Mr. Harris and Dr. Price, I 
scarcely recollect the slightest refer- 
ence to it in the writings of our Bri- 
tish metaphysicians. Of its faults 
(beside the general disposition of the 
author to discuss questions placed 
altogether beyond the reach of our 
faculties), the most prominent is the 
wild hypothesis of a plastic nature ; or, 
in other words, ** of a vital and spi- 
ritual, but unintelligent and necessary 
agent, created by the Deity for the 
execution of his purposes.” —Notwith- 
standing, however, these, and many 
other abatements of its merits, the 
Intellectual System will for ever remain 
& precious mine of information to 
those whose curiosity may lead them 
to study the spirit of the ancient 
theories; and to t we may justly 
apply what Leibnitz has somewhere 
said, with far less*reason, of the works 
of the schoolmen, ‘ Scholasticos 
agnosco abundare ineptiis ; sed aurum 
est in illo carno.”* 

Before dismissing the doctrines of 
Hobbes, it may be worth while to 
remark, that alf his leading principles 
are traced by Cudworth to the remains 
of the ancient sceptics, by some of 
whom, as well as by Hobbes, they 
seem to have been adopted from a 
wish to flatter the uncontrolled pas- 
sions of sovereigns. Not that I am 
disposed to call in question the origi- 
nality of Hobbes ; for it appears, from 
the testimony of all his friends, that 
he had much less pleasure in reading 
than in thinking. “If 1 had read,” 
he was accustomed to say, ‘ as much 
as some others, I should have been as 
ignorant as they are.” But similar 
political circumstances invariably re- 
produce similar philosophical theo- 
ries; and it is one of the numerous 
disadvantages attending an inventive 
mind, not roperly urnished with 
acquired sesdbrtaation: to be con- 
tinually liable to a waste of its powers 
on subjects previously exhausted. 

The sudden tide of licentiousness, 
both in principles and in practice, 
which burst ‘into this island at the 
moment of the Restoration, conspired 

* The Jatellectual System was pub- 
ished in 1678. The 7reatise concerning 
Eternal and Immutable Morality did not 
appear till a considérable number of years 
after the author's death, 








with the paradoxes of Hobbes, and 
with the no less dangerous errors 
recently propagated among the people 
by their religious instructors, to turn 
the thoughts of sober and speculative 
men towards ethical disquisitions. 
The established clergy assumed a 
higher tone than before in their ser- 
mons ; sometimes employing them in 
combating that Epicurean and Ma- 
chiavellian philosophy which was then 
fashionable at court, and which may 
be always suspected to form the secret 
creed of the enemies of civil and 
religious liberty ;—on other occasions, 
to overwhelm, with the united force 
of argument and learning, the extra- 
vagancies by which the ignorant en- 
thusiasts of the preceding period had 
exposed Christianity itself to the scoffs 
of their libertine opponents. Among 
the divines who appeared at this era, 
it is impossible to pass over in silence 
the name of Barrow, whose theolo- 
gical works (adorned throughout by 
classical erudition, and by a vigorous, 
though unpolished eloquence), exe 
hibit, in every page, marks of the 
same inventive genius which, in ma- 
thematics, has secured to him a rank 
second alone to that of Newton. As 
a writer, he is equally distinguished 
by the redundancy of his matter, and 
by the pregnant brevity of his expres- 
sion ; but what more peculiarly cha- 
racterizes his manner, ts a_ certain 
air of powerful and of conscious fa- 
cility in the execution of whatever he 
undertakes. Whether the subject be 
mathematical, metaphysical, or theo- 
logical, he seems always to bring to it 
amind which feels itself supenor to 
the occasion; and which, in con 
tending with the greatest difficulties, 
* puts forth but hglf its strength.” 
He has somewhere spoken. of his 
Lectiones Mathematica (which it may, 
in passing, be remarked, display melas 
physical talents of the highest order), 
as extemporancous effusions of his 
pen; and I have no doubt that the 
same epithet is still more feral 
applicable to bis pulpit discourses, It 
is, indeed, only thus we can account 
for the variety and extent of bis volus 
minous remains, when. we-recolbect 
that the author diced at the age.of 
forty-six 4 


-_ 





+ In a note annexed to an English 
translation of the Cardinal Maurv’s Pria- 


ciples of Eloquence, it w stated, apon the 
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To the extreme rapidity with which 


Barrow commitied his thoughts to 
writing, I am inclined to ascribe the 
hasty and not altogether consistent 
opinions which he has hazarded on 
some important topics. I shall con- 
fine mnyself to a single example, which 
] select in preference to others, as it 
bears directly on the most interesting 
gf all questions connected with the 
theory of morals. ‘* If we scan,” says 
he, “ the particular nature, and search 
into the original causes of the several 
kinds of naughty dispositions in our 
souls, and of miscarriages in our lives, 
we shall find inordinate self-love to be 
a main ingredient, and a common 
source of them all; so that a divine of 
great name had some reason to affirm, 
—that original sin (or that innate dis- 
temper from which men _ generally 
become so very prone to evil, and 
averse to good), doth consist in self- 
love, disposing us to all kinds of irre- 
gularity and excess.” In another pas- 
sage, the same author expresses him- 
self thus: ‘* Reason dictateth and pre- 
scribeth to us, that we should have a 


sober regard to our true good and 
welfare ; to our best interests and solid 


content; to that which (all things 


being rightly stated, considered and 
computed) will, in the final event, 
prove most beneficial and satisfactory 
io us: a self-love working in prosecu- 
tion of such things, common sense 
cannot but allow and approve.” 

Of these two opposite and irrecon- 
cilable opinions, the latter is incom. 
parably the least wide of the truth; 
and accordingly Mr. Locke, and his 
innumerable followers, both in Eng- 
land and on the Continent, have 
maintained, that virtue and an en- 
lightened self-love are one and the 
same, 1 have quoted the two pas- 





authority of a manuscript of Dr. Dod- 
dridge, that most of Barrow’s sermons 
were transcribed three times, and some 
much oftener, They seem to me to con- 
tain very strong intrinsic evidence of the 
incorrectness of this anecdote-—Mr. Abra- 
bam Hill, (in his decount of the Life of 
Barrow, addressed to Dr. Tillotson), con- 
tents himself with saying, that ‘* Some 
of bis sermons were written four or five 
times over ;’’"—mentioning, at the same 
time, a circumstance which may account 
for this fact, in perfect consistency with 
what J have stated above,—that ‘‘ Barrow 
was very ready to dend bis sermons as often 
as desired.” 





sages here, merely to shew the very 
little attention that had been paid, at 
the era In question,, to ethical science, 
by one of the most learned and proc 
found divines of his age. This i ro 
s the 
more remarkable, as his works every 
where inculcate the purest lessons of 
practical morality, and evince a sin- 
gular acuteness and justness of eye in 
the observation of human character, 
Whoever compares the views of Bar- 
row, when he touches on the th 
of morals, with those opened about 
fifty years afterwards by Dr. Butler, 
in his Discourses on Human Nature, 
will be abundantly satisfied, that, in 
this science, as well as in others, the 
progress of the philosophical spirit 
during the intervening period was not 
inconsiderable. 

The name of WiLkins, (although 
he too wrote with some reputation 
against the Epicureans of his day), is 
now remembered. chiefly in conse. 
quence of his: treatises. concerning @ 
universal language anda real character. 
With all the ingenuity displayed in 
them, they cannot be considered as 
accessions of much value to science; 
and the long period since elapsed, 
during which no attempt has be 
made to turn them to any pract 
use, affords of itself no slight presamp- 
tion against the solidity of the project. 

A few years before the death of 
Hobbes, Dr. CuMBERLAND (alter- 
wards Bishop of Peterborough) pub- 
lished a book, entitled, De Legibus 
Natura, Disquisitio Philosophica; the 
principal aim of which was to cole 
firm and illustrate, in opposition 
Hobbes, the conclusions of Grotius, 
concerning Natural Law. ‘The work 
is executed with ability, and discovers 
juster views of the object of 
science, than -_~ modern system t 
had yet appeared ; the author resting 
the strength of his argument, not, as 
Grotius had done, on an accumu 
tion of authorities, but on the prince 
ples of the human frame, 4 
mutual relations of the human race. 
The circumstance, however, which 
chiefly entitles this publication to ow” 
notice is, that it seems to have , 
the earliest on the subjcet which at- 
tracted, in any considerable 
the attention of English 
From this time, the writings of 


tius and of Pufiendortit np Fy 
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generally studied, and soon atte 
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Scotland, the impression produced by 
them was more peculiarly remarkable. 
‘They were every where adopted as the 
best manuals of ethical and of political 
instruction that could be put into 
the hands of students; and gradually 
contributed to form that memorable 
school, from whence so many phi- 
losophers and philosophical historiaus 
were afterwards to procced. 

Free Speech on the Sulject of Reforma- 
tion, in the House ef Commons, in the 
Regn of Henry VIET. 1530. 

we extract the following very sin- 

ular speech, with the necessary preface, 
rom Cobtett’s Parliamentary History of 

England, 1. 501—506. It may be 

found also in less modern languaye, in 

Collier's Eccles. Hist. Aolio) I, 45—47. 

Collier makes this comment upon it ;— 

** This odd speech is not mentioned 

either by Hollingshead, Goodwin or 

Stow: neither does Lord Herbert tell 

us the person's name. All that I shall 

observe upon this Free-thinker is, that 
he gives too much liberty to private 
reason. His maxims are dangerous, 
and his scheme ill suited to the general 
capacity,” Ep.] 

ANY abuses which the laity re- 

ceived daily from the clergy were 
loudly complained of; and the king, 
being now willing that they should be 
atrietly inquired into, referred the re- 
dress thereof to the Commons in this 
parliament. Complaints also being 
made in that House against exactions 
for probats of testimonies and mor- 
twaries; for pluralities, non-residence, 
and against priests that were farmers of 
lands, tanners, wool-buyers, &c. the 

p meres were much offended at 

proceedings ; and, when the bills 
for ting these exorbitances were 
bronght before the House of Lords, 

John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 

made a remarkable h against 

them, of which the following is a copy, 
as it is printed ina small treatise on 
the life and death of that prelate, by 

Dr. Thomas Bailey. 

* My Lords—Here are certain bills 
exhibited against the clergy, wherein 
there are complaints made against the 
viciousness, idleness, rapacity and 
cruelty of bishops, abbots, priests and 


their officials. But, my Lords, are all 
vicious, all idle, all ravenous and cruel 
priests or bi ? And. for such as 


are such, are, not laws provided 
already against such? Is there any 


abuse that we do not seek to rectify? 
Or can there be such a rectification as 
that there shall be no abuses? Or are 
not clergymen to rectify the abuses of 
the clergy? Or shall men find fault 
with other mens’ manners while 
forget their own; and punish where 
they have no auihority to correct? If 
we be not executive in our laws, let 
each man sufler for his delinquency; 
or, if we have not power, aid us with 
your assistance, and we shall give you 
thanks. But, my Lords, I hear there 
is a motion made, that the small mo- 
nasterics should be given up into the 
king's hands, which makes me fear 
that it is not sv much the good as the 
goods of the church that is looked after. 
Truly, my Lords, how this may sound 
in your ears I cannot tell, but to me it 
appears no otherwise, than as if our 
holy mother the church were to be- 
come a bondmaid, and now brought 
into servility and thraldom; and 
little and little to be quite banished out 
of those doniiinniieaal which tho 
piety and liberality of our forefathers, 
as most bountiful benefactors, have 
conferred upon her. Otherwise, to 
what cendatietinenn portentous and cu- 
rious petitions from the Commons? 
To no other intent or purpose, but to 
bring the clergy in contempt with the 
laity, that they may seize their patri- 
mony. But, my Lords, beware of 
yourselves and your country; beware 
of your holy mother the Catholic 
church ; the people are subject to no- 
veltics, and Lutheranism spreads itself 
amongst us. Remember Germany 
and Bohemia, what miseries are bes 
fallen them already ; and let our neigh- 
bours’ houses that are now on fire teach 
us how to beware of our own disasters: 
Wherefore, my Lords, 1 will tell you 
plainly what | think ; that, except ye 
resist manfully, by your authorities, 
this violent heap of muschiefs offered 
by the Commons, you shall see all 
obedience first drawn from the clergy, 
and secondly from yourselves; and if 
you search into the true causes of all 
these mischiefs which reign amongst 
them, you shall find that they all arne 
through want of faith.’ 

The one authority tells us, oot 
this speech pleased or displeased severa 
of the House of Lords, as they were 
diversely inclined to forward or flawer 
the King’s designs. But none made a 

tout, but only the of Ner- 
folk, who said to the op, ‘' My 
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Lord: of Rochester, many of thgse 
words might have been well spared ; 
but I wist it is often seen that the 
greatest clerks are not always the wisest 
men.” To which the Bishop replied, 
“ My Lord, | do not remember any 
fools in my time that ever proved great 
clerks.” 

When the Commons heard of this 
speech, they conceived so great indig- 
nation against the Bishop, that they 
immediately sent theirSpeaker, Audley, 
attended with a number of the mem- 
bers, to complain of it to the King; 
and to let his Majesty know, “ how 
grievously they thought themselves in- 
yured thereby, for charging them with 
lack of faith, as if they had been infidels 
ot heretics,” &c. ‘To satisfy the Com- 
mons, the King sent for the Bishop of 
Rochester, and demanded of him why 
he spoke in sucha manner? The pre- 
late answered, ‘* that being in parlia- 
ment, he spake his mind freely in de- 
fence of the church, which he saw 
daily injured and oppressed by the 
vommon people, whose office it was, 
not to judge of her manners, much 
less to reform them. And _ therefore 
he said he thought himself in conscience 
bound to defend her in all that lay 
within his power.’ However, the 
King advised him “ to use his words 
more temperately another time.” 

But the injury the Commons thought 
they had received, by this reflection, 
was not so easily digested ; for, one of 
the members making use of the gospel 
doctrine so far, says Lord Herbert, as to 
take a reasonable liberty to judge of 
things; and being piqued at the Bishop 
for laying it all on ** want of faith,” 
stood up in that House and spoke to 
this eflect :* 

‘Mr. Speaxer—lIf none else but 
the Bishop. of Rochester or his adhe- 
rents did hold this language, it would 
less trouble me. But since so many 
religions and different sects, now con- 
spicuous in the whole world, do not 
only vindicate unto themselves the 
name of the true church, but labour 
betwixt invitations and threats for no- 
thing more than to make us resign our 
faith to a simple obedience ; T shall 
crave leave to propose, what | think fit 
in this case us laick and secular 
persons todo. Not that I will make 








* Lord Herbert hes not given us the 
name of this speaker. Hall says he was a 
grutieman of Ciray's-inn. - 
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my opinion any Tule to others when 
any better expedient shall be offered, 
but that I would be glad we considered 
hereof, as the greatest affair that doth 
or may concern us. For if in all hu. 
man actions it be hard to find that 
medium or even temper which may 
keep us from declining into extremes, 
it will be much more difficult in reli. 
gious worship; both as the path js 
supposed narrower, and the precipices 
more dangerous on every side. And 
because each man is created by Ged a 
free citizen of the -world, and’ obli 

to nothing so much as the inquiry of 
those means by which he may attain 
his everlasting happiness, it will be fit 
to examine to whose tuition and con- 
duct he commit himself. For as se- 
veral teachers, not only differing in 
language, habit, and ceremony, or at 
least in some of these, but peremp- 
tory and opposite in their doctrines, 
present themselves, much circumspec- 
tion must be used. Here then taking 
his prospect, he shall find these guides 
directing him to several ways, whereof 
the Ist yet extends no further than to 
the laws and religions of each man’s 
native soil or diocese, without passing 
those bounds. The 2nd, reaching 
much further, branches itself into that 
diversity of religions and philosophies, 
that not only are, but have been ex- 
tant in former times, wntil he be able 
to determine which is best. But in 
either of these, no little difficulties 
will occur. For, if each man ought 
to be secure of all that is taught at 
home, without inquiring further, how 
can he answer his conscience? When 
looking abroad, the terrors of ever- 
lasting damnation shall be denounced 
on him, by the several hierarehies and 
visible churches of the world, if he 
believe any doctrine but theirs. 

that, amongst these again, such 

and understanding persons may 
found, as in all other affairs will 

his teachers. Will it be fit that he 
believe God hath inspired his own 
church and #eligion only, and de 
serted the rest; when yet mankind is 
so much of one offspring, that it hah 
not only the same ‘ Pater comm 

in God, but is come all from the same 
carnal ancestors? Shall each man, 
without more examination, 4 
his priests in what religion we 
and when Ie hath done, call 
doctrine his faith? On the other 
side, if he must argue controversies 
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before he can be satisfied, how much 
leisure must he obtain? How much 
wealth and substance must he con- 
sume? How many languages must 
he learn? And how many authors 
must he read?) How many ages must 
he look into? How many faiths must 
he examine? How many expositions 
must he confer, and how many con- 
tradictions reconcile? How many 
countries must he wander into, and 
how many dangers must he run? 
Briefly, would not our life on these 
terms be a perpetual peregrination ; 
while each nan posted into the other's 
country to learn the way to heaven, 
without yet that he could say at last 
he had known or tried all? What 
remains then to be done? Must he 
take ali that each priest, upon pretence 
of inspiration, would teach him, be- 
cause it might be so; or, may he 
leave all because it might be other- 
wise? Certainly, to embrace all re- 
ligions, according to their various and 
repugnant rites, tenets, traditions, and 
fauhs, is impossible, when vet in one 
age it were not possible, after incre- 
dible pains and expences, to learn out 
and number them. Qa the other 
side, to reject ali religions indifferently 
is as impious, there being no nation 
that in some kind or other doth not 
voiship God; so that there will be a 
necessity to distinguish. Not yet that 
any man will be able, upon compari- 
son, to discern which is the perfectest, 
among the many professed in the 


whole world ;. cach of them being of 


that lange extent, that no man’s un- 
derstanding will serve to comprehend 
it in its uttermost latitude and signifi- 
cation. But, atleast, that every man 
might vindicate and sever in his _par- 
ticular religion, the more essential and 
demonstrative parts from the rest, 
without being moved so much at the 
threats and promises of any other re- 
ligion that would make him obnox- 
ious, as to depart from this way : there 
being no ordinary method so intelli- 
gible, ready, and compendious, for 
conducting each man to his desired 
end. Having thus therefore recol- 
lected himself, and together implored 
the assistance of that Supreme God 
whom all nations acknowledge, he 
must labour in the next place to find 
out what inward means his Provi- 
dence hath delivered, to discern the 
true not only from the false, but even 
from the likely and possible; each of 


them requiring a peculiar serutiny and 
consideration, Neither shall he fly 
thus to particular reason, which may 
soon lead him to heresy; bat afier @ 
due separation of the more doubtful 
and controverted parts, shall hold 
himself to common, authentic, and 
universal truths, and consequently 
inform himself, what in the several 
articles proposed to him is so tough, 
as if is first written in the heart, a 

meer delivered in all the laws and 
religions he can hear of in the whole 
world: this certainly can never de 
ceive him; since therein he shall find 
out how fur the impressions of God's 
wisdom and goodness are extant in all 
mankind, and to what his 
universal Providence hath dilated it- 
self; while thus ascending to God by 
the same steps he descends to us, he 
cannot fail to encounter the divine 
majesty. Neither ought it to trouble 
him if he find these truths variously 
complicated with difficulties or errors; 
since, without insisting on more points 
than what are clearly agreed on every 
side, it will be his part-to redace them 
into method and order; which also is 
not hard, they being bat few, and apt 
for connection: so that it will con- 
cern our several teachers to imitate us 
in this doctrine, before + come to 
any particular direction; Jest other- 
wise they do like thase who would 
persaade us to renounte day-light to 
study only by their candle. It will be 
worth the labour, assuredly, to in- 
quire how far these universal notions 
will guide us, before we commit our- 
selves to any of their abstruse and 
scholastic mysteries, or supervaturgl 
and private revelations. Not yet but 
that they also may challenge a just 
place in our belicf, when they are 
delivered upon warrantable testimony 5 
but that they cannot be understood as 
so indifferent and infallible — 
for the instruction of all manki " — 
Thus, among many supposed inferior 
and watstiolable cities, worshipped 
in the four quarters of the world, we 
shall find one chief so taught us, as 
above others to be highly reverenced. 
—Among many’ rites, ceremonies, 
volumes, &c. delivered us as ingtru- 
ments or parts of his worship, he shall 
find virtue so eminent, as it alone 
concludes and sums up the rest. In- 
somuch as there is no sacrament 
which is not cage Sy rye inte | 
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God, being such necessary and essen- 
tial vertical religion, that all the rest 
are finally closed and determined in 
them.—Among the many expiations, 
Justrations, and propitiations for our 
sins, taught in the several quarters of 
the world in sundry times, we shall 
find that none doth avail without 
hearty sorrow for our sins, and a true 
repentance towards God, whom we 
have offended.—And lastly, amidst 
the divers places and manners of re- 
ward and punishment, which former 

have delivered, we shall find 

’s justice and mercy not so limited, 
but that he can extend cither of them 
even beyond death, and consequently 
recompence or chastise eternally. 
These, therefore, as universal and 
mndoubted truths, should, in my 
Opinion, be first received ; they will 
at least keep us from impiety and 
Atheism, and together lay a founda- 
tion for Ged’s service and the hope of 
a@ better life. Besides, it will reduce 
amen’s minds from uncertain and con- 
troverted points to a solid practice of 
virtac ; ot when we fall from it, to an 
unfeigued\ repentance and purpose 


earn, F 's grace to amend our 
sinful life ;. without making pardon so 
easy, cheap, or mercenary, as some 
of them do. Lastly, it will dispose 
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us to a gencral concord and peace ; for 
when we are agreed concerning these 
eternal causes and means of our salva. 
tion, why should we so much differ 
for the rest? Since as these princi. 
ples exclude nothing of faith or tra 
dition, in what age or manner soever 
it intervened; each nation mav be 
permitted the belief of any pious ira. 
cle that conduceth to God's glory; 
without that, on this occasion, we 
need to scandalize or offend each 
other. The common truths in reli 
ligion, formerly mentioned, being 
firmer bonds of unity, than that ony 
thing emergent out of traditions, whe 
ther written or unwritten, should dis. 
solve them. Let us therefore establish 
and fix these catholic and universal 
notions; they will not hinder us to 
believe whatsoever else is faithfully 
taught. upon the authority of the 
chureh. So that whether the Eastern, 
Western, Northern, or Southern 
teachers, &c and particularly whe 
ther my Lord of Rochester, Lather, 
Eccius, Zuinglius, Erasmus, Melane- 
thon, &c. be in the right, we laicks 
may so build wpon these catholic and 
infallible grounds of religion, as what- 
scever superstructures of faith be 
raised, these foundations yet may sup- 
port them.’ 






















Remarks on Mr. Fox's Argument JSrom 
Scripture for Universal Restoration. 
Sir, 

ii is highly gratifying to the friends 

of tational religion, that Unitarians 

#iscover 40 much anxiety to wipe away 

the reproach of inactivity and want of 

weal with which they have been so 
long ossailed by their opponents. And 
among the various efforts of their 
newly acquired zeal for the dissemina- 
tion of their peculiar opinions, the 
institution of weekly lectures in diffe- 
rent parts of the metropolis, is one of 
the most promising, and has [ under- 
stand been already eminently suecess- 
ful. One of the pre-eminent advan-* 
tages of the Unitarians over other 
religions parties, is the unfettered free- 
dom which its ministers and members 
mav and do exercise in the discussion 
of disputed subjects in theology. Per- 
fectly united inv the grand finda mental 


‘MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


a 


truth of their system, that “ there is 
but one God, even the Father ;” they 
entertain various shades of difference 
on almost all the minor parts 6f 
Christian speculation, and that _with- 
out breaking the union and co-opera- 
tion that ought to exist among all 
Christian brethren. Perhaps no other 
sect has allowed, or is capable’ ¢on- 
sistently with their principles of al- 
lowing, such freedom of private 
meut and public avowal of indi val 
opinion, among their members, 

out dissolving their social union. It 
is desirable that this peculiarity should 
be well understood W the mew ben ® 
other sects, especially by those whe 
are hostile to our general opimions; 
otherwise they will be apt to impate 
the body, sentiments that only Der 

to some of its members; a _ hence, 
no doubt some of our adversaries have 
derived (what they consider) & pa 
for triumph, in the d ad 


— Te eT elec eee a Le a eS = ee 


ee ee ae se eS ee ee ee ee a ee 





2 x- 


Argument from Scripture for Universal Restoration. 701 
hich 
which rests sgeeea only on that 


inconsistency of our system. Let them 
kvow that we have no differences 
among us, that are inconsistent with 
the simplicity aud ey of Christ- 
ian worship, or unfeigned subjection 
to the moral precepts of the gospel ; 
and all differences of another p aa 
tiun we hold it a duty and privilege to 
respect in our brethren. The weekly 
lectures I have alluded to, are adapted 
to bring these varieties of opinion into 
view ; and as it is likely that each 
preacher will state on such occasions, 
the strongest grounds upon which he 
supposes his peculiar views to rest, 
they afford a fair opportunity of can- 
vassing fully those subjects which may 
be considered as principally of Unita- 
rian growth and culture. The result 
must be, the more speedy detection of 
the weakest parts of the system, and 
the stronger confirmation of its un- 
qnestionable truths. [I am sure your 
valuable Miscellany will be always 
open to every proper attempt to pro- 
mote these objects. Permit me then 
to offer a few thoughts on the lecture 
delivered by Mr. Fox, at Worship 
Street, on Thursday, Nov. 28th. The 
subject was, The final happiness of all 
men predicted in the Scripture. 

The perspicuity and energy of the 
preacher's style, the unhesitating and 
copious appeals to the express declara- 
tions of Scripture, the brilliant elo- 
quence, the correct and classical taste 
with which it was delivered, did great 
honour to Mr. F. and was eminently 
calculated by immediate impression to 
silence objections, and to satisfy the 
advocates for the opinion defended, 
that the whole was unanswerable. | 
eres few persons who were present 
could be insensible that the dazzling 
lustre thrown upon the subject, ren- 
dered scepticism for the moment al- 
most impossible. For myself I had 
several powerful incitements to faith, 
such as, m aap omeee.ioe 
preacher, when am permitted to 
call my friend ; a strong wish that the 


pean: on essed in the title of the pa 
ccture mi 


t be true; nay further, a 
pantenien that the doctrine of the 
nal happiness of all men is a most 
rational conclusion, from the known 
character of the Deity, from the ob- 
served tendencies of Provi aud 


foundation. with all this pre. 
disposition in favour of the subpetle 
will you believe it, Mr. Editor, I ‘re- 
mained unconvinced. For it must be 
observed, as Mr. F. very correctly 
told us, his business was not to prove 
the doctrine by reason, nor to trace 
its natural production from other 
bay truths of wm wwf nor to 
shew how many prepondera 

ments might Wfimesscims peg | 
it almost certain to every one that the 
truth was on that side; but it was to 
shew that the fact itself was predicted 
in the Scripture. Hoe est opus, hic 
labor. This if I am not mistaken he 
failed to accomplish. Nor can it be 
thought any depreciation of his ta 
lents to say this. He did all that can 
be done, all that his various predece» 
sors have done, and did it in my eati- 
mation in a better manner than an 
of them; but the proposition itself js 
too stroug to be borne out by Scrip. 


ture, and what in such a case can any . 


man do? Of the texts adduced as 
predictions ,. the pnp deliverance 
of all men from sin misery, . there 
appeared to me none but what were 
capable of a very different explication 
without any were It ke 
very injurious to alledge Matt. xxv. 
46. No doubt puosahs re 
corrective as W ; as pgp and 
everlasting ve ently means a 
fimited deration ; but F enpest think 
it would ever enter into the thoughts 
of a common reader of ee 
that the expression, “ awa 
into cnalaten punishment P pould 
mean a prediction of the final 
of the wicked. . hints 
Romans viii. 19—23, seems as li 
to the purpose. Suffice gop | that 
“the world itself may be delivered 


from the bondage of ray oy D, 
universally blessed with the liberty 
God's chi a "M during a 

of paradisaica iness in whi 
wicked who are dead, shall not be 
rtakers. As for the phrase “ oup- 
selves also which have the first 
of the spirit,” it =< othe body 
Mr. F. supposes to | 

true Christians in this life in con 
distinction from the w ' 
he thinks will be the Jast fruits 
redeeming grace; but it evi 
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dast 
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distinguished and sealed the com- 
mencement of ‘Christianity. Yet 
highly favoured as they were, they 
looked forward to the resurrection of 
the dead as their final and best de- 
liverance. 

1 Corinthians xv. 24—28, Mr. F. 
thought so decisive of the question, as 
to render elucidation unnecessary, its 
language being scarcely explicable on 
any other principle. Upon a re- 
peated perosal of this passage, I am 
constrained to say that it does not 
appear to teach any thing like the 
doctrine of final restoration. The 
whole of the Apostle’s reasonings and 
predictions throughout the chapter 
relate to the resurrection of the dead. 
It is quite a gratuitous assumption, 
that “the end,” in ver. 24, signifies 
something feyond the resurrection and 
judgment. Nor can it be granted, for 
the end of Christ's mediatorial gavern- 
ment is when the last enemy death 
is destroyed, ver. 26, that is when all 
the dead are raised to die no more; 
then shall he deliver up the kingdom 
to the Father, and himself be subject 
like the rest of his brethren, to that 
arrangement which infinite wisdom 
may appomt to follow the present 
dispensation. ‘The Scriptures seem 
umtformly to speak of the general 
judgment of mankind, as the /asé act 
of Christ's administration of the moral 
government of the world. And as 
the Christian Scriptures only speak of 
things belonging to the Christian dis- 
pensation, all beyond is left at present 
involved in impenetrable mystery. 

Philippians ii. 10, 11, is another 
text quoted as a prediction of the 
glorious restoration of all men from 
sin and punishment, -by their being 
brought to confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, &c. The whole passage in its 
connection is a declaration of the glo 
conferred upon Jesus Christ in eivad 
of his humility and obedience unto 
death. This reward as we learn from 
many other passages consists in his 
being invested with authority over all 
men, and made their final judge, to 
reward or punish every one according 
to their deeds. Every knee therefore 
will bow to him, and every tongue 
confess that he is Lord, in that day 
when even the wicked must answer 
for themselves at his righteous tri- 
bunal. This text therefore does not 
necessarily imply any thing beyond. 

Some passages were mentioned as 


auxiliary evidences of the truth of the 
doctrine, though not insisted npon as 
— of the fuet. Such as 
“phes. 1. 10,“ ‘That in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one all things 
im Christ, &c.” But as it is well 
known that “the fulness of times” is 
a phrase used by Panl to signify the 
time of Christ's first coming into the 
world, (see Gal. iv. 4,) I do not see 
that any thing more is meant in the 
highly figurative passage in question, 
than that during the gospel dispensa- 
tion the distinction of Jew and Gen- 
tile should be done away in religious 
matters, and Christ be the one head 
of one great body of believers, as is 
pr el: insisted on. 

1 ‘Timothy ii. 4, ** Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” I think 
Macknight has shewn, that the origi- 
nal word here translated ‘ will,” has 
the force of the verb command, as also 
in ver. 8, * 1 will (command) that 
men pray every where, &c.” God in 
sending his gospel to the nations, 
“‘commandeth all men every where 
to repent,” Acts xvii. 30, which is 
the same as commanding them “to 
be saved and come to the knowledge 
of the truth.” It seems therefore un- 
warrantable to extend the significa- 
tion of this passage to a future state of 
beiig. I do not know whether the 
ext text was addueed by Mr. F. or 
not, for I only write from recollec- 
tion—but I have heard it mentioned 
by others and therefore notice it here. 

"1 Timothy iv. 10, “ The Saviour of 
all men, specially of those who be- 
lieve.” The Apostle is os us 
the connexion shews, of the dangers 
and hardships he was exposed 20 i 
preaching the gospel ; and he says he 
trusted in the protection of the living 
God who is the Savionr (or Preserver) 
of all men, but particularly so of sin- 
cere and active Christians who 
themselves to his glory. But what 
has this to do with the universal hap- 


iness of mamkind? 

, Ifany other passages were produced 
they have escaped my memory; but 
upon a review of these, ] would as! 
any impartial person, whether here s 
any thing like a prediction he 
_ lime ve ere ah scene, ma 
rillian which overpowers 
penghecsbin of him who most com 
fidently expects it, and fills the believer 
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af it with rapture in contemplation of 


an whole universe tilled with lite, 
happiness and Jove? L am not one of 
those who think the news too g od to 
be true. I have already expressed my 
belief that as a deduction from pre- 
mises already admitted, concerning 
the Divine perfections and govern- 
ment, the doctrine is a highly rational 
one, and what every enlightened 
reasoner must feel disposed to receive. 
But | am afraid we go wo far when 
we presume to ascribe this doctrine to 
Jesus Christ or his Apostles. They 
certainly predicted some events in 
terms sufliciently distinct and clear, 
such as the resurrection and a future 


judgment, e.g. ‘* God hath appointed 


a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained.” ‘ The 
trumpet shal! sound and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible.” And it was 
just as easy for them to have said, ‘he 
wicked shall be severely punished for a 
while, but shall aftcrwurds le lrought 
to repentance and Le saved, if they bad 
been appointed to reveal any thing 
upon this subject. 

Finally, Sir, it appears that the 
New ‘Testament is completely silent 
on this subject, which some of our 
brethren seem so anxious to make a 
part of Christian belief; and when 
we reflect on what has been the con- 
sequence in former ages, of admitting 
various additions to the primitive doc- 
trine, merely because they seemed to 
be deducible from certain texts ill- 
understood, or to result from prin- 
ciples already established, or were 
supported by the authority of eminent 
names, Unitarians cannot be too 
careful how they enlarge their creed. 
A certain class of the orthodox con- 
sider their preachers inspired, and 
every thing uttered from the pulpit 
has the force of Divine truth; & is 
with them the word of God. But as 
Unitarian preachers make na such 
claim, it will be the indelible disgrace 
of their hearers, if they have no better 
reason for their belief, than that such 
are the opinions of their teachers. 

lam, Sir, 
Your's, &e. 


R. L. 





Sir, Dec. 3, 1816. 
I AGREE with your excellent Cor- 
respondent, Mr. Cogan, in your 
Just N 


umber, (p. Gt4,) shat. Mr. 


Liume’s arguinent against miracles 
is inconclusive, and that testimony 
may be of a nature to dmount to 
absolute certainty, and of certainty 
there can be no degrees. Probability 
isa word by which we express nothing 
but our ignorance of causes; and, in 
fact, no event ever took place, agree- 
able to the laws of nature, that was 
or could be previously improbable. 
Such an event may have appeared to 
us improbable, from our ignorance of 
existing causes; but, certainly, what- 
ever has taken place, to him who 
kuew all the causes in action, was 
not in the slightest degree improbable. 
We are somewhat acquainted with 
the laws that govern human testi- 
mony, but we are in general wholly, 
ignoraut of the previous circumstances, 
which produce any given event, in all 
Cuses ee. testimony is wanted; for 
of our own transactions we want not 
testimony. It is then, perhaps, not 
correct to say, that a very slight testi- 
mony will overcome a greater pre- 
vious improbability ; for of any given 
fact, there was iu the thing itself no 
previous improbability, a we are 
always conscious that what we call 
improbable, is only owing to our 
ignorance of causes, of which igno- 
rance we are also conscious, ag to 
almost every occurrence where testi 
mony can be required. Sull this argu- 
ment which sets aside all previous 
improbability, supposes that the fact 
contemplated happened according to 
the operation of known general laws ; 
and as all we see and observe may be 
explained, when the particulars are 
known, by these general laws, there 
will still attach to the mind a sense of 
improbability, when a fact is reported, 
in contradiction to the kaown opera- 
tion of these general laws, For ine 
stance, Mr. Cogan, in spite of him- 
self, would require stronger and more 
circumstantial testimony, to satisfy 
him that a man had risen from. the 
dead, than that a man had died. How 
does this feeling arise, for it is evident 
that if this be the fact, testimony i 
sufficient to ascertain it? It arises, 1 
presume, from such a fact being con- 
trary to general experience, and to its 
being a violation of a known genera] 
law. .Now this gives a certain d 

of force to Hume's reasoning, and 
think it must be admitted that it seems 
to shew that testimony should be here 


of the strongest kind. ‘ 
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I think it to be impossible for any 
man to read of the miracles of the 
second and third centuries of the 
Christian wxra, without being more 
inclined to disbelieve the miracles than 
to believe the testimony. But why? 
From a lurking suspicion, of which 
the improbability of such miracles is 
the foundation. He begins to ques- 
tion the testimony, and to bring for- 
ward certain general reasons against 
its credibility, such as that it was 
then the interest of many that such 
miracles be believed, and that men’s 
minds were then prepared to receive 
easy proof of saleatiie. But these are 
only general and indeed very /limsy 
reasons, by which to impeach the 
veracity, or observation, of multitudes 
of religious men, who were ready to 
suffer death for religion, and many of 
whom did suffer death. If we make 
thus free with human testimony at 
this distance of time, when the cir- 
cumstances are to us most imperfect! 
known, where are we to stop? i 
fully agree with Mr. Cogan, that the 
degree of testimony is to determine 
the particalar question concerning any 
miracles, and [ am quite sure that 
testimony may be such as to establish 
any fact, be it miraculous or otherwise. 
As the human mind is constituted, 
rarity passes for improlalility, and one 
miraculous fact being established, the 
conceived improbability of others is 
diminished, until their frequent occur- 
rence takes away all sense of impro- 
bability from the mind, and their 
proof mes as easy as that of any 
other fact. In the abstract, therefore, 
there is nothing in Mr. Hume's argu- 
ment, yet it is one which will ever 
éarry with itan imposing air of reason. 
If these remarks procure us a few more 
lines from Mr. Cogan, your readers 
will be pleased. 

A. B.C. 


Sra, Bristol, Nov. 25, 1816. 

OUR valuable Miscellany fre- 

quently contains hints to minis- 
ters for their improvement in the mode 
of conducting their pulpit exercises. 
Tn your Repository of last month (p. 
584), J. B. recommends it to Unitarian 
Ministers to preach statedly once a 
fortnight upon a doctrinal or contro- 
versial subject—those who invite their 
friends to this frea?, would not then be 
pained by their disappointment and 


disgust at hearing in its stead a dry, 





On Doctrinal Preaching —On Building Unitarian ( hapels 


moral discourse. The epithet dry isso 
ma applied to morality, that } 
wish to know what there is in it to 
justify OF occasion its being so called. 
I think it must meet some morbid 
quality in the mind which receives it 
with disgust ; to sucha mind, how very 
dry and disgusting must be our Saviour's 
Sermon on the Mount, as that is en. 
tirely composed of moral precepts 
Were these precepts reduced to prac- 
tice, 1t would so improve the mental 
taste and moral constitution, that what 
is now dry and disgusting would be 
received even with a zest—that happy 
union would then take place between 
faith and works which constitutes the 
religion of Christ. 

That Unitarian ministers should oes 
casionally preach doctrinal sermons, 
and defend their opinions against their 
opponents, is useful and necessary ; but 
while so many preachers are deprecj- 
ating morality (and the relish with 
which this is received their crowded 
audiences declare), it behoves the for- 
mer rather to increase than to abate 
their exertions in that important part 
of their Master's work, the enforcing the 
precepts of the gospel. Who are they 
whom the Scriptures dignify by the 
appellation of his peculiar people? 
those who are zealous of good works. 

I would recommend it to J. B. when 
he invites his friends to a controversial 
entertainment at a Unitarian chapel, to 
warn them of the possibility of their 
meeting with only moral fare, which 
though less palatable, may, if it does 
not meet a disposition to indigestion, 
afford solid and wholesome — 


ment. 
| WISH our friends at Edinburgh 
all possible success in their plan 
raising a fund for a new chapel, and 
shall be happy to contribute my mite 
to so desirable an object. 1 think, 
however, they would do well, in the 
first instance, to imitate the conduct of 
their brethren at York, Thorne, &— 
see what they can raise among t em- 
selves, and then lay their case before 
public. 
There seems no mode of supporting 
the great cause of Unitarianism s° 
from objection, as that of giving 
couragement to the building and t 
building of chapels, where creme 
stances render such measures ; 


Let us therefore‘hope, that 2s chapels 





Stir, Dec. 3, 1816. 

















Some Ol servations on the Sermons of Missionaries. 708 


are called for, they will receive prompt 
as well as general support. ‘The Uni- 
tarians are a wealthy body ; and if, on 
every such occasion, a small number 
only of those who are able would im- 
mediately subscribe, each, his guinea, 
a most important object would be easily 
obtained. 
Your's respectfully, 


A CONSTANT READER. 





Some Observations on the Sermons of 
Missionaries. Translated from the 
Spanish of P. Feyjoo, a Monk and 
Pullic Writer to the King of Spain, 
in the last Century. 

(Concluded from p. 639.) 

FIND I have imperceptibly as- 

sumed the style of the pulpit, no 
where more supertluous than in a letter 
addressed to a preacher: all I intended 
was simply to propose the subject, 
leaving to you, who are so well accus- 
tomed to the ministry, to chuse the 
means of persuasion. Youmay perhaps 
apprehend, that by not denouncing 
the threats of God's anger against sin- 
ners, your sermons will be but of little 
use. It is this fear that in reality in- 
duces so many zealous missionaries to 
insist so frequently on the torments 
and horrors of hell. I shall not deny 
the utility of these images if properly 
introduced : however, the sentiment 
of love to God has not only a superior 
value and dignity far excelling any in- 
centive derived from fear, (as | before 
hinted), but it should also be considered 
that the impressions made by love on 
the soul are more lasting than those of 
fear. ‘The reason is that love being 
sweet, gentle and pleasing, the heart 
finds itself at ease, and far from repel- 
ling, opens to receive and cherish it: 
fear on the contrary, is severe, violent 
and disagreeable, the heart therefore 
rejects it as much as possible. Love 
allures, fear oppresses ; love is enjoyed, 
fear is suffered ; love being always an 
act of the will, is likewise often the 
object of it, that is, the will loves with 
another act of reflected love: but fear 
is invariably an irksome guest wherever 

@ gains admission, and is received 

much in the same manner as we grant 

a lodging to an enemy who forces us 

to open the door sword in hand ; we ac- 

cordingly apply all our power to expel 
the invader, and frequently succeed. 
The pernicious and horrible doc- 
trines of various unbelievers, spring 
froin this principle ; they either deny 


the existence of God, or strip the soul 
of its immortality. All the errors of 
these misguided men proceed from con- 
templating the Deity as an inexorable 
judge rather than a merciful Father; 
and to shake off the dread inspired by 
this idea, they use every effort to delude 
themselves into the belief, either that 
there is no God to punish them, or that 
all they have to apprehend is some 
slight and temporary chastisement, for 
example, some worldly misfortune. 
But what do they gain by this per- 
suasion ? they are exactly in the situa- 
tion of a criminal, who, flying from 
justice, flings himself down a precipice, 
and to avoid a probable punishment, 
embraces certain deatin: they seek to 
avoid Divine justice by the most tre- 
mendous of ail precipices, that of im- 
piety: yet even those who deny the 
existence of God, when they would 
dethrone the awful Judge who will 
prouounce sentence on their iniquity, 
do not so much flatter themselves that 
they can fly from Divine justice, as 
that Divine justice will fly from them. 

Other unbelievers who assert the 
soul to be mortal, think by this means 
to escape from God and eternal mi- 
sery: one party seck to annihilate the 
Deity, the other to annihilate them- 
selves, hoping their souls will perish 
when their bodies return to dust. Both 
schemes are impious, but the first is 
much more ton oe and more palpably 
false: it is therefore probable that the 
supporters of this opimion have been 
fewer in number, because all nature 
proclaims the existence of its Maker in 
so loud a tone, that it scems impossible 
any intellectual deafness can be 56 
great as to resist 1's Mpression. 

The majority of infidels giving up 
this cause as desperate; have ranged 
themselves with the setond . party : 
freed alike from the hopes and ioe of 
a future life, they feel at liberty to 
enjoy the present, and give a loose to 
all their disorderly passions. Butahere 
is as much inadvertence as upipiety in 
this attempt to escape from God. If 
the terror of Divine justice impels them 
to shun it, (and I acknowledge they 
are right to fly from its punishments, 
what criminal but would do the same?) 
yes, let them fly from justice but net 
from God. How is this possible? To 
avoid justice they must fly from the 
udge. Every human tribunal has a 
limited jurisdiction ; the culprit may 
escape to another province, or he may 
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retreat from one kingdom to another ; 
but if God is omnipresent and omni- 
potent, whither can we flee from his 
vengeance? This is not what [ mean 
when I allow we may fiy from Divine 
jitstice ; I am sensible it is impossible 
to escape from God: where then can 
we take refuge? where, but in Divine 
mercy? Ifin a certain sense this may 
be deemed escaping from God, it is to 
shelter ourselves from the terrors of our 
judge under the protection of our Fa- 
ther; to appeal from the God of terror 
to the God of pity, from the God of 
vengeance to the God of mercy. 

[ infer from all that has been said, 
that the principal or only end that the 
evangelical orator ought to have in 
view, is to instil the love of God into 
the hearts of his hearers. It may in- 
deed be in general proper to attain this 
end by motives of fear. ‘* Timor Dei 
initiwn dilectionis ejus,” says the sacred 
text in Ecclesiasticus,— The fear of 
God is a preparatory disposition to love 
him. ‘lhe greater number of con- 
mentators indeed explain this to mean 
filial fear; but it may with propriety be 
extended to servile fear also, when the 
latter conducts to love, as I have al- 
ready endeavoured to shew. 

Suppose now the first object of a 
missionary sermon should be to alarm 
the auditors by a description of the in- 
tenseness and eternal duration of fu- 
ture punishments; terror being once 
raised in every bosom, it ought to be 
intimated that the only way to escape 
this fearful and boundless abyss of mi- 
ery and torment, isan humble appli- 
cation to Divine mercy to shield us 
from Divine justice. The better to 
impress the minds of the congregation, 
the preacher may represent on one 
hand the awful tribunal of offended 
Deity surrounded by the ministers of 
his avenging wrath, and on the other 
a throne of grace on which is seated a 
compassionate and forgiving God, who 
opens wide his arms to embrace all who 
will have recourse to his mercy—that 
benignant Being whom the greatest of 
the apostolic preachers defines as the 
Father of mercies and God of all con- 
solation. .Ohb! what a spacious, what 
a beautiful field is here displayed to 
the preacher on which to exert his 
zeal ahd eloquence. The latter indeed 
is superfluous: Jet him but use the 
energetic phrases, the appropriate si- 
thiles, or rather the animated images 


of Holy Scripture, especially the New 
y 
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Testament ; for in comparison of thejr 
power to affect the mind, the eloquence 
of Demosthenes or Cicero on ther 
subjects is but unmeaning words, _ 

In one ae we meet with a she 
herd so solicitous for the preservation 
of his Hock, that he seeks the lost sheep 
over hills and mountains, climbing 
steeps and treading on thorns, and 
having found it, he places it on his 
shoulders to secure it from the attacks 
of the wild beasts. In another we he. 
hold a kind and tender father highly 
insulted and offended by his son, who, 
after having forsaken him and spent 
all his wealth in riot and dissipation, 
when forced by necessity he returns 
home, he is embraced and received by 
his forgiving parent with every demon. 
stration of affection. Who is this 
Father but the Redeemer of the 
world, the Sovereign Lord of heaven 
and earth? who the strayed sheep, the 
prodigal son? but the man who aban. 
dons Jerusalem for Babylon, the de. 
serter from the noble army of the just 
to the infamous squadron of the wicked. 
Notwithstanding he has ontraged and 
otiended his God, let but the sinner 
have recourse to his clemency; all he 
demands is an humble and contrite 
heart. Let him only confess, “ Father 
] have sitined against heaven and before 
thee, and 1 am no more worthy to be 
called thy son,” this alone is requisite 
to obtain forgiveness. ‘The Saviour of 
the world has assured us of it by the 
pen of the Evangelist (Luke xv). 

It is plain the mercy of God mast be 
infinite towards sinners, since nothing 
less could make him receive the cti- 
minal with caresses, who had evinced 
his hatred by insult and disobedience. 
Do earthly monarchs thus admit to 
their favour a vassal who has not only 
been ungrateful but rebellious? No, 
their clemency is as limited as their 
existence is finite; the mercy of 
is boundless, because his being 1s iM 
finite : 

By these and similar representations, 
the ininds of the auditors may be cle- 
vated above the servile dread of pu 
nishment to confidence in the Divine 
mercy; and one step is alone wanting 
to lead them to that height of love we 
are desirous they should attain. 

radation is natural and easy; for man 

ing convinced that God is su 
merciful and full of loving-kindne®. 
therefore infinitely amiable ; that aftet 
forbearance is so great that even * 
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repeated provocations he is ready to 
forgive the returning penitent; that 
even whilst in the actual commission 
of sin he requires no satisfaction frou 
the offender, nothing but what is ne- 
vessary for his own sake to ensure his 
eternal felicity; how can he resist such 
powerful motives to love his God, aud 
prostrate before him say from his heart, 
** Most merciful and heavenly Father, 
1 have sinned against thee like a most 
vile and ungrateful creature, therefore 
fam not worthy to be called thy son, 
but to be treated as a vile and rebellious 
slave.” 

Thus the path is clearly marked out 
by which the missionary may lead men 
from servile to filial fear: and it like- 
wise appears that both servile and filial 
fear verifies that sentence of Scripture, 
*“ Timor Det initium dilectionts ejus.” 
The consciousness of deserving punish- 
ment shews us the necessity of imploring 
merey; and as this attribute of the 
Supreme Being is perfectly amiable, 
the transition to love is natural and 
easy. It may indeed be proper, and it 
i frequently requisite, to impress the 


sinner with the hazard he incurs of 


eternal perdition and the dread of ever- 
lasting torment; but he ought not to 
be left under the dominion of terror, 
both because love is a more noble prin- 
ciple of action, more suited to human 
nature, and more efficacious to direct 
him in the road of virtue, and because 
unqualified terror overwhelins the soul 
and weakens our inclinations to obe- 
dience; for fear though it may restrain 
a man from the commission of sin, 
wants the sweetness that incites to good 
works: it may deter us from evil, but 
it will not render us virtuous. ‘lhe 
business of the preacher is to recall 
sinners to God; but he who represents 
the Almighty armed with vengeance, 
is more likely to drive the criminal to 
despair than to reclaim him. 
It is easy to perceive that a conversion 
effected by love will not only be sincere 
but permanent. God when considered 
as a master supremely merciful and 
benignant, is an attractive object, a 
magnet that with gentle force draws 
towards it the wills of men, and gives 
them an admirable disposition to perse- 
vere in their resolutions of not relapsing 
into sin; for before the heart can be 
torn froin so lovely an object, it must 
suffer great violeuce from the repeated 
assaults of some most impetuous pas- 
sion, of it must exert the strongest force 


, 


against itself. Experience confirms this 
opinion. ‘The very reverend Father 
M. Fr. Bentio Angerich, in an account 
which he published of the lite and vir- 
tues of our celebrated legate of Mont- 
serrate, Fr. Joseph de dan Benito, 
chap. x. relates that this monk enjoyed 
throughout the principality of Catalonia 
the reputation of a most enlightened 
understanding, not only amongst the 
ignorant but amongst learned men, and 
was frequently consulted when any 
doubts were entertained in_ spiritual 
affairs. An apostolic minister belong- 
ing to the fraternity of Escernalbon, 
complained to him of the very little 
good his sermons eflecied, soliciting his 
advice and instructions how he might 
render them more useful; to this re- 
quest the holy man made tue following 
reply, (1 quote the exact words of the 
writer) “ that he should endeavour to 
inculcate the infinite mercy of God 
more than he had hitherto done, and 
that he would assuredly reap that har- 
vest of souls he desired.” ‘The writer 
thus proceeds: ‘the event justified 
the advice ; the misstonary adopted the 
counsel of his brother, and returned 
after some years to Montserrate, hav- 
ing converted iniwumerable souls, and 
raising many toa steadfast and chearful 
hope that were before in imminent 
danger of despair, by reading to them 
the short compendious treatise in verse 
at the end of San Benito’s works.” 
The account concludes thus: ‘ Fr. 
Joseph had a special grace by his dis- 
courses and writings to infuse hope 
into the heart and inspire it with cone 
fidence in the Divine merey.” 

The proper and distinctive character 
of mind in this adurable ecclesiastic, 
was a profoundly rooted prey iaen of 
the mercy and clemency of the Supreme 
Being. ‘Ihis formed the prominent 
feature of all his discourses and con- 
versations: by inspiring others with the 
same sentiments, he accomplished the 
most extraordinary conversions of sin- 
ners who were reputed absolutely in- 
corrigible. The method he pursued 
was to introduce his opinions casually 
by way of conversation, as M. Angerich 
was assured by the monks of his con- 
vent, who had witnessed many of the 
cases. The chapter ends thus: ‘* Phis 
holy father was so intimately cons inced 
of the necessity of impressing sinners 
with the hopes of pardon through the 
infinite mercy of God, that he used to 
say to a spiritual director, who fre- 
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uently requested his opinion on par- 
ticular cases, that he should always 
treat his penitents with mildness, and 
enconrage them to contide in the mercy 
of their Creator. ‘lo those who con- 
fessed relapses into sin, the only re- 
medy he ought to give them to relieve 
their misery, should be to advise them 
whenever they fell into the same fault 
to confess it anew, with a firm reliance 
on the mercy and forgiveness of their 
heavenly Father, not doubting but by 
so doing they would ultimately reform ; 
which proved to be the fact: by degrees 
they became exemplary in their lives 
pect freee 

For my own part I consider the 
condact of this monk highly calculated 
to ensure the salvation of souls. To 
fear God is good, but to love him is 
sull better; and what means can more 
eficctually contribute to this end, than 
to impress men with the clearest idea 
possthle of his unbounded mercy. 

Goodness is the genuine object of 
love: the conceptions which we form 
of the infinite mercy of God raises in 
our minds the most lively and sensible 
image of his infinite goodness. I have 
before shewn that fear and love are not 
incompatible with each other; that 
from servile fear we may rise to filial 
love. I have also proposed the method 
to be pursued in conducting the sinner 
from one to the other, adhering in this 
method to a proper and literal explica.- 
tion of the sentence, ** Timor Dei ini- 
trum dilectionis cjus,’ comprehending in 
iteven servile dread. But enough of 
missions. May heaven preserve you 
many years. 

cadiiagadnee 
in Answer to the Question, What is 
Blasphemy ? 

[This paper has been in print be- 
fore: we copy it from a printed sheet 
communicated by a Correspondent. 

Ep. 

6 be speak dlasphemously, as far as I 

am able to understand that ex- 
pression, can only signify, te speak 
dishonourably of God; to speak in 
derogation of his Divine nature and 
attributes. Now, since both reason 
and revelation teach us, that the only 
true God is IMMUTABLE, INCORPO- 
REAL, amd OMNIPRESENT, should 
any doctrine, on the contrary, assert 
that the Divine nature hath under- 
fone a change, and assumed a cor- 
poreal form, whieh must be local, I 
thowk there can be no doubt but such 
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doctrine would be highly injurious tg 
the Deity, and derogatory from his 
most essential attributes as well a; 
most pernicious in its consequences 
to the salutary purposes of true relj. 
gion. For this reason, when the Is. 
raclites, at Mount Horeb, meaning 
to worship the true God, erected the 
golden calf as a fit emblem of the 
object of their religious adoration, it 
will not I presume be denied, that 
they were guilty of the most Llasphemous 
tdolatry ; aud, when exulting in the 
restoration of that mode of religious 
worship, in behalf of which they had 
acquired an habitual prejudice in the 
land of Egypt, they loudly proclaimed 
that four-footed image to be a just 
representation of the Almighty Bein 
whose miraculous interposition bh 
so lately delivered them from their 
Ezyptian bondage ; whether we judge 
their conduct by the dictates of reason, 
or by the law of Moses, they were 
most certainly guilty of speaking Llas- 
phemously against God. Let us suppose 
then, for a moment, that the means 
of forming the molten image had 
failed them, but that they had asserted 
that the God who lrought them up out 
of the land of Egypt, had theretofore 
taken the ovine nature wpon him in 
the belly of a cow, been made an ox, 
and had appeared in Egypt, and, 
though then in heaven, still continued 
incarnate in the body of that animal; 
and, that even without the use of any 
visible symbel, they had instituted a 
form of divine worship, adapted to the 
name and properties of the fabulous 
God, Apis ;—surely, in this case, 
both the worship and the language of 
the Israelites would have been, at 
least, equally Glasphemous as m the 
other. 


‘There may be some, perhaps, who 
will readily allow the charge of Llas- 
phemy in so monstrous and digs 


an instance, as is here s 
who do not think it oqo nor even 
in any degree, blasphemous against 
Almighty God, to teach, that, 3” 
another place and period, he — 
incarnate in the body of an animal 
a more excellent natute and aif 
rank. But, — y mere 
ference there may be i ’ 
finite beings, when compares = 
each other, there is : utely with 
at all when we consider them 
respect to the infinite eternal 
Creator of the universe; and conse 
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quently, both he (asphemy of the ex- 
pression, and the impossibility of the 
fact, must be exactly the same, whe- 
ther we allinm the Almighty to be 
incarnate, by having been miade ove 
of the lowest, or one of the highest 
order of those creatures, which his 
own power and goodness hath called 
ilo existence. 

ifthen it should be found, tiat the 
Einperor Consiantme, and almost all 
these who have succeeded him in the 
possession of ether the whole or any 
part of the civil power of Europe, have 
abused their teuporal authority to the 
purpose of propayauing, and enforcing 
upon their subjects, the doctrine of 
the incarnation of the infinite un- 
changeable Deity, with all the gross 
absurdities and impieties that neces- 
sarily flow from such a source, shall 
we not be forced to acknowledge, that 
they have indeed opencd thety mouths in 
lasphemy against Gad, to Llaspheme his 
name and his tabernacle? Shall we 
notalso both see and admire the sin- 
gular propriety of the prophetic lan- 
guage, in fixing this charge of (las- 
phemy upon the temporal rulers and 
not the ecclemastics, when we con- 
sider, that these are of necessity ander 
the dominion of the former; that the 
impiety or innocence of such a doc- 
trine is a question of common sense, 
not of theological science ; that even 
if any Scriptures could be procured 
wherein it was expressly warranted, 
the doctrine itself would afford much 
stronger reasons for rejecting such a 
Scripture, than the best authenticated 
Scripture could do for admitting so 
blasphemous a doctrine ; and that no- 
thing less than that powerful influence 
upon the strongest passions of the 
human mind, which must needs be 
the effect of the rigid pains and penal- 
ties on one hand, and the alluring 
rewards and emoluments on the other, 
annexed by the laws of the state to 
the rejection and admission of this 
particular tenet, could have induced 
mankind so far to abandon their own 


sense of right and wrong, to give up 


ercry rational and becoming tea ot 
the eternal Deity, and to subrnit pa- 
tiently, nay, to adhere with obstinacy, 
to so gross and impious a delusion ? 
But as things were long circum- 
stanced in ‘every state of Christendom, 
it was, ina very high degree, dange- 
rous for any man to venture to sce WI) 
his own eves, and avow the most 
VOR. xt. 47 
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obvious dictates of his understanding 
res cung this first and most in\pors 
tant article of theology. For the lewis. 
lative power having in consequence of 
this boldest and iwost unreasonable 
netita principii that ever was heard of, 
proceeded to assert, that a particular 
created being, an earthly anima! was 
the one true God and the proper object 
of Divine wer hips i any reflecting 
conscientious Christian was led to 
question the trath and piety of that 
orthodox persuasion, he was immedi- 
ately, with the most uncharitable and 
opprobrious language, accused of de- 
nying the divinity of the legal and only 
God; and the bigoted zeal of some, 
and the malicious rancour of others, 
recurred eagerly to the inhuman edicts 
and avenging arm of the civil magis- 
trate to condemn and punish, as a 
Llasphemer, the man who only meant 
to avoid the guilt of so heinous a sin, 
and no longer daied to join his voice 
in uttering Clasphemy against the infi- 
nite majesty and incommunicable 
attributes of that awful Being, whom 
an inspired teacher of Christianity 


assures us, no man ever hath seen nor 


can see.* 

Having mentioned the impossibility 
of the Incarnation of God, as well as 
the dlasphemy of such a doctrine, lest 
I should appear to speak rashly, and 
to revile toe established opinions 
without sufficient grounds, I bez you 
to consider, that the Deity is, in his 
very nature, ommipresent ; that his be- 
coming incarnate, ina particular body, 
evidently implies his being more imme- 
diately p: ent with that body, than 
with any other: whereas, the very 
meaning of omnipresence is, that he 
is equally present, equally close con- 
nected, as far as such a being can 
properly be said to be connected, with 
all the bodies in the universe. You 
will be pleased to recollect, likewise, 
that God is immufalle, another attri- 
bute absolutely. inconsistent with his 
‘lo evince this, let us 


Incarnation. 
nly received 


only attend to the commonly 
opinion of man, as a bemg com- 
pounded of two natures, the one spi- 
ritual, the other carnal. Allowing 
this idea to be just, and that, at the 
dissolution of this composition by 
death, man exists simply in @ Spt- 
ritual state, itis certain that the altera- 
tion made by death in the mode of 





——_ 


* 3 Tim. vi. 16. 
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his exisfence, is the greatest change 
such a compound being can undergo. 
It is evident, therefore, that were a 
purely spiritual being, such as the 
soul of man is usually presumed to be, 
when separated from the body, to be- 
come compounded with a carnal na- 
ture like our own, he would suffer a 
change exactly equivalent to that which 
man is said to Suffer at bis death. 
And since the ditlerence between the 
nature of God and that of the most 
perfect created being, is infinitely 

reat; to assert that he who has ex- 
isted from all eternity in a spiritual, 
incorporeal, uncom pounded state, hath 
at length adopted another mode of 
existence, and is become compounded 
with the material, animal body, is to 
assert, that the only unchangeable 
being in the universe hath undergone 
a change infinitely greater than any of 
bis own mutable creatures can un- 


dergo. B. 


Dr. Benson on Socrates’ Sacrifice of a 
Cock. 





Sir, 

N reading Dr. Benson's Life of 
Christ, in a note, pp. 91, 92, I 
met with the following remarks on 
the conduct of Socrates just before his 
death, in ordering a cock to be sacri- 
ficed to Aisculapius, which, to say 
the least, appear to be ingenious and 
may not be generally known. On 
these accounts, I have thought that 
perhaps they a be worthy of a 

place in your useful Miscellany. 

I am, your's, &c. 


P. 

SOCRATES, according to Plato in 
his Phaedo, ordered’a cock to be sacri- 
ficed to /Esculapius. Some think 
that was in ridicule. Others think it 
was without any regard to Aéscula- 
ius, whether serious or ridiculous. 
perhaps the critics have not done 
justice to Socrates upon this article. 
It might possibly then be at Athens 
a well known custom to offer a cock 
to Aisculapius the God of medicine, 
upon a person's recovering from some 
threatening indisposition; and con- 
sequently to have offered a cock to 
AEsculapius, and to have been re- 
stored to health from a d 
disease, were —— of the same 
import, tun ign for the 
Slenihed Plato in the rson of 
informs us, that w So- 
erates had found the poison had in- 
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vated his bowels, i. ©. to say w 
he found himself upon be een 
expiring (and they were the last 
words) that he s ake to Crito: «} 
owe a cock to Esculapius, which | 
desire you would pay. Do not 
leet it.” q.d. ‘1 am just upon the 
point of being cured of all the disorder 
and pains attending this mortal frame, 
and of entering apon a better life, a 
state of perfect health and happiness; 
and I. desire you would thus publiely 
signify my belief and persuasion to the 
whole city of Athens, in that way 
which they are all acquainted with, 
and will understand.” Thus have I 
given the most favourable in 

tion that I have met with to the last 
words of that truly great man, whose 
memory and character I esteem and 
reverence, though formerly that order 
from Socrates to his friend, when 
dying, to offer acock to i 
used to appear to me ridiculous and ¢ 
desire os ade so wise and good a 
man as Socrates. 





Newington Green, 
Sir, Nov. 2, 1816. 

HE following communication ts 

intended to invite the assistance 
of your philological readers in seatch- 
ing into the meanings and origins of 
our words. Some of them are 
bly in possession of eld English and 
Saxon books and manuscripts. (or 
have access to them) which wri- 
ter of this has not been able to pro- 
cure: and if they will occasionally 
send to the Repository curious or sin- 
gular passages, accompanied by ety- 
mological criticism and comment, I 
shall deem it a privilege, to contribute 
a share, in the same manner, to the 
common stock of an — 
ledge. It may perhaps” 
cr teslogical students, to inform them, 
that after —_— search, and yes, a 
convinced to the contrary, 4 am 
of opinion, that nearly the whole (if 
not the whole) of our language may: 
be traced to Rome and Greece. It's 
of the more importance that this be 
well considered, because the 
though paradoxical doctrines of Horne 
Tooke respecting a Northern 
have given modern philologers @ 
scent. I cannot enter 10to pF 
my opinion in this communication 
(for the evidence is commensurate “er 
the wide extent of lexicography) 5 
I think it demonstrable by oer 





SRRSERZE HFS rSe os: 


—_—_— 
= @ 





Br. Gilchrist on Etymologg. 7n 


principle and fair rule of etymologizing, 
that aie the Gothic and Saxon are 
composed chiefly, at least, of Latin 
and Greck words. 

The following translation of the 
twenty-third Psalm is from the Psalter 
of Richard Rolle, hermit of Hampole 
as given by the biographer and editor 
of Wickliff, from a MS. in the Bri- 
tish Museum. Will any of your 
readers who can conveniently consult 
the MS. have the goodness to trans- 
mit a few extracts from it to the 
Monthly Repository ? 

“Our Lord gouverneth me and no- 
thyng to me shal wante: stede of pas- 
ture thar he me sette. In the water 
of the -hetyng forth he me brought: 
my soule he turnyde. He ladde me 
on the stretis of rygtwisnesse: for his 
name. For win gif I hadde goo in 
myddil of the shadewe of deeth: | 
shal not dreede yueles for thou art 
with me. Thi geerde and thi staf: 
thei have comfourted me. ‘Thou hast 

reythid in my syght a bord: agens 

m that angryn me. Thou fattide 
myn herred im oyle: and my chalys 
drunken what is cleer. And thi 
mercy shal folewe me: in alle the 
dayes of my lyf. And that I wone in 
the hous of oft oure Lord in the leugthe 
of dayes.” 

What are commonly called pro- 
nouns, conjunctions, &c. with adjec- 
tive and verbal affixes and prefixes, 
&e. have been already explained or 
attempted in Philosophie Etymology : 
I shall here attempt a few of the radi- 
cals of the above quotation. 

Lord is a contraction, higford, (Sax- 
on) the same as calif or khaljf with 
the affix ord; the same word appears 
softened and contracted into caput, 
captain, chief, chieftain, &c. govern, 
guberno, super, huper or hyper, 
(Greek) sovereign, cover, over, Xc. 
will be perceived to have the same 
origin. *“ Have ghe mynde of ghoure 
sovereyns that have spoken to ghou the 
word of God.” Heb. xiii. 7. Wick- 
ffs translation. 

Stede is employed by our old wri- 
ters where we would employ. place ; 
and it has stil] the same application 
in the compound word instewd : stead, 


steady, , studes, stand, seem to be 
essentially he same word : steading is 
in the North a building, and we have 


steadmother, that is a person in the 
stead, standing or plice of father, 
mother, &c. 

Selte, sit, sedo, sedeo, &e. are merely 
softened forms of cado : cadens sol and 
setting sun are identical: west is re 
solvable into ge-set, the quarter in 
which the sun sets; Aefyng in the 
above translation is evidently a difle- 
rent form of cadens. A fundamental 
rule of etymologizing is, that the more 
easy forms of a word to the organs of 
speech are to be resolved into that 
form which is most difficult, not vice 
versa. 

Stretis (paths in our translation) 
and stride, strut, striddle, tread, trudge, 
tramp, trip, stair, step, &e. seem all 
resolvable into grad-ior ; ced-0, cess-us, 
1 also take to be a contraction of 
grad-ior, gress-us. A mile is in the 
Durham k, mile straden, thou- 
sand steppan, that is a thousand strides 
or steps; answering to mille passus in 
Latin, or thousand paces. It would 
seem to some perhaps straining ety- 
mology to resolve pace, pass, foot, 
pes, ped-is pous, pod-is (Greek) ced-o, 
grad-ior, &c. into one common ori- 
gin. I am not yet certain whether 
street as well as stratum, &e. have the 
same connection and origin; I would 


only remark here (what is — 
by association of ideas) that both scalk 
and Atck are resolvable into cale-o, and 
that heel is a contraction of cal- 
caneum. “ 

To etymologize on every word ot 
the foregoing quotation would make 
too long an article; 1 shall therefore 
confine myself to a few words evidently 
connected with Latin, t h com. 
mon readers would not think so, 
Mercy is a striking instance of contrace 
tion, being pases. ty into misericordia 
or miseresco: folewe (follow) is the 
—_ yrs _ por = ¢ into 
colligo (which is also , connect, 
ee.) Richard Rolle has spelt the 


word more nearly to the ope ms 
form in his hos Wl “Int 
lacione I felogh the letter als 


as I may, and thor I no 
Y we't felogh the wit of the bond. 


In the expowning I holi doc. - 


tors.” cer writes it . “At 
last ne drede ne might overcame tho 
muses that thei ne werren fellowes 
and feloweden my waie.” — 

Day, dies, &c. idently the 


are ev 
re) gle, bat toy limit aie Woo tartow 
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here to go into its origin and many 
forms and applications. Dawn is a 
different spelling for daying ; which 
is contracted into dew, which is pro- 

rly an adjective put elliptically ; for 
if the ellipsis be filled up, it is dew 
drops, or dawn drops, or wetness, 
&e. 

Wone (which is still used in some 
parts of Scotland), is resolvable into 
maneo, as dwel/, which we now em- 
ploy instead of wone, is to be resolved 
into colo. ‘The etymological student 
must. have observed that the Latin 
guttural c or k frequently softens into 
c soft, ch, s, t, d, &c. when it passes 
into the modern dialects: car-us (cher 
French) becomes dear; colo becomes 
as well as dwell, ull, &c.; wont (as in 
wont to resort) is wone with a usual 
affix. 

Hous is merely a slight variety of 
casa, which primarily and properly 
means what covers or protects: thus 
case, casket, chest, eask, casque, &c. 
which have all probably originated in 
claus-us, a, um, close, or closed, &c. 
garda is employed for house in Codex 
Argentum: castle or caste], castrum, 
&c. are radically the same word. One 
of the most rational explanations in 
Jobnsen's. Dictionary is that given to 
castle, namely “ a house fortified.” 

JAMES GILCHRIST. 





IR, , 
I’ the third volume of*the Corre- 

spondence between the Countesses 
of Hartford and Pomfret, published 
in 1806, I met with the following 
singularity of a convent at Rome with 
scarcely any thing of conventual re- 
straint, and this so long ago as in 1741, 
when papal pomes was something 
very different from what it is at pre- 
sent. Lady Pomfret thus describes to 
her friend “a convent called the 
Sette Delori.” 

“ They receive all their friends’ 
visits, both men and women, in par- 
lours without grates. ‘They go abroad 
with their near relations; and they 
make no vow, but that of obedience 
to their superior. They are all people 
of quality and live in good esteem. 
Should the nuns wish to marry, they 
are under no obligation not to do so, 
though the incident has never yet 
ref one Lady P. “ found here 
the fewest nuns she ever saw in sach 
a place.” 


In the same volume is a Letter from 





Singular Conveni at Rome.—Jewish C; ecd. 






Lady Hartford in London, deseribi 

the debut of a celebrated lady since 
‘““come to her grave in a fall age.” 
“1 inclose you some verses by Mes. 
Carter who gave them to me. She 
was here the other morning, and sur- 
prised me with her morose looks and 
conversation. ‘The former resemble 
those of Hebe, the latter has a ten 


‘dency to a little pedantry : however 


she has certainly real and extensive 
learning.” 
lam, your's, 


” SELECTOR. 


Jewish Creed. 
SiR, Norwich. 
QRESUMING that the creed of 
our Unitarian Jewish brethren may 
be admissible in an Unitarian Christ 
ian Miscellany, I have transcribed 
it from the Prayer-book in use amongst 
the descendants of Abraham. 

1. 1 believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, that God is the Creator of all 
things ; that he doth guide and sup 
port all creatures, that he alone has 
made every thing; and that he still 
acts and will act during the whole 
eternity. 

2. I believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, that God is one, there is no 
Unity like his; he alone hath been, 
is, an:l shall be eternally, our God. 

3. I believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, that God is not: corporeal, he 
cannot have any material proportion, 
and no corporeal essence can be com- 
pared with him. 

4. I believe, with a firm and perfeet 
faith, that God is the beginning and 
the end of all things. 

5. I believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, that God alone ought to be 
worshipped, and none but him ought 
to be adored. 

6. I believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, whatever hath been taught by 
the prophets is true. 

aI balianns with a firm and perfect 
faith, the doctrine and prophecy 
Moses is true. He is the father and 
head of all the dociors that hiv 
before or since, or shall live after 
him. 

8. I believe, with a firm and perfect 
faith, the law that have 1s 
same as was given by Moses. 

g. I = 4 iia firm and perfect 
faith, that this law shall never be 
altered, and God will give no gine 

10. 1 believe, with a firm 
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perfect faith, that God knoweth all 
the thoughts and actions of men. 

11. I believe, with a firm and per- 
fect faith, that God will reward the 
works of all those who perform his 
commandments, and punish those 
who trangress his laws. 

12. I believe, with a firm and per- 
fect faith, that the Messiah is to 
come; although he tarrieth, 1 will 
wait and expect daily his coming. 

13. I believe, with a firm and per- 
fect faith, the resurrection of the 
dead shall happen when God shall 
think fit. Blessed and glorified cter- 
nally be the name of the Creator. 
Amen. 

I hope some liberal-minded and 
learned son of Israel will favour us 
through the medium of your Reposi- 
tory, with a brief historical account of 
the compilation of this creed and 
tiie prayers in use amongst the wor- 
shippers of Jehovah in the Synagogue 
at this day. 

It is 1 think more than probable 
that the writer of the Athanasian 
Creed had never been a Jew, for in 
such creeds as the above there is per- 
spicuity and no tincture of illiberality. 
Notwithstanding all that the enemies 
of Athanasius have advanced against 
him, historical evidence .acquits him 
of having written the creed which is 
»assed on the world under his name. 
It the writer had drunk deep of the 
streains of Polytheism, aud acquired 
a sinatiering of the learning of the 
schools, it is not difficult to account 
for the singularity of the composition. 
Some persons on the supposition that 
the author is unknown, have consi- 
dered it asa jeu d'esprit to shew what 
consequences were fairly deducible 
from the doctrines of the Trinity. Not 
however to treat lightly what is con- 
sidered by some Christians as solemnly 
religious, I apprehend there can be 
neither levity nor heresy in according 
with Archbishop Tillotson, who did 
not hesitate to say, “ I wish we were 
well rid of it.” 

] remain, 
Your's respectfully, 
MELANCTHON. 





Sir, 


EVERAL professors of medicine 

in Great Britain, have been 
known as writers on theology and 
metaphysics. Among these Dr. Hart- 


Jey is justly distinguished, whose Ob- 


servations on Man attracted so much 
attention out of his own country’as to 
have been translated into French, not 
long after its first publication in 1749. 
I lately met with an account of an 
emineut French physician, who had 
also pursued his inquiries beyond his 
own profession. 


This was Dr. Astruc, who died at - 


Paris in 1766, aged 83. In “ Letters 
coucerning the Present State of the 
rench Nation,” 1769, p. 230, i8 a 
list of his numerous publications, 
nearly all medical except the follow- 
ing, of which perhaps some of your 
readers may be able to give an ac« 
count. Conjectures sur L mimotres 
ortginaux dont il paroit gue Moyse s'est 
servé pour composer le livre de la Genese, 
i2mo. 1753. 

Conjectures concerning the original 
records from which Muses mom to 
have compiled the Book of Genesis, 

Dissertation sur limmaténialité, Tim- 
mortulité, et la liberté de lame, 12mo. 
1750. 

Dissertation on the immateriality 
the immortality and the freedom of 
the soul. 

Whatever opinions Dr. Astruc 
maintained, they do not appear, to 
have brought into question fs faith 
in revelation, though he could 
have held the common notion 
inspiration in connection with the 
first of these publications, In the 
Nov. Dict. Histor. Par. 1772, (1: 238, 
both works are mentioned, and the: 
author is immediately commended: as 
displaying lardeur ct le z(le d'un mede- 
cin, ami de U'humanilé et dun phi 
Chretien The ardent zeal of a phy- 
sician, the friend of humanity and of 
a philosophic Christian. ‘ 

In the Letters which I have quoted, 
there is also a list of the namerous 
works of Calmet. rte, them [ 
observe Dissertation sur les appariti 
des esprits, 12mo. 1746, and 'Diceerte 
tion sur les vampires ou revenans de Hon- 
grie. 12mo. 2 vols. 1749. It would 
be a gratification to curiosity to know 
how a learned father of the Romish, 
Church had treated those subjects at 
so late a period as the middle of the 
last peer. From a pote to one ot 
Lord Byron’s poems it appears t 
Hangety is famous. for spectral cre- 
dulity and especially for a belief in 


vampires. 
OTIOSUS. 
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SiR, Clapton, Dec. 1, 1816. 
LLOW me a e words more 
respecting Dr. Bekker, that his 
ease may be left as correctly stated as 
possible in your present volume. 

There are several general biogra- 
phies under the same title of Dic- 
tionaire Historique, &c. published at 
different places in France. That con- 
sulied by Mr. Flower, (p. 654,) for 
his account of Bekker, appears to 
describe ‘‘ the ecclesiastical synod,” 
by which he was “ deprived of his 
functions,” as having ‘ continued his 
salary as minister.” This lenity the 
Dictionaire which I quoted (p. 656,) 
as well as the Bicoraphica! Dictionary, 
expressly ascribes to “ the magistrates 
of Amsterdam.” The words are des 
ee lui en conserverent la pension, 
and I am sure no one will be more 
disposed than Mr. Flower to allow the 
importance of the distinction. 

rom a ge in a letter of Locke 

to Limlorch subsequent to that I quo- 

ted, and which | then overlooked, it 

ts that he was not a little inte- 

rested in the fate of Bekker. Mr. 

Locke thus inquires in his letter of 
29 Feb.. 1692. 

Quid tandem devenit paradoxorum ille 
de angelis auctor scire cupio, si evasit 
mirum est, guanguam eo res inclinare 
videbatur guo tempore scripsisti, favente 
etiam Amstelodamensium pradicatorum 
desidié, vix tamen veniam et datam credo. 
Hujus modi orthodoxia propugnutores non 
solent errantilus ignoscere.t 

There can be no doubt that among 
the ministers of Amsterdam Le Clerc 
aud Limborch, at least, would have 
skreened Bekker if they had not the 


courage to share his lot ; but these, as | 


remonstrants, had little influence, if 
indeed they could belong to the synod, 
which is scarcely probable. é 


P.S. In the note * p. 656, the 
second line should have been printed 
“ there never was really a possessed or 
a sorcerer.” 





+ I wish to know what is at last to be- 
come of the author of the paradoxes con- 
eerning angels. It. will be wonderful if 
he escape, although things looked that 
way when you wrote ; for however favour- 
able to him may be the dilatory proceed- 
ings of the preachers at Amsterdam, he 
will scarcely be acquitted. These cham- 
pions of orthodoxy are not accustomed thus 
‘eo exeuse the erroneous. 

SEE 





Addition to the Account of Bekker.—Southumpton Chapel, 


Sir, Chichester, Dee. 9, 1946. 
A LETTER appeared in the Re. 


wsitory for October, fp, 6 
from Nir. C. Saint, calling eet 
r ravers, or some of his friends, for the 
publication of a statement of the sums 
collected for the Southampton Chapel 
It is surprising that Mr. Saint's respect 
for the feelings of an afflicted family 
should not have led him to the more 
delicate mode of a private application: 
He well kuows that Mr. Travers is 
incapacitated, by a heavy affliction, 
fer making any reply to his inquiries, 
He, and every one poniahianell with 
that gentleman, must also know that 
he was by no means cold or backward 
in expressing his gratitude to those 
who by exertions or contributions 
seconded his own strenuous and well 
meant efforts to introduce Unitarian. 
ism at Southampton. Illness alone 
frustrated his intention of making in 
the course of this year such exeruons 
as would have freed the chapel from 
its incumbrances ; after which it was 
his — to publish in the Repository 
a complete statement with his ace 
knowledgments to the donors. He 
had drawn up a list for this purpose, 
which will be forwarded for your in- 
sertion. Had Providence seen fit\to 
preserve his health and powers, it ts 
not improbable that the ability and 
perseverance with which he was con- 
ducting the cause at Southampton 
would have been attended with a suc- 
cess that would have satisfied all the 
contributors and been the most ele- 
quent thanks for their liberality. 


W. J. FOX. 


List of Collections and Subscriptions 
Jor the Chapel at Southampton, from 
a paper drawn up by Mr. Travers, 
dated July 15, 1816, and u 
“* To be inserted in the Repository. 


By B. Travers. 





Southampton ...... 120 10 @ 
London cccccccccccecces 138 18 0 
Bridport ........++- yer wr 
Portsmouth and Portsea 07 0 0 
RE «+ ce.an as 00 cnnnnnie a4 3 6 
TORT cin bales ccot veepes see 23 2 0 
St. Albans 20 0 0 
Chichester .........e000e8 ig 1 0 
atin ooo a cc cect dpoccene 16 4 9 
Tamnten ..cicocotccscces’ OO Om 
Plymouth and Exeter ....- . 2 0 7 
Isle of Wight eeeeeeeeeeeet 1 i 
468 14 6 


Carried up 





aS sz 


MBaivresecs @cosococacscocse 





Newchurch, Rossendale—Unitarian Baptists, York. 715 





Brought up 463 14 6 
Shefleld ssc viedveccives 10 0 0 
Birmingliam.......s.0606. 5 0 O 
Sherborne ...... ccc ce cees 5 0 0 
Rousey scoove 40 0 
Gen dd ceadced con ea ever 41 0 
Dorchester ..cccccccceses 4 00 
Reresby.....csccsccvcesce 2 00 
Crewkerne ..cescccccccccs 3 @ 0 
Ilminster ........ aii etme t Af 
Kidderminster ............ 1 vi @ 
Ringwood .........+ee+08: 1 @ 0 
Beaminster .......cccsce0: 1 0 0 
We 40 acbt oc beoucé ce >. = 
ROGUE SoR sc ciccctosecec 1 0 0 
Manchester ............6- 010 0 
By C. N. Saint. 
Southern Fund............ 6 0 0 
Birmingham 
Bewdley 00 eeccceses 83 10 0 
Dudley 
Coventry 22.6 cece ccccceee é 3 @ 
WEEE. Bact Gcccecciccee 8 4a 8 
Shrewsbury .......5..5005 510 0 
CRestOR. 6 cece ccciccvecs 4 0 0 
Liverpool .....5.0.-+0e008 7 0 90 
Gatemere 2... ccccccsccsces $s 0 0 
579 12 6G 








Proposed Publication of an Account of 
the Rise, Progress and Present State of 
a Society of Unitarian Christians at 
ota in Rossendale. 
Sir, 
OME of your readers may remem- 
J ber that in the brief account of an 
Unitarian church at Rossendale, in 
Lancashire, Mon. Repos. X. 313, I 
expressed a hope that the brevity and 
deficiences of that account ot be 
supplied by an enla narrative from 
chee pee et Mr. Toke Ashworth, the 
resident minister at Newehurch, and 
I that such detailed narrative 
| somehow or other be laid be- 
fore the Unitarian public. That hope 
has been realized, and that pledge I 
am about to redeem. Mr. Ashworth 
has drawn up a series of letters to 4 
friend containing a particular account 
of the rise, progress and present state 
of the religious societies with which 
he is connected, and more especially 
of the manner and order in which the 
doctrines of reputed orthodoxy came 
into discussion and were relinquished 
by them ; and has stated minutely the 
arguments from Scripture and from 
common sense which led them to 
relinquish their former sentiments and 


to settle down into their present con- 
victions. These letters will form « 
pamphlet of considerable size, and ma 
consist probably of about sixty thick 
printed actavo pages. I am unable 
definitively to fix the price, but I 
hope it may be afforded for about nine- 
pence to subscribers. Profit is not an 
object in its publication, but indemnity 
from loss is desirable. It is pro- 
posed therefore to publish very few 
more copies than are previously sub- 
scribed for. With this view I 
address myself more particularly to the 
secretaries and committee-members of 
eur tract societies, and should be glad 
to receive orders from them for as 
many copies as their local exigencies 
may require, on or lefore the first of 
Felruary, 1817; as on that day the 
mrt will be put to press, and 
the number of copies will be deter- 
mined by the eng: orders. 

This pamphlet it is presumed will 
be peculiarly well adapted to promote 
the leading object of the tract societies, 
viz. to disseminate amongst the lower 
classes of society, and in a form level 
to the humblest capacity, plain state- 
ments of the Unitarian doctrine and 
Scriptural arguments in its support. 
Doubtless there are at this. moment 
many knots of inquirers, many 
bodies of Christians, connected or 
scarcely connected with other religi 
denominations, who are dissatisfied 
with their present profession, but who 
do not clearly see the way out of their 
doubts and difficulties. This pamphlet 
affords a clue to lead them out of the 
labyrinth, by detailing the doubts and 
difficulties in which others similarly 
circurnstanced — greg ine Ny 
means by which they were led step 
step dy An light, “troth and liberty 
which they at present enjoy. 

I am, Sir, 
Your's, &c. 
JOHN THOMSON. 

All orders be sent, post pai 
to Dr. Thomson, Halifax, on or be- 
fore the Ist of February, 1817. 





Sir, Ms w < 15, 1816. 
N a late Numb your Reposi- 
tory, (p. 684) I observed an ap- 
from the Unitarian Baptists at 
ork to the ager rb paces solicit- 
ing donations in aid of purchasing & 
new chapel. I have been given to 
understand that by this church at 
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York, baptism is held as an essential 
re-requisite to communion. If so, 
think this ought fairly to have been 

stated. It is no part of my present 

object to inquire how far such a term 
of church communion is Scriptural or 
not. I believe it is rejected by a very 
great majority of the Daitarian body, 
and it is for the members of that body 
to determine how far they are called 
upon to assist in pone a place of 
meeting for a church, which what- 
ever Opinions it may hold in common 
with that body, maintains a principle 
which is one of exclusion to all Uni- 
tarians who have not submitted to 
adult baptism. 1 shall be glad to find 
that I have been misinformed in this 
particular; and if so, will send you 
a donation for the baptists at York. 
I am, Sir, 
A. F. 
a 

GLEANINGS; OR, SELECTIONS AND 
REFLECTIONS MADE IN A COURSE 
@F GENERAL READING. 


No. CCLXXXVII. 
Unitarian Martyr. 

Francis 1. King of France, had a 
bastard son by Ciioae Cureau, of 
Orleans, who was brought up and 
sent to college by the name of Stephen 
Dolei. He ‘published Commentarii 
Lingue Latine, in two volumes folio, 
which were - beautifully printed at 
Lyons in 1536. He also wrote De 
Re Navali, and a poem on his father's 
gests. Unfortunately he got acquaint- 
ed at Lyons with the celebrated Ser- 
veto, became a zealous propagandist 
of his opinions, sent heretical books 
to Paris, incurred first an imprison- 
ment, and after relapsing, the con- 
demnation to be burnt alive. This 
horrible sentence was executed at 
Paris in 1546, and was the model and 
a of that which Calvin in- 

icted on Serveto at Geneva. 

Calvin mentions Dolet ia the same 
a with Agrippa and Serveto, of 

illanova, as follows :— Agrippam, 
Villanovanum, Doletum, et similes vulgo 
notum est tanquam Cyclopas quospiam 
evangelium semper fastuose sprevisse. 
This is a singular figure of vituperative 
oratory, to represent the Unitarians as 
one-eyed and to call them Cyclops. 
Monthly Mag. 
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Gleanings. 


No. CCLXXXVIII. 
Matt. Henry's Continuators. 

It is well known that Matt. Henry 
was taken away by death in the mids 
of his great work, the Commentary, 
He had proceeded no further than the 
Acts of the Apostles. The following 
is a list of his Continuators: 

Rev. John Evans, Rom. 
Sunon Browne, 1 Cor. 
Daniel Mayo, 2 Cor. and! 
and 2 Thess. 
Joshua Bayes, Gal. 
Samuel Rosewell, Ephes. 
William Hayris, Philipp. 
and Col. 
Benjamin Andrew Atkin- 
son, 1 and 2 Tim. 
Jeremiah Smith, Tit. and 
Philem. 
William Tong, Heb. and 
Rev. 
Samuel Wright, James. 
Zechariah Merrill, 1 Pet. 
Joseph Hill, 2 Pet. 
John Reynolds, 1, 2, and 3 
John. 
John Billingsley, Jude. 


No. CCLXXXIX. 
A Singular Orthodox Preacher. 
Acosta the Spanish author, who was 
born about the year 1539 and died in 
1600, published a celebrated work, 
highly praised by Dr. Robertson, De 
Natura Novi Orbis. Tn this work he 
acknowledges the cruelties of the 
Spaniards in their conquest of Ame- 
rica ; but represents them as the agents 
of heaven in the conversion of t 
natives, supported in their mission by 
various miraculous attestations. He 
says, however, that a curious orthodox 
preacher had preceded them: his 
words are, That which is difficult 
in our law to believe, has been 
easy among the Indians; because 
Devitt had made them comprehend even 
the self-same things, which he had stolen 
Jrom our Evangelical law,—as, their 
manner of confession, their ear 
of three in one, and such like; @e 
which against the will of the enemy, 
have holpen for the easy receivihg 
the truth.” the 
This extract is taken from 
English Translation of the ee 
published at London, in 4to. in 
year 1604. 
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Sik, 

HOPE it was proved in my 

first letter on sin offerings, [Vol. 
X. p. O40), that the patriarchs offered 
such sacrifices to God, and that the 
real design of them was pointed out. 
IT shall now endeavour to shew what 
is said o1 the same subject in the Le- 
vitical law. 

I, [t appears that a sin offering was 
offered to God, and atonement made 
with its bloed for Aaron and his sons 
when they were consecrated, or set 
apart, to the priest’soflice. Levit. viii. 
i4—17. For the altar, Exod. xxix. 
36. For the sanctuary and tabernacle, 
Levit. vii. For the Levites, Numb. 
vill. 11, 12, and 21. For Aaron and 
his sons, and all the people of Israel, 
when the whole congregation of Israel 
was at one and the same time, set 
apart for God, Levit. ix. 1—1!. And 
for a woman who had been in child- 
bed, Levit. xii. 8. For a leper, Levit. 
xiv. 20—24. For a Nazarite, Numb. 
vi. 13, 14. 

II. Sin offerings were offered for all 
sins of ignorance, though sometimes 
there must have been a considerable 
degree of guilt attached to them. 
Levit. iv. 2..23. 26. v. 1—15. Heb. ix. 
22. Actsviii. 1—3. comp. 1 Tim.i. i3. 

lil. A sin offering was offered to 
God, and atonement made with its 
blood for certain wilful transgressions. 

It is said, Levit. vi. 1—7, And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, if a 
soul sin, and commit a trespass against 
the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour 
in that which was delivered him to 
keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing 
taken away by violence, or hath de- 
ceived his neighbour ; or have found 
that which was lost, and lieth con- 
cerning it, and sweareth falsely; in 
any of all these that a man doeth, 
sinning therein: then it shall be, be- 
cause he hath sinned and is guilty, 
that he shall restore that which he 
took violently away, or the thing 
which he hat ro a gotten, or 
that which was delivered him to keep, 
or the lost thing which he found, or 
all that about which he hath sworn 
falsely ; he shall even restore .it in the 


principal, and shall add the fifth part, po 


more thereto, and-give it unto him to 
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whom it appertaineth, in the day of 


his trespass offering. And he shall 
bring his trespass offering unto the 
Lord, a ram without blemish out of 
the flock, with thy estimation, for a 
trespass offering unto the priest: and 
the priest shall make an atonement 
for him before the Lord: and it shall 
be forgiven him, for any thing of all 
that he hath done in trespassing 
therein. Also Numb. v. 5—8. 

From hence it appears that atone- 
ment was made for the wilful sins of 
lying, fraud, theft, dishonest traffic, 
attended with perjury; which are 
breaches of several of the laws con- 
tained in the decalogue. 

Hallet says, “ it is certain that there 
were sacrifices under the law appointed 
to make atonement for moral evil, and 
for moral guilt; particularly for lying, 
theft, fraud, extofiion, perjury, as it 
is written, Lev. vi. 1, 2, &c.”—Notes 
and Dis. Vol. IT. p. 277, 278. 

It is said, Levit. xix. 20—23, Who- 
soever lieth carnally with a woman 
that is a bondmaid betrothed to an 
husband, and not at all redeemed, 
nor freedom given her; she (LXX. 
they) shall be scourged: they shall 
not be put to death, because she was 
not free, And he shall bring his tres- 
pass offering unto the Lord, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, even a ram for a tres 
offering. And the priest shall make 
an atonement for him with the ram of 
the trespass offering before the Lord, 
for his sin which he hath done: and 
the sin which he hath done shall be 
forgiven him. Comp. Deut. xxii. 24. 

Here is another wilful crime of no 
small magnitude, for which atone- 
ment was appointed to be made. It 
is also evident that some of these 
crimes would often be committed, and 
therefore atonement not unfrequently 
be made for them. ; 

LV. All the males of the children 
of Israel, who were of a proper age, 
were required to appear before God 
at the city of Jerusalem every year, at 
the three great feasts; at other seasons 
they probably might go or not as the 
pleased. Exod. xxii. 14—16, xi. 
17. xxxiv. 23. Deut. xvi. 6. At cach 
of these feasts a sin offering was a 
inted to be offered to God for the 
sins of the congregation in general, 

1. The feast of the passover and 


ee SE ae 











= 3 


SS aS en 
a ee sans 





i 
























































718 


the feast of unleavened bread were 
both kept on the first month of the 
year; ove began on the fourteenth and 
the other on the fifteenth day of the 
tmonth. Levit. xxiii. 5, 6 Exod. xii. 
1, &c. Numb. xxviii. 15, 22, And 
one goat for a sin offering, to make au 
atonement for you. 

2. ‘The feast of pentecost was kept 
fifty days after the passover. Exod. 
xxiii. 10. Levit. xxiii. 1O—21. Numb. 
xxvill. 26—32. At ver. 30, it is said, 
and one kid of the goaty to make an 
atonement for you. 

3. The day of expiation and the 
feast of tabernacles were both as one, 
as they were only four days apart. 
Levit. xvi. 23. 26—34. Numb. xxix. 
12, &e. Ezek. xlv. 19, 20. On this 
annual day of expiation, Aaron first 
made atonement with the blood of a 
bullock for himself and his family ; 
and then with the blood of a goat for 
all the congregation of the children 
of Israel. Levit. xvi, 3. A bullock for 
a sin offering, &c. ver. 6. 9. 11—13. 
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin 
offering, that is for the people. ‘These 
atonements were made by sprinkling 
the blood before the Lord in the most 
holy place, ver. 14, 15. In relation 
- to which things, and his confessing 
their sins over the head of the scapegoat, 
it is said, ver. 21, and confess over 
him all the iniquities of the children 
of Israel, and all their transgressions 
in all their sins, ver, 30, to cleanse 
you, that ye may be clean from all 
your sins, before the Lord. Ver. 33, 
he shall make an atonement for the 
priest and all the people of the con- 
gregation, ver. 34, for all their sins 
once a year. 

4. It also appears from Numb. 
Xxvill. LI—15, that a sin offering was 
offered at the beginning of every 
month for the congregation. 

By these various appointments, pro- 
vision was made for the expiation of 
the generality of these sins which the 
children of Israel were exposed to, 
whieh are not declared, by the law, 
to be capital. 

V. It appears that whenever an 
person committed a really wilful 
offence, which was not notoriously 
oan us, nor expressly declared 

y the law to be capital, that they did 
not put the person to death, but 
offered a sin Siting to cleanse him 
from the guilt of it, which also ap- 
pears to have been right, as their offer- 
ings on such Occasions were accepted 
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of the Lord. See Numb. xvi, 4049, 
where we are informed that Aaron 
made atonement by incense, to re. 
move the anger of God for the murmur. 
ing of the people, and the plague was 
stayed. David also offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings to God 
for his sin in numbering the people. 
2 Sam. xxiv. 25. And on another 
occasion, when he thought that God 
might possibly be displeased with him, 
he said, let him accept an offering, 
1 Sam. xxvi. 19. And when many of 
the Israelites had broken the law by 
marrying strange wives, they offered a 
ram for their trespass. Exod x. 19. 
1 Esdras ®:. 13—20. In 2 Maceab. 
ili, 32, 33, there is an account of a 
sacrifice offered for the health of a sick 

erson, and atonement is said to have 
wen made. ‘They probably thought 
his affliction was: the fruit of his sins. 
See also 2 Maccab. xti. 29—45. Ezek. 
xlv. 1¢, 20. 

VI. It also appears that in some 
casts in which the offences were evi- 
dently wilful, not to say presumptuous 
but either were not expressly decla 
by the law to be capital, or were at- 
tended with some circumstances whieb 
pleaded in favour of the criminals, that 
they did not immediately put them to 
death, but kept them in ward untilt 
had consulted the oracle of God: so it 
was in the case of the youth who blas- 
phemed God, Exod. xxxii. 30, and 
also of the man who gathered sticks on 
the Sabbath day, Numb. xv. 32—36. 

So far were they from considering 
every breach of the law as capital—yso 
enlarged were their views of making 
atonement for sin. 

VII. It is however acknowledged 
that the law of Moses says, “ but the 
soul that doeth aught presum , 
&c. the same reproacheth the ; 
and that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people.” Numb. xv. 30. 
Deut. xvii. 12. Rath: 

Human language is impertect. 
Every presumptuous sin must be wil- 
ful; but probably it will appear that 
amy ra ul offence is not, in the eye 

the law, presumptuous. 

1. This ues ase evident from - 
many instances that have been oe 
duced of atonement a — 
wilful transgressions 0 . 

2. To make a wilful offence “ 
suinptuous, there must, it seems, 
some aggravating addi raat 
stance or circumstances attending 
such as a deliberate, determinate, '™ 











die 


Mr. Jevans on the Levitical Sacrifices. 2 hy 


salent and daring opposition to the 
will of God. Esthet vit. 5. 

The neglect of Moses in cireumci- 
sing hisson was a wilful offence, but pro- 
bably not presumptuous, as Zipporah 

sthaps had opposed the doing of it. 
Pod. iv. 24, 25. So the eaptive Jews 
marrying strange wives at Babylon was 
a wilfal oflence, but probably not a 
presumptuous transgression, as there 
might be a searcity of Jewish females 
there. Exod. x. 2. 

But when Moses and Aaron com- 
manded the Israelites to go up against 
the Canaanites, and they would not, 
but murmured, and talked of making 
a captain and returning to Egypt, and 
even proposed to stone them with 
stones, their offence was highly pre- 
sumptuous. Numb. xii, 1735, and 
xiv. 110. ‘Therefore they were 
very severely prnished for it, ver. 
23. <And afterwards, when they saw 
their folly, and would go against their 
enemies, though neither Moses nor the 
ark of God was with them, their be- 
haviour was especially criminal, and 
they were made to sutler for it, ver. 42 
—45. Therefore Moses, many years 
atter, said unto then, in reference to 
this circumstance, so 1 spake unto 
you, and ye would not hear, but re- 
belied against the commandinent of 
the Lord, and went presumptuously 
up into the hill. Deut. i. 48. xvii. 
20—22. Accordingly it is said in 
Deut. xvii. 12, and the man that will 
do presumptuously, and will not 
hearken unto the priest, &c. or 
unto the judge, even that man shall 


The character of such persons is 
described by the prophet Jeremiah, 
chap. xviii. 12, who said to him, 
when he brought a message from God 
w them, there is no hope, we will 
walk after our own devices, and we 
will every one do aftet the imagination 
of his own evil heart. 

3. The Hebrew words found in ome 
above signify acting with a 
high hand, oF ichig’s thing proudly, 
or er : as Numb. xv. 30, excels 
manu, Deut. xvii. 12, And the man 
that will do presumptuously, supertia 
So Dent. i. 43, and Exod. xxi. 14, and 
Ps. xix. 13, derived from superbivit, 
superle, nter egit. See Buxtorf’s 
lex. And Nehemiah speaking of the 
very proud, haughty, daring conduct 
of Pharoah, uses the same term. See 
Nehem. ix. 10. 


Tt therefore appears that every wilful 
offence is not, in the eve of the law, a 
wesumptuous one, at least not that 
veh presumption which is threatened 
with death. "Therefore it still remains 
true that wilful sins are, in general, 
atoneable by the law of Moses, i. e. 
where the lon has not expressly de- 
termined it otherwise. 

VIII. Nosin offering was appointed 
for idolatry, murder, blasphemy, adul- 
tery, witeheraft, lying with a beast, 
Xe. or for any capital offence. See 
Exod. xxii. 18—20. Levit. xxiv. 11— 
16. Numb. xxv. 3. Deut. xiii. 6. xxii. 
og—e24. 1 Kings xxi. 10. These 
are all presumptuous offences, and 
therefore no atonement was to be 
made for them. When therefore 
David was guilty of murder and adul- 
tery, he said to God, thou desirest not 
sacrifice, else would I give it thee. Ps. 
li. 16. And when Cain slew his 
brother Abel, no sacrifice was ac- 
cepted, but he was banished from 
the presence of the Lord. Gen. iv. 
11—16. 

It may be proper to add here, that if 
a person knew himself to be ceremo- 
nially polluted, or guilty ofa breach of 
the law, and nevertheless presented 
himself before God at the tabernacle 
or temple service, his crime was 
sumptuous, and he became liable to be 
cut off for it. Levit. xv. 31. Numb. 
xix. 43. Acts xxiv. 6, 18. 

Sometimes atonement was made 
with money, Exod. xxx. 1216, with 
prayer and incense, Numb. xvi. 46, 47. 
And if a guilty person was so poor 
that he could not procure two young 
pigeons for a sin offering, he was re- 
quired to present the tenth part of an 
ephah of fine flour, part of which was 
burnt on the altar. Levit. v. 713. 
But the standing rule was to do it with 
blood. 

If it should be said that atonement 
was made by the scapegoat without 
blood, Levit. xvi. it may be replied, that 
there were two goats provided for the 
business of that day, and that these 
two goats were considered so much as 
one, and the service one, that they 
cast lots which of them should be 
offered a sacrifice to God, and which 
should be the se t. That one 
of them was put to death, and atone- 
ment made with his blood, for the 
very sins which were afterwards con- 
fessed by the high-priest, over the head 
of the scapegoat; and therefore the 
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manner in which the scapegoat was 
disposed of probably was designed to 
teach the Israelites that their sins and 
uncleannesses were as certainly taken 
away from them by means of the 
atonement which was made before 
with the blood of the sacrificed goat, 
as if they had all been actually heaped 
upon the head of the scapegoat for 
him to carry away with him into the 
wilderness, from which he was never 
to return. We have a very similar 
ceremony in Levit. xiv. 4—7, which 
relates to the cleansing of a leper. 

Upon the whole it ww that 
atonement was made for all the sins of 
the children of Israel except for pre- 
sumptuous transgressions, which the 
law declared to be capital, and many 
of which offences it actually names. 

If it had not been so, a far greater 
number of Israelites must have been 
put to death than we have any reason 
to believe were; or else there must 
have been a great body of out-casts 
from among them, a thing which we 
never hear or read of ; for no guilty or 
polluted person was permitted to ap- 
pear before God at the tabernacle or 
temple service, on pain of death. 

1X. How far did the efficacy or the 
sin offering extend ? : 

1. They cleansed the offerer from 
certain bodily pollutions. It is said in 
Levit. xii. 8, of a female who had been 
in child-bed, and the priest shall make 
atonement for her and she shall be 
clean. And of the leper, and the 

riest shall make atonement for him, 
and he shall be clean. Levit. xiv. 20. 
See also Levit. xv. 

2. They procured the offerer the 
forgiveness of such real sins as the 
were offered up for, or for whieh 
atonement was made with their biood ; 
for of such a person it is said, and the 

riest shall make atonement for him 

fore the Lord, and it shall be for- 

, for any thing of all that he hath 

one in trespassing therein. Levit. vi. 
1—8. v. 1—14. xix. 20. 

The primary sense of the Hebrew 
word which is translated atonement, 
signifies to cover over, as Noah's ark 
was covered, or smeared over with 
pitch, to preserve it from sinking in 
the flood of waters. Gen. vi. 14. So 
sin atoned is covered over, that is, 
forgiven. Ps. xxxii. 1, Blessed is the 
man whose iniquity is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. 

3. If it be said, but supposing the 
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guilty offerer was not really peniteit 

would he nevertheless be” forgiven? 
Yo this it may be replied, that mo 
such supposition should be made.— 
The Almighty God commanded him 
to repent; he presented the appointed 
sacrifice to the priest at the door of 
the tabernacle, Vaid his hand in a 
solemn manner on the head of the 
victim, and confessed his sin ; and on 
the annual day of expiation for sin, 
fasted, and humbled himself before 
the-Lord for his iniquities, and there- 
fore it was taken for granted that he 
was really so; and in many cases it 
would most certainly be so; the sin 
offering therefore became a medium of 
forgiveness to the offerer. Levit i. 4. 
xvi. 29. 2 Sam. xxiv. 22—95. Jobi. 
4,5. xlii. 7—9. 

What if a similar supposition was 
raised against the real penitence of a 
wicked heathen, who presented him- 
self as a penitent believer in Jesus 
Christ, and who is promised, on his 
being baptized into Christ, that his 
past sins shall be forgiven ?—There is 
no end of such nice gueries, which ill 
accord with the spirit of revelation, and 
especially with the iderad spirit of the 
gospel. ‘The language of Scripture ts, 
“it shall be forgwen him.”—TVhat s 
enough, and ought to sufhice us. 

X. If it should be asked, but why 
was such a method of purifying the 
unclean, and pardoning the guilty, 
adopted? Perhaps some perso 
would consider it as a bold question, 
and say, who knoweth the mind of 
the Lord? His understanding is - 
finite, and his judgment a mighty 
deep. However, as the government 
of God is evidently formed to promote 
our moral improvement, it seeims 
probable that it was adopted, 

1. Because it is so well adapted to 
teach us the purity or holiness of God. 
As these sin offerings are said to 
cleanse and sanctify the tabernacle 
and temple, the utensils of them, and 
the priests, &c. (Exod. xxix. 33. 
37. viii. 34, Heb. ix. 22,) and as an 
unclean persqn was said to pollute tt, 
and it was death for any person Wii - 


fully to commit this offence, (Numb. 
xix. 13, Levit. xir 4, 5), therefore 


these things would necessarily suggest 
to the Israelites that God. ts inde : a 
most pure and holy Being: on 
ceremonial purity would lead ren 
thoughts to moral purity, and 
them that they must be holy, for Jeho- 
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vah their God is holy. Levit. xix. 22, 
xi. 43, 44. 

2. It would lead them to consider 
God as the righteous Governor of the 
world, who notices the different ac- 
tions of menu, and treats them accord- 
ing tothem. Human beings are very 
apt to imagine that God takes little or 
no notice of the nature of their actions, 
or will ever call them to account for 
them. See Leland’s Reason. of Christ. 
Vol. IL. p. 290. 293. 304. 313. 367. 
374, octavo ed. Dr. Pricstley’s Comp. 
of the Hindoo Laws with the Law of 
Moses, p. 54. 271. God himself says, 
these things hast thou done, and I 
kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such an one as thyself: but 
I will reprove thee, and set them in 
order before thine eyes. Ps! 1.21. But 
the business of sin offerings tended 
very much to prevent or correct such 
erroncous notions of the moral govern- 
ment of God. In close connection 
with this, I would observe, 

3. That it would excite them to 
consider their past ways, and to repent 
of what had been amiss in their beha- 
viour. It should be carefully observed 
that the victim for the sin offering 
was provided by the offerer (Levit. v. 
6,7), which put him to some expence ; 
that he brought it to the priest at the 
door of the sienieding that it is called 
his sin; that solemnly laying his hand 
upon the head of the victim he con- 
fessed his sin, and put it to death him- 
self, or the priest for him ; that some 
of the blood was caught in a ‘bason, 
and sprinkled upon the side of the 
altar (Levit. v.Q), that the offerer was 
not permitted to eat any part of his 
sin offering, though the priest did 
(Levit. x. 16, &e.), that there was no 
oil of incense used, as that would have 
expressed joy ; that the annual day of 
expiation was a day of general humi- 
ation for the people to afflict their 
souls (Levit. xvi. 17), that then the 
whole of the sin offering was. burnt 
without the camp, ver. 27, 28; that 
the person who burnt it was defiled by 
it, and the vessel broken or cleansed 
which was used in the service (Levit. 
xvi. 28), and that all their sins were 
on that day confessed by the high 
priest over the head of the scapegoat, 
and the goat then sent away into the 
wilderness, from whence he was never 
to return; and that the high priest 


and the person who led the scapegoat 
into the wilderness were both defiled 
by this service. 

It is therefore very obvious that this 
solemn service would lead them, and 
was designed to lead them to consider 
their past ways, and to excite them to 
repent of their sins and reform their 
lives. For in those sacrifices there is 
a remenubrance again made of sing 
every year. Heb. x. 3. 

4. It would encourage the penitent 
to hope and believe that his sins were 
forgiven. The language of this ser- 
vice was, there is forgiveness with God 
that he may be feared. The law of 
Moses expressly said, and it shall be 
Jorgiven lum, Levit. vi. 7, xvi. 30. 
And those persons who lived in the 
latter sotale of the patriarchal and 
Mosaic dispensations knew that many 
persons had actually obtained forgive- 
ess inthisway. See Numb. xvi. 46, 
47. xxv. 11. 1 Sam. xxvi. 19. 2Sam., 
xxiv. 2i—25. Ezra x.0. 1 Esdras ix. 
13-—20. 2 Maccab. i. 32, 33. xii. 
39—45. 

‘To conclude ; these things evidently 
form a part of a religious dispensation, 
not indeed calculated for innocent 
creatures, or for mankind in their 
highest possible state of improvement, 
but admirably adapted to the character 
and state of ignorant and sinful beings 
who require the plainest and most 
striking modes of moral and religious 
instruction ; and therefore they mani- 
fest the great wisdom and goodness of 
God who appointed them. The fool- 
ishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 1 Cor. i. 24. 

‘The moral philosophers whose men- 
tal feelings are hurt by such humble 
modes of instruction, should recollect 
in what plain and simple. ways their 
parents first instructed them. When 
Solon the Grecian lawgiver was asked 
whether he had given the Athenians 
the best laws? he answered, the best 
of those that they would have re- 
ceived. There is no giving a perfect 
religion to imperfect creatures. All 
things must be adapted to the relations 
which they bear to those things or 
persons for whose use or benefit they 
are made. ‘To act thus is the highest 
wisdom. 

I am, your's, 


JOSEPH JEVANS. 
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« Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.""—Pors, 


SSS 


Art. [.—The History and Antiquities 
of Dissenting Churches, &c. 
[Concluded from p. 677.] 

ANY of the ejected ministers 
were men of solid and exten- 
sive learning. Some of them possessed 
very valuable libraries. ‘That belong- 
ing to Dr. Lazarus Seaman, the first 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church, in 
Silver Street, now extinct, who died 
in 1695, was sold by auction after his 
death, and produced seven hundred 
pounds, a very considerable sum in 
that day. This is said to have been 
the first library that was sold by auc- 
tion in England. A catalogue of it is 
preserved in the Museum of the Ba 
tist Academy. at Bristol, (III. 12.) 
Dr. Thomas Jacoml, the colleague of 
Dr. Seaman, at Silver Street, possessed 
‘*an incomparable library of the most 
valuable books, in every branch of 
learning.” On his death, which took 
place in 1687, his books were brought 
to the hammer, and produced thirteen 
hundred pounds. (111. 10.) The cele- 
brated Dr. Thomas Manion, who was 
pastor of a Presbyterian congregation, 
gathered by himself in Bridges Street, 
Covent Garden, and who died in 1677, 
** had a fine collection of books, which 
sold for a considerable sum after his 
death. Amongst them was the noble 
Paris edition of the Councils, in thirty 
volumes, folio, which the bookseller 
offered him for sixty pounds, or his 
Sermons on the 119th Psalm; but 
finding it too great an interruption to 
his other work, to transcribe these 
discourses, he chose rather to pay him 
the money.” (III. 562.) A history 
of the libraries of the Bartholomew 
Confessors would illustrate their cha- 
racters, and we apprehend furnish 
affecting proofs of the distress into 
which many of them were plunged. 
Mr. Wilson passes a high and de- 
served encomium upon Dr. Toulmin’s 
edition of Neal's History of the Puri- 
tans (III. 99, 100). This, as well as 
the former editions has now become 
scarce and sells at a very high price. 
A person, competent to the ah 20m 
king, might render great service to the 
Dissenters, and gain no small reputa- 
tion, by a new edition, with such 
improvements as the great number of 


recent publications on English history 
would enable him to make. Such a 
work would, we cannot doubt, be 
countenanced, if not taken in hand by 
the more respectable booksellers. Mr. 
Wilson has the requisite knowledge of 
the subject, and we are inclined to 
hope that we might rely upon his 
impartiality. 

* the latter part of the history of 
the place of worship in Silver Street, 
which has been transformed into a 
Methodist chapel, Mr. Wilson makes 
some spirited remarks upon Dissenting 
Pluralist mimisters (IN. 194, 125). 
The poverty of the Dissenters alone 
prevents the instances of ecelestastical 
polygamy being more common amongst 
them. Some recent events shew that 
congregations would secure cach a 
portion of the services of some of the 
more popular evangélical ministers, if 
they were wealthy enongh to procure 
them by a suitable offer. 

The Independent congregation at 
Haterdashers’ Hail is said to have been 
formed by a church that met, in the 
days when lords were voted useless 
and bishops a nuisance, first in the 
House of Peers and afterwards in 
Westminster Abbey. Several of Crom- 
well’s lords and members of parlia- 
ment, and two at least of the judges 
that sat on Charles I. and condemned 
him to the block, were amongst us 
members (LIL. 148—150). 

One of the earliest ministers here 
was Theophilus Gale, M. A. the author 
of “The Court of the Gentiles,” who 
is amongst the greatest literary orna- 
ments of the Nonconformists. He 
was born in 1628, and died in 1678, 
having lived long enough to establish 
a lasting reputation, but too short a 

riod to execute all the works that he 
vad planned and his friends expec 
for the promotion, of sacred learning. 
Our author has drawn up a_ judicious 
and interesting account of this distin- 
guished scholar (111. 161—108). 

In the list of the pastors of this 
same congregation are the respect 
names also of John aud Thomas Rowe, 
father and son: the latter is well 
known to have been the tutor of Dr. 
Watts. He had many other upils 
who rose to eminence. His death was 
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sudden and untimely, in the year 1705, 
and the doth of his ege. Amidst 
some common place reflections upon 
this occurrence, Mr. Wilson relieves 
the reader by relating that Mr. Grove 
published a sermon on the fear of 
death, in which the subject was treated 
in so masterly a manner, that a per- 
son of considerable rank in the 
learned worid declared, that after 
reading it he could have laid down 
bis head and died with as much satis- 
faction as he had ever done any thing 
iv his life (IIT. 171). 

We have an interesting account 
(11L. 1k5—190), of the mecting-house 
in Monkwell Street, the first that was 
built after the fire of London, 1666, 
and probably the oldest in London. 
Ilere, however, the author has been 
betrayed by his prejudices into a very 
impePtinent remark. He says, of this 
place, “at present the number of 

ws greatly exceeds that of the 
rearers, who are so few that the ends 
ef pullic worship scem scarcely answered 
by their meeting together."* Has Mr. 
Wilson then authority to determine 
the exact number of persons in a con- 
gregation that make public worship 
eflectual? He may perhaps have 
heard of high sanction being given 
to the meeting together of “two or 
three” in the name of Christ. A 
sarcastic reader 6.2 ask whether he 
would have been better pleased if he 
had been obliged to record that Presby- 
terian congregations were much more 
numerous than they really are? In 
the present instance he is, we believe, 
mistaken in point of fact. ‘The con- 
gregation at Monkwell Street is accus- 
tomed to take the lead,: and to set an 
example that is scarcely ever equalled, 
in congregational collections, which 
is a presumption that the place is not 
quite deserted ; and we are informed 
that the congregation has been of late 
years on the increase. That the ac- 
tual number of members and hearers 
is matter of surprize when the talents 
and character of the present minister 
are taken into account, we readily 
acknowledge ; and we will add that it 
is not creditable to the Presbyterian 
body that an unfriendly observer 





* The same reflection occurs with re- 
gard to two other heretical places, Princes 
Street, Westminster (IV. 58), and St. 
Thomas's, Southwark (1V. 295). 





should be able, with any semblance 
of justice, to taunt them with the 
paucity of attendants at their oldest 
place of worship, and on one of their 
most able and eloquent preachers, 

Thomas Doolittle, M. A. one of the 
Bartholemew sufferers, was the first 
minister at Monkwell Street, the 
meeting-house being, indeed, of his 
own erection. In the “ troublous 
times” in which he lived it was not 
likely that he should escape perse- 
cution: the following extract shews 
the dangers to which he was exposed 
and the temper of the age, both for 
goml and for evil, 


‘* A king’s messnger, with a company 
of the trained bands, came at midnight to 
seize Mr. Doolittle in his house; but while 
they were breaking open the door, he got 
over the wall to a neighbour's house, and 
made his escape. He purposed to have 
preached the next morning, but was pre- 
vailed upon to forbear ; and the minister 
who supplied his place, narrowly escaped 
being taken. For while in his sermon, a 
company of soldiers came into the meeting- 
house, and the officer who led them cried 
aloud to the minister, ‘I command you 
in the king’s name to come dowa.’ The 
minister answered, ‘I command you in 
the name of the King of kings, not to 
disturb his worship, but let me go on.’ 
Upoa which the officer bade bis men fire. 
The minister, undaunted, clapt bis hand 
upon his breast, and said, ‘Shoot, if you 
please, you can only kill the body, and 
after that can do no more.’ Upon which, 
the people being all in an uproar, and the 
assembly breaking up, the minister got 
away in the crowd, unobserved, and with- 
out burt.* After this, Mr. Doolittle was 
absent from home for some weeks, and 
on Lord’s-days, guards were set before the 
meeting-house, to prevent the worship of 
God being carried on there. At length 
the justices came, and had the pulpit 
pulled down, and the doors fastened, with 
the king’s broad arrow set upon them. 
The place being convenient, was soon 
after used as a chapel for the Lord Mayor, 
without any allowance to the owner. 
Thus liberty and property were invaded 
by tyrants, and Christ's faithful servants, 
by the heat of persecution, driven into 
corners.’’—III, 198, 194. 


We cannot refrain from quoting an 
extraordinary relation of a rhetorical 
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*# «The minister above alluded to, Was 
Mr. Thomas Sare, the ejected minister of 
Redford, in Gloucestershire, concerning 
whose history no particulars ate  pre- 
served,” 
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artifice practised by Mr. Doolittle for 
the sake of winning a soul. 


** Being eugaged in the usual service on 

a certain occasion, when he bad finished 
bis prayer, he looked around upon the 
congregation, and observed a young mun 
just shut into one of the pews, who dis- 
vovered much uneasiness inv that situation, 
and seemed to wish to go out again. Mr. 
Doolittle feeling a peculiar desire to detain 
him, hit upon the following expedient. 
Terning towards one of the members of 
his church, who sat in the gallery, he 
asked him this question aloud, ‘ Brother, 
do you repent of your coming to Christ ?’ 
* No, Sir, (he replied), I never was happy 
till then; 1 only repent that 1 did not 
come to him sooner.” Mr. Doolittle then 
turned towards the opposite gallery, and 
addressed bimself to au aged member in 
the same manner. ‘ Brother, do you re- 
pent that you came to Christ?’ ‘No, 
Sir, (said he) I have known the Lord 
from my youthup.’ He then looked down 
upon the young man, whose attention was 
tuily engaged, and fixing his eyes upon 
him, said, ‘ Young man, are you willing 
to come to Christ?’ This unexpected ad- 
dress from the pulpit, exciting the obser- 
vation of all the people, so affected bim, 
that he sat down and hid his face. The 
persen who sat next him encouraged him 
to rise and answer the question. Mr. 
Doolittle repeated it, ‘ Young man are 
you willing to come to Christ?’ With a 
tremulous voice, he replied, ‘ Yes, Sir.’ 
* But when, Sir?’ added the minister, in 
2 solémn and lond tone. He mildly an- 
swered, * Now, Sir.’ 6 Then st»y (said 
he) and hear the word of the Lord, which 
you will fud in 2 Cor. vi.2. Behold now 
is the accepted time; behold now is the 
day of salvation, By this sermon God 
touched the heart of the young man. He 
came into the vestry, after service, dis- 
solved in tears. That unwillingness to 
stay, which he had discovered, was oc- 
wsioned by the strict injunction of his 
father, who threatened, that if ever he 
went lo bear the fanatics, he would turn 
him out of doors. Having now heard, and 
unable to conceal the feeliugs of his mind, 
he was afraid to meet his father. Mr. 
Doolittle sat down, and wrote an affection- 
ste letter to him, which bad so good an 
efleet, that beth father and mother came 
to bear for themselves, The Lord gra- 
tiously met with them both ; and father, 
mother, and son, were together received 
with universal joy, into that church.”— 
Ili. 198, 199. 

_ There are some mistakes in the in- 
cidental account of the congregation 
at Newington Green (ILL. 215). Mr. 
tow Dr.) Lindsay did not resign his 
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office of afternoon preacher so early as 

1803, nor tll two years after that 
period; and the place was not “ shut 
up” on his resignation. Mr. Barbauld 
was then morning preacher, and Mr 
Thomas Rees was chosen for the 
afternoon. When Mr, Barbauld re- 
signed, Mr. Rees undertook the morn. 
ing service, and the afternoon service 
was dropped. On Mr. Rees’s removal 
to St. ‘Thomas's in the Borough, Mr. 
Gilchrist became morning preacher, 
and still continues to exercise that 
office along with the pastorship ot 
the General Baptist afternoon congre- 
gation at Worship Street. 

The history of ** Paul's Alley, Bar- 
bican, General Baptist, extinct,” in- 
cludes memoirs of the three most 
eminent men whom the General Bap- 
tists have had in their denomination, 
viz. John Gale, Joseph Burroughs, and 
Dr. James Foster. ‘The life of the 
last preacher was before given ; those 
of Burroughs and of Gale Seve inserted 
are drawn up in a truly liberal spirit. 
In the list of the Works of Burroughs 
there is mentioned, ‘* A Latin Dis- 
course on the Holiness of Places, 
from Isaiah Ixvi. 1—3; delivered at 
the annual meeting of the Dissenting 
Ministers at Dr. Williams's eon b 
Red Cross Street.” Was it formerly 
the custom for the London Ministers 
to have annually a concio ad clerwn? 
Why was it dropped? We can con- 
ceive that it would be of great use to 
revive the custom. The three De- 
nominations might select in turn one 
of the ablest elders of the body to 
deliver a discourse on some one of the 
many points in which wo a 

“| interest. The true Dissenting 
principle would thus be kept alive; 
and the yearly meeting would be much 
more interesting and attractive than it 
now is, being convened for the sole 
putpose of passing resolutions which 
are matters of course, and which every 
one knows beforehand and expects.— 
Mr. Wilson has given a good engraving 
of Mr. Burroughs from a painting 'D 
the Red Cross Street Library. (LI. 
228 ef seq. 

"Paul's Alley was given up by the 
General Baptists in 1777, 08 the 
erection of the new meeting-house in 
Worship Street, and fell into the 
hands of the Sandemanians, of whase 
tenets and of whose leaders, John Glas 
and Revert Sandeman, there 1s 3 
account (I1}. 261 ef seg.). ‘The pecu- 




















liar Sandemanian tenet is well exe 
pressed in the epitaph on the tomb- 
stone of Sandeman, who died at 
Daubury, in the United States of 
America, 1771, aged 53 years, viz. 
“That the dare work of Jesus Christ, 
without a deed or thought on the part 
6f man, is sufficient to present the 
chief of sinners spotless before God.” 
If any thing be necessary in explana- 
tien, itisonly that the simple belief 
of this truth is saving faith. With 
this notion the Sandemanians unite 
many of the ceremonies and customs 
of the primitive church, and a most 
rigid and formidable discipline. 

We have mention (III. 289), of 
Mr. Pilliam Manning, who in the 
beginning of the last century was mi- 
nister of a nonconformist church at 
Peasenhall, in the county of Suffolk or 
Norfolk, and who was distinguished 
in his day for his zeal on what Mr, 
Wilson calls ‘the Socinian side of 
the question.” He is said to have 
been instrumental in changing the 
views of Mr. Emlyn, whilst that cele- 
brated Unitarian confessor was minis- 
ter at Leostoff. Can any of our readers 
refer us to any further account of Mr. 
Manning? . 

The history of J¥illiam Jenkyn, 
M. A. is a striking exemplification of 
the baseness and cruelty of the reign of 
Charles the Second. This gentleman 
had been always a royalist, and had 
nearly perished with Christopher Love 
in the undertaking, 1651, 10 bring in 
Prince. Charles. ‘The prince was at 
length brought in and the noted Bar- 
tholomew Act followed, by which 
Jenkyn with hundreds of others was 
thrown out of the church, and exposed 
at times to unrelenting persecution. 
He was cast into Newgate, September 
2; 1684, for assembling with other 
friends to spend a day in prayer, and 
for refusing the Oxford oath of passive 
obedience and non-resistance. At 
this time he was in an ill state of 
health, and his physicians represented 
to the king that his life was in danger 
from close imprisonment: nothing 
could move Charles's iron heart; he 
replied sternly, ‘Jenkyn shall be a 
prisoner as long as ‘he lives.” The 
threat was fulfilled, and the confine- 
ment made more rigorous than ever ; 
insomuch that he was not suffered to 
pray with his’ own daughter who 
went to ask his blessing. As_ was 
intended, he died in Newgate, where, 
VOL. x3, oA 
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as he said a little before his death, a 
man might be as effectually murdered 
asat Tyburn, This event took place 
January 19, 1685. ‘The martyr, as he 
is truly styled in the inscription on his 
tomb, was aged 72 years. His friends 
buried him with great honour in Bun- 
hill. Fields ; his remains being attended 
thither by at least one hundred and 
fifty coaches. His daughter who was 
a high-spirited woman, gave mourning 
rings at her father’s funeral, with this 
motto: Mr. William Jenkyn, murdered 
wn Newgate. A nobleman having 
heard of his happy release said to the 
king, ** May i please your majesty, 
Jenkyn has got his literty.” Upon 
which Charles asked with eagerness, 
“* dye! who gave it him?” ‘The no- 
bleman replied, ‘* A greater than your 
majesty, the King of kings,” with which 
the king seemed greatly struck, and 
remained silent (111. 328—335). 

The “ Non-Jurors” are introduced 
(III. 358 e¢ seg.), with questionable 
propriety into a “ History of Dissent- 
ing Churches.” They would have 
esteemed it the lowest degradation to 
have taken shelter under the Tolera- 
tion Act. The author shews. them 


no mercy; but» he may justly plead’ | 


that they were on some occasions dis- 
yosed to be merciless. We are more 
inclined than he to allow to some of 


them the praise of integrity and piety . 


as well as of learning. We are in- 
debted to them for some of the best 
devotional books in the English lan- 
iage. Collier was quite 4 Puritan in 
his morals ; and few English primates 
have lived or died more irreproach- 
ably and exemplarily than the deprived 
Archbishop Saricroft. Some interesi- 
ing anecdotes are told of his simplhieity, 
frugality, meckness and charity in his 
village retirement of Scarding. , Ot 
his death-bed he said to one of his 
chaplains who had conformed by 
taking the oaths to the revolution 
vernment, “ You and I have gone 
different ways in these late affairs ; but 
I trust heaven's gates are wide enough 
to receive us both. _What I have 
done, I have done in the integrity 
my. heart—indeed in the great inte 
grity of my heart,” : 
After some of the preceding strice. 
tures we are bound in justice to com. 
mend Mr. Wilson's Logg, in his. 
memoif hard Emig OM 
et seg.), which is quite as full as the 
plan of the History admitted, and not 
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accompanied by-a single unbecoming 
reflection. He conjectures that Mr. 
Emlyn’s small society of Unitarians 
assembled in a meeting-house in the 
Old Bailey... To this conjecture is op- 
ees the testimony of a contemporary, 
eslie, who says (Socin. Controv. 
6 Dial. p. 40), that the place used by 
Mr. Emlyn was Cuflers’ Hall. His 
words are, “ The Socinians have now 
for a long time had an open meeting- 
house in Cutlers’ Hall, in London, 
their preacher one Ewlyn, formerly a 
Dissenting preacher in Dublin.” Mr. 
Wilson brings the history of Cutlers’ 
Hall no lower down than 1697, when 
it was quitted by Beverley the Prophet 
(II. 63 et seq.), after which it might 
be oceupied by Mr. Emlyn’s congre- 
gation. This supposition is counten- 
anced by a passage in another of 
Leslie's works less: known, which 
fixes the date of Mr. Emlyn’s ministry 
in London. We refer to “A View 
of the Times, their Principles and 
Practices, in the Rehearsals, by Phila- 
lethes,” in 6 vols. 12mo. ‘The Re- 
hearsal was a jacobite paper which 
speceres twice a week. In the con- 
elusion of No. 279, published Satur- 
day, January 17, 1707, (Vol. IV. 
235, 2nd ed.), the writer says, ‘‘ there 
is one Emlin who was a Presbyterian 
cher in Dublin, but spewed out 

y them for his Socinianism, and (to 
their honour | speak it) they prose- 
cuted him also at the law for it, and 
he was fined and imprisoned. But he 
forind means to escape and came over 
hither, and for these several years has 
kept a pullick mecting-house in Londan, 
as he still does. And one of his con- 
gregation (1 was told his name) is 
e over to the Camisars, but still 
eeps his Socinianism. And I have 
a book generally said to be written by 
this Emlin since he came over hither, 
which is reckoned a master-piece of 
Socinianism, And I know where he 
lodges, if any body has a mind to 
speak with him. In the Life of Mr. 
Thomas Firmin it is told to his honour 
that he had a design to have a Soci- 
mian church or meeting set up in 
London, and now we see it brought to 
=a by way of moderation.” This 
urious author's zeal against Socinians 
must have made him eager to find out, 
and his wish to bring them into trou- 
ble must have disposed him to make 
conic. their true place of assembly. 
Ve may conclude, therefore, in the 


absence of better evidence, that Mr. 
Emlyn preached at Cutlers’ Hall = it 
was on the south side of Cloak Lane, 
U per Thames Street. 

he account of the “ United Bre- 
thren” or Moravians (III. 420—426), 
gives a just and pleasing picture of 
this once enthusiastic and now de. 
clining, but always amiable sect. 

The article “ Fakes Street, Unita- 
tarians” (III. 47g¢—491), is entitled to 
great praise. ‘The anecdote of Mr. 
Lindsey contained in the following 
extract is quite new to us; the whole 
passage will shew Mr. Wilson's cam 
dour : 


*« The character and sentiments of Mr. 
Lindsey are so well known to most of our 
readers, that they require but little illus- 
tration from our pen. By the admirers of 
his theological system, the highest eu- 
logium has been passed upon both, and its 
most strenuous opposers cannot but sub- 
scribe to the general excellence of bis 
character. He appears to have set ont in 
life under strong impressions of the value 
and importance of the ministerial office, 
and his conduct asa parish priest, while he 
had the superintendance of a parish, was 
truly exemplary. That late excellent mi- 
nister, Mr. David Simpson, of Macciesfield, 
as we find in his life, owed his first attention 
to sacred things, tothe care of Mr. Lindsey. 
Soon after his. entrance at St. John’s Col- 
lege, he spent part of a vacation at the 
vicarage of Catterick. Before the visit 
closed, Mr. Lindsey took occasion to in- 
quire of the young collegian concerning 
the nature of his studies, and the manner 
in which be employed his time. From the 
nature of the reply, he soon perceived that 
his young visitor had been altogether in- 
attentive to the study of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. After expressing his surprize, Mr. 
Lindsey, in a very emphatical and pointed 
address, urged him to turn his attention to 
his hitherto neglected Bible. His remarks 
and advice produced a very serious effect 
upon Mr. Simpson's mind, which was 
filled with conviction and remerse, and 
henceforward he became an altered man.* 
This simple anecdote will tell a thousand 
times stronger in favour of Mr. Lindsey's 
character, than the most laboured pane- 
gyric. If some of our readers should 
Jament the change that afterwards took 
place in the theological opinions of 80 
exemplary a person, and which went to the 
full extent of modern Socinianism, they 
will at the same time admire that noble 
disinterestedness, and integrity of conduet, 
whieh induced him to resign a situation, 





* “ Life of Simpson, apud Theol. Mag. 
for Nor. 1801." 
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mot only of ease, but of affluence and 
honour, for the possible alternative of 
poverty and contempt. Men who have 
the courage and principle to make this 
sacrifice upon the altar of conscicuce, 
whatever may be their individual sen- 
timents, deserve to be enrolled amongst 
those illustrious confessors, whose names 
impart dignity to the human character,”’—~ 
Ill. 486, 497. 


We are a little surprised that the 
author did not furnish a more com- 
lete list of the publications of Dr. 

isney. He has not mentioned the 
very valuable memoirs published by 
this gentleman of Sykes and Jortin. 
This ts the more singular, as the Life 
of Sykes is quoted II]. 385. There is 
a sunilar imperfection in the notice of 
Mr. Belsham’s works. ‘The author 
has been more careful in his cata- 
logues of the publications of some of 
our *‘ Orthodox” contemporaries. [See 
articularly the articles Seuhe Burder, 
fi. 469—471, and Rolert Winter, 
D. D. II]. 544, 545}. 

The reader will be much amused 
with the lives of those ‘‘ Orthodox” 
wits, Daniel Burgess and Thomas 
Bradbury, who were both pastors for 
many years of the respectable Inde- 
pendent congregation, New Court, 
Carey Street. Burgess.once assigned, 
we suppose in the pulpit, a curious 
reason why the people of God, who 
descended from Jacob, were called 
Israelites ; it was because God did not 
ehoose that his people should be called 
Jacobites (111. 498, Note). The fol- 
lowing, with other anecdotes of Brad- 
bury, are still related by his respectable 
descendants : 

“€ The gloomy state of public affairs, in 
éonsequence of the intrigues that were 
carried on in favour of the Pretender, ex- 
cited in all true Protestants the most dis- 
mal apprehensions for the safety of the 
nation; when to their unspeakable joy, 
the storm suddenly blew over by the death 
of the Queen, after a short illness, on 
Sunday, August the Ist, 1714. On that 
very morning, as we are informed, while 
Mr. Bradbury was walking along Smithfield, 
in a pensive condition, Bishop Burnet hap- 
pened to pass through in his carriage; and 
observing his friend, called out to him by 
name, and inquired the cause of his great 
thoughtfulness. ‘I am thinking,’ replies 
Mr. Bradbury, ‘whether I shall have the 
constancy and ene of nat, Aa 
gompany of mart whose ashes - 
posited in this i for J most assuredly 
expect to see similar times of violence and 


persecution, and that I shall be called to 
suffer in a like cause.’ The Bishop, who 
was himself equally zealous in the Pro- 
testant cause, endeavoured to quiet his 
fears; told him that the Queen was very 
ill; that she was given over by her phy- 
sicians, who expected every hour to be her 
last ; and that he was then going to the court 
to inform himself as to the exact particu- 
lars. He moreover assured Mr. Bradbury 
that he would dispatch a messenger to him 
with the earliest intelligence of the Queen's 
death ; and that if he should happen to be 
in the pulpit when the messenger arrived, 
he should be instructed to drop a hand- 
kerchief from the gallery, as a token of 
that event. It so happened that the 
Queen died while Mr, Bradbury was 
preaching, and the intelligence was com- 
municated to him by the signal agreed 
upon.* It need hardly be mentioned 
what joy the news gave him; he, 
however, suppressed bis feelings during 
the sermon; but in his last prayer re- 
turned thanks to God for the deliverance 
of these kingdoms from the evil counsels 
and designs of their enemies, and implored 
the Divine blessing upon bis majesty, King 
George, and the house of Hlanover.t He 
then gave out the 29th Psalm, from Patrick's 
collection, which was strikingly appropri- 
ate to the occasion. Mr. Bradbury ever 
afterwards glonied in being the first map 
who proclaimed King George the First. 
‘* This bold and unexpected proclamas 
tion could not but greatly surprize Mr, 
Bradbury's congregation, and excite their 
alarm for his safety. Accordingly, when 
he came down from the pulpit, some of his 
friends expressed their apprebension on his 
account; he, bowever, soon convinced 
them that he was upon safe ground, by a 
relation of what had happened. The sen- 
timents of joy which were diffused through- 
out the nation by the Queen's death, will 
be better conceived than expressed ; and 
from what has been already related, it may 
be supposed that Mr. Braubary partook 
largely in the public rejoicing, “This, be 
was not backward to declare, both from the 
pulpit and from the press ; aud it is com- 
monly reported, that he preached soon after 
that event upon the following text; Go, 
see now this cursed woman, and bury her; 
for she is a@ king's daughter.; Mr. 
Bradbury was one of the Dissenting mi- 
nisters who carried up the congratulatory 
address to George [. upon his arysagy "Mg 
, vere dressed in cloaks 
the throne. Asthey were dé 
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* “The messenger employed upon this 
occasion, is said to have beew his brother, 
Mr. John Bradbury, who followed the 
medical profession.”’ 

+ % Private Information,’ 

t ‘2 Kings, ix, 34.” 
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according to the fashion of the court, upon 
that occasion, a certain pobleman* accost- 
ed him with, ‘ Pray, Sir, is this.a funeral ?’ 
—‘ Yes, my Lord,’ replied Mr. Bradbury, 
*it is the funeral of the schism bill, and 
the resurrection of liberty’.’’—III. 512, 
$14. 


We are told (LV. 32), that on the 
lease of the meeting-house in Peter 
Street, Soho, expiring, the landlord 
refused from pure bigotry to allow the 
use of it any longer to the Dissenters : 
this scrupulous churchman was no 
other than Mr. Horne, 9 poulterer in 
Newport. Market,} the father of the 
late celebrated John Horne Tooke, 
who inherited his father’s high church 
jeres es though they did not make 

im religious, and frequently spoke of 
the Dissenters with bitterness. 

Princes Street, Westminster, gives 
occasion to some of the richest pieces 
of biography in the work cv. 57 
—118). The author has done justice 
to the able Nonconformist historian, 
Calamy. As this entinent divine was 
engaged in controversy with the 
French prophets, his biographer pro- 
perly traces the history of those extra- 
ordinary enthusiasts, whom he doss 
not with Messrs. Bogue and Bennett 
survey with any feeling of doubt or 
wonder. [See Mon. Repos. IV. 634. 
Also ILI. 467.1] With the memoir of 
Mr. Samuel Say, of whom and his 
papers there is a full account in our 
fourth and fifth volumes, we have a 
good portrait from a painting in the 

sion of the Rev. S. S. Toms, of 
ramlingham. In the biography of 
Dr. Kippis, which is well drawn up, 
there is a piece of advice to “ Soci- 
nians,” founded we apprehend upon a 
mistake, It is allowed that the Dr. 
* inclined to the distinguishing tenets 
ef Socinus” (there was more than 
inclination), but it is added to his praise 
that he ‘disapproved of the conduct 
of the modern Socinians, in assuming 
to themselves the exclusive appellation 
of Unitarians.” Did then Dr. Kippis 
wish that Zrinitarians should be called 





* “* Said te bave been Lord Bolingbroke.”’ 

+ The bumble calling of bis father gave 
occasion to one of the earliest sallies of 
John Horne Tooke’s wit. His class- 
’ fellows at one of the public schools were 
one day boasting of their families. Horne 
was silent, but being pressed on the sub- 
ject of his parentage escaped contempt by 
& well-timed pun: his father, be said, was 
@ Turkey merchant, 


Unitarians ? The extension of ‘the 
term was never debated with regard 
to them, but in reference solely to: the 
Arians, to whom the majority of the 


Unitarians of the present day are in 


the habit of applying it. Encouraged 
however by Dr. Rivpiss examipk, 
Mr. Wilsen proceeds seriously to ad- 
vise the ‘* Socinians” to drop a name 
which will always be withheld from 
thein by intelligent “* Anti-Socinians.” 
This reminds us of the old practice 
of re-baptizing heretics. With sub- 
mission, we venture to proncuncs 
that the name Unitarian will not be 
always withheld from those that claim 
it by Antt-Socinians, whether “ intel- 
ligent” or “ unintelligent.” A mass of 
books must be destroyed in order to 
eradicate the term, and amongst them 
Mr. Wilson's History, in the third 
volume of which the running title for 
twelve pages together is ‘* Essex Street 
— Unitarian.” 

We are indebted to Mr. Wilson 
for a better biographical account than 
we had before secn of John Canne, 
the Puritan annotator. He was a 
thorough reformer and = the 
whole a very interesting character. 
There is a statement here of the charge 
against him [see Mon. Repos. X. 418, 
547] of designing a Bible “ without 
note or comment.” Canne emigrated 
from England to Holland, with other 
Brownists, to avoid persecution. He 
settled at Amsterdam, and there fol- 
lowed the art of printing for a liveli- 
hood: his name appears as _ printer to 
a 4to. tract before us (which is re- 
ferred to by Mr. Wilson) entitled 
“« Man's Mortallitie, &c. by R. O. 
1643."* His being accessary in any 
degree to the appearance of a wor 
designed to explode the common no- 
tion of the human soul, is a proof of 
his being at least a friend to free 


inquiry. Sa 
Carine preached whilst he was in 





® There is a large account of this book 
in Archdeacon Blackburne’s Hist. View of 
the Controv. concerning an Intermediate 
State, ch. xv. It is ‘there stated by mis- 
take that the date of the first, Canne’s, 
edition was 1644. The Archdeacon 1s 
also in error with regard to the date of the 
2nd edition at London. He assigns the 
year 1655; but the year in a copy in eur 
possession is 1674. This edition is (net 
as Blackburne says 24to. but) very small 
Svo. The title is- altered to Man wholly 
Mortal, &«. 
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England at Deadman's Place, South- 
wark, where he was succeeded about 
1633 by “Cobler How,” principally 
known by a sermon against a learned 
ministry, which has passed through 
several editions, some of which have 
the following lines in the title-page 
(IV. 138): 


What How? How now? hath How such 
learning found, 

To throw art’s curious image to the 
ground ; 

Cambridge and Oxford may their glory 
now 

Veil to a Cobler, if they know but Hew. 


This lay-preacher was much perse- 
cuted, and dying under the sentence 
of excommunication, was buried in 
the highway, in a spot where many of 
his people afterwards directed their 
ashes to be laid. 

A good story is related (IV. 155, 
156), of Richard Baxter. Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham, and Wilmot, 
Earl of Rochester, wits and debauchees 
of the court of Charles II. meeting 
the-dld nonconformist teacher as they 
were riding in the country, and wish- 
ing to have a little merriment at his 
expence, accosted him gravely, ‘* Pray 
Mr. Baxter, which is the nearest road 
tohell?” The good man replied, it 
may be supposed to their surprise and 
-confusion, 


** Rochester some say, 
But Buckingham’s the nearest way.” 


It is remarked (IV. 225), as a sin- 
gular fact with regard to the Baptist 
church, Carlier Lane, Tooley Street, 
that during the ninety-four years that 
it has existed, it has had but two pas- 
tors, Drs. Gill and Rippon, of whom 
the latter is still living, and, it may be 
added, actively performing his minis- 
terial duties. 

The intreduction to the account of 
St. Thomas's, Southwark (1V. 294 et 
#e9.), contains some reflections un- 
called for by the sukject. The decline 
of the congregation since the time of 
its having Calvinistic ministers is 
charged directly to its departure from 
“the old Protestant doctrines ;” but 
Ahow many declensions has the histo- 
rian recorded in churches that have 
never swerved from the Assembly's 
‘Catechism ? _He has not accounted 
for these, nor was it his province; and 
dhis work would have been fully an- 
swerable to its title if he had contented 
himself with giving the history of 
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Presbyterian churches without specu- 
lating upon the causes of their decay. 

He insinuates a charge against this 
congregation of ‘an approximation 
to the world.” Can the reader guess 
the reason? it is because the ataols at 
St. Thomas's call their place of wor- 
ship an * Unitarian chapel.” The 
worldliness is not, we presume, in the 
former of these terms; but what new 
superstition would the writer intro- 
duce, by thus dividing the noncon- 
formists into worldlings or saints, 
according as they denominate their 
houses of prayer chapels or meeting- 
houses ? 

This change, too, as well as the 
institution of Unitarian Lectures in 
the wg is attributed to the passing 
of the ‘Trinity Bill; whereas both the 
Lectures As go inscription were, if 
we remember rightly, set up before 
that wise and just legislative measure 
had been adopted. 

There is the error (p. 296 and 319) 
of Thomus for John Kentish; and Mr. 
Kentish is represented as having been 
afiernoon preacher at St. Thomas's 
from the time of his removal from 
Plymouth, to his settlement at Bir- 
mingham, whereas he was for several 
years the afternoon preacher to the 
Gravel-Pit congregation, Hackney. 

The author is mistaken also with 
regard to Mr. Edmund Butcher's leav- 
ing Sidmouth and being “ now (1814) 
at Bridgwater” (IV. 405). Mr. But- 
cher is and has been for many years 
the much-respected pastor of the Pres- 
byterian congregation at Sidmouth, — 

We have an intervene memoir 
(IV: 408—410) of John 
one of the eiected ministers, who ig 
said to have survived all his brethren, 
living to nearly his hundredth year. 
Calamy relates that when he was 
writing his account of the ejected mi- 
nisters he sent to Humphrey for a list 
of his writings: ‘* The good old gen- 
tleman,” says he, ‘sent me word for 
answer, that he desired no more than 
to go to his grave with a sprig of rose- 
mary.” He complied, however, with 
the request, and communicated with 
the account of his publications some 
anecdotes of his life, which may be 
seen in Calamy. 

We might extend our remarks, and 
multiply our extracts, but we have 
already excceded the limits of our 
review and must desist. 

Our opinion of this work bas been 


umphrey,. 
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freely — in the course of our 


review ; but we shall have misrepre- 
sented our own sentiments if the 
reader have not gathered that we re- 
gard it, with all its little defects, as 
t 


most valuable contribution that: 


has been made of late years to the 
records of nonconformity. It is en- 
titled to a place in all our congrega- 
tional libraries. We wish the author 
had not so often indulged his religious 
partialities ; but, as it 1s, we cerdially 
thank him for his volumes, and if our 
voice could have any influence over 
him, we would earnestly intreat him 
to favour the public in some shape or 
other with the remainder of his histo- 
rical oe 

A ce Appendix is added to the 
[Vth voleion, on the present state of 
the Dissenting interest and _ other 
branches of ecclesiastical history, 


which contains many just thoughts 
and seasonable remonstrances, but 
which occupies room that we would 
rather have seen filled with memoirs 
of nonconformist churches. 

There are twenty-six portraits, in the 
four volumes, of the following minis- 
ters: Timothy Cruso, William Har- 
ris, D. D. (Rome: Wilton, D. D. 
Benjamin Grosvenor, D. D. Benja- 
min Robinson, William Kiffin, en 
Newman, Samuel Pike, Samuel 
Wright, D.D. John Evans, D.D. 
John Allen, M.D. Caleb Fleming, 
ID. D. Timothy Rogers, M. A. Tho- 
mas Amory, D.D. Richard Steel, 
M. A. Hanserd Knollys, Joseph Bur- 
roughs, William King, Benjainin 
Avery, LL.D. Daniel Burgess, Sa- 
muel Say, Joshua Oldfield, D. D. 
Timothy Lamb, Thomas Cotton, 
Joshua Bayes, Joseph Hussey. 
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Died Tuesday November 26, the 
Rev. Daw Taytor, who had been 
pastor of the General Baptist congre- 
. Church Lane, White-Chapel, 

andon, thirty one years, aged 78. 
Mr ‘Taylor was active and respected in 
his profession. He was considered as 
the head of the new connéxion of 
General Baptists, and for some years 
superintended their academy for mi- 
nisters. He was several times ap- 
pointed to the chair at the meetings of 
the Dissenting ministers at Dr. Wil- 
liams's Library. 

He was born in the neighbourhood 
of Halifax, in Yorkshire, December 
17, 1738, and became a preacher 
about the year 1760. He married 
about 1763, and by his first wife had 
thirteen children, of whom six, namely 
one son and five daughters, survive 
him. He had been married five weeks 
to a fourth wife at the time of his 
death. He had been subject to faint- 
ing: for some months, and was some- 
times affected in the street, and obliged 
to. casual passengers for conveyance 
home. Thursday November 21, he 
had a severe epileptic attack, but re- 
covered in a few hours, and preached 
twice on Sunday, November 24. 
Monday. 25, he walked not less than 
seven or eight miles, but was excess- 
ively fatigued. Tucsday morning, 
November 26, at three o'clock, he was 


seized suddenly and very seriously; 
afterwards, however, he became tole- 
rably cheerful, conversed much in his 
usual way, got up to dinner, smoked 
his pipe, and afterwards slept very 
calmly for two hours, got up again in 
the afternoon, conversed and smoked 
as before, walked a little at intervals 
till seven o'clock, when he died almost 
instantaneously, while sitting in his 
chair. He was cheerful, composed 
and peaceful to the last. 

His remains were interred on Bun- 
hill Fields, December 5: Mr. Kello, 
the Independent minister spoke at the 
grave. Hisfuneral sermon was preached 
at his meeting-house on Sunday De- 
cember 15, to a numerous auditory, 
by the Rev. Robert Smith, of Not- 
tingham, from 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7,8. | 

Ir. Taylor's opinions were, with 
the exception of baptism, nearly the 
same as those of the Wesleian Metho- 
dists. He separated some years ago 
from the General Baptist assembly. 
Of late years he has been. heard to 
express respect for some of the mem- 
bers of the old connexion to whom 
his zeal for a higher system of ortho- 
doxy caused him to appear for a time 
hostile. 

The following is the most complete 
list of his numerous publications which 
his family can furnish. 


1, The Necessity of Searching the 
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Scriptures; with directions. A Ser- 
mon. 

2. The Faithful and Wise Steward. 
A Sermon addressed to young minis- 
ters at an association. 

3. ‘The Mourning Pareut comforted. 
The substance of two Sermons, occa- 
sioned by the death of two of the 
author's children. 

4. The Scriptural Account of the 
way of Salvation ; in two parts. 

5. The Duty of Gospel Ministers, 
explained and enforced at an ordina- 
uon. 

6. An Humble Essay on Christian 
Baptism. The second edition, with 
two Letters to the Rev. Dr. Addington 
on the subjects and mode of Baptism. 

7. Our Saviour’s Commission, ex- 

lained and improved. A Sermon on 
Mase. Xxviii. 19, 20. 

8. Scrutator’s Query, respecting the 
extent of our Blessed Saviour's death. 
 g. Scrutator to Responsor; or an 
Introduction to a farther proof (if need 
be) that Jesus Christ laid down his 
Life for the Sins of all Mankind. 

10. Scripture Directions and En- 
couragements for Feeble Christians. 

11. Rules and Observations for the 
Enjoyment of Health and Long Life. 
Extracted from Dr. Cheyne. 

12: Candidus Examined with Can- 
dour. On Free Communion. 

13. A Practical Improvement of the 
Divinity and Atonement of Jesus, 
attempted in Verse. 

14. Entertainment and Profit united. 
Easy: Verses on the chief subjects of 
Christianity, for children and youth. 
Third edition. 

15. The Stroke of Death, practi- 
cally improved. A Funeral Sermon 
for Mrs. Susanna Birley, late wife of 
the Rev. George Birley, of St. Ives, 
Huntingdonshire. To which is pre- 
fixed the Speech delivered at her I nter- 
ment, by the Rev. Robert Robingon, 
of Cambridge. 

16. An al on the Right Use of 
Earthly Treasure, in Three Letters to 
a Friend. 

17. Observations on the Rev. An- 
drew Fuller's Pamphlet, entitled 
* The Gospel of Christ worthy of all 
Acceptation.” In Nine Letters to a 
Friend. ; 

18. Observations on the Rev. An- 
drew Fuller's Reply to the above, or a 
Further Attempt to prove that the 
Universal Invitations of the Gospel 
are founded on the Universality of 





Divine Love, and the death of Jesus 


Christ, as the propitiation for the sins, 


of the whole werld. In _ thirteen 
Letters toa Friend. Second edition. 

19. The Friendly Conclusion with 
the Rev. Andrew Fuller, respecting 
the Extent of our Saviour’s Death. In 
four Letters to a Friend. 

20. The Cause of National Calami- 
ties, and the Certain Means of pre- 
venting or removing them. A Fast 
Day Sermon on 1 Sam. xii. 14, 15, 
Feb. 25, 1795. 

21. The Eternity of Future Punish- 
ment, asserted and improved. 

22. ‘The Eternity of Future Punish- 
ment re-asserted, the Importance of 
the Doctrine stated, and ss Truth of 
it vindicated, in a Reply to the Ex. 
ceptions of the Rev. Mr. Winchester 
against it. In six Letters to the Rev. 
G b- of C . 

23. ‘The Interposition of Providence 
in the Recovery of his Majesty King 
George the Third, illustrated and im- 
proved. A Sermon. 

24. A Dissertation on Singing in 
the Worship of God, interspersed with 
oceasional Strictures on the Rev. Mr. 
Boyce's Tract, entitled, ** Serious 
Thoughts on the Present Mode and 
Practice of Singing’ in the Public 
Worship of God.” 

25. A Second Dissertation on Sing- 
ing in the Worship of God, in defence 
of the former. ' 

26. The Consistent Christian, or 
Truth, Peace, Holiness, Unanimity, 
Stedfastness and Zeal recommended. 
The substance of five Sermons. 

27. A Charge and Sermon, deli- 
vered at the Ordination of the Rev. 
John Deacon, on Wednesday, April 
26, 1736, at Leicester; together with 
the Introductory Discourse, the Ques- 
tions proposed to the Church and the 
Minister, the Answers returned, and 
Mr. Deacon's Profession of Faith. 
The Introductory Discourse and 
Charge by D. Taylor, of London; 
the Sermon by WwW. Thompson, of 
Boston. 

2g. A Charge and Sermon, together 
with a Confession of Faith, delivered 
at the Ordination of the Rev. George 
Birley, on Wednesday, October 18, 
1786, at St. Ives, Huntingdonshire. 
The Charge by D. Taylor, of London, 
the Sermon by R. Robinson, of Cam, 
bridge. 

29. Memoirs of the Life, Character 
and Ministry of the late Rev. William 
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Thompson, of Boston, in Lincolnshire. 
To which is prefixed a Discourse on 
2 Cor. xiii. 11, occasioned by his 
death. 

30. The Principal Parts of the 
Christian Religion respecting Faith 
and Practice. A new edition corrected 
and enlarged. 

31. A Compendious View of the 
Nature and Importance of Christian 
Baptism. Fifth edition. 

32. A Catechism; or Instructions 
for Children and Youth, in the Fun- 
damental Doctrines of Christianity. 
Tenth edition. 

33. A Good Minister of Jesus 
Christ. A Sermon occasioned by the 
death of the Rev. Samuel Stennett, 
D. D. 

34. A Sermon occasoned by the 
Death of Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor (the 
author's first wife) who died October 
$2; 1793, with a short account of her 
Life and description of her Character. 

35. The Nature and Importance of 
Preparatory Studies prior to entering 
onthe Christian Ministry considered. 
A Sermon delivered at Loughborough 
beforé the Governors of the General 
Baptists’ Academy, on Matt. xiii. 52. 

. An Essay on the Truth and 
Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 

37. A Letter on the Duties of 
Church Members to each other. 

38. A Letter to the Churches on 
the Universality of our Saviour's 


Death. 


On Saturdsy, November 23, 1816, 
the Rev. BensamMin Carpenter, of 
Old Swinford, near Stourlridee, atter a 
pilgrimage of sixty-four years, entered 
on his eternal rest. It must be left toa 
future occasion and to some other pen, 
minutely to describe the excellencies 
of his mind and character, to do justice 
to his seriousness of temper, his zeal in 
what he conceived to be the cause of 
his Divine Master, and his constant, 
delicate, undissembled sympathy in the 
sorrows of the poor, the sick, the 
mourning and the destituwe. The 
friend who offers this tribute to the 
memory of one whom, amidst impor- 
tant differences of opinion, he cor- 
dially esteemed and loved, had many 
opportunities of knowing that Mr, 
Carpenter possessed unfeigaed candour 
of disposition. ‘The seeming departure 
from this spirit, which his writings 
may have been thought occasionally to 
exhibit, arose from uo unkindness of 
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feeling ; for his affection was extended 
beyond that of most men, to the sincere 
and upright of every sect and eom- 
munion. It was the great object of 
his ministerial labours to promote 
inward and practical piety—the rea 
ligion of the heart and life. On the 
Lord's day preceding his dissolution, 
he twice preached with his usual 
solemnity and earnestness, on those 
remarkable words, Job ti. 10, “ Shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil?” ina 
train of reflections which may now 
console his deeply afflicted family and 
friends. On the following Wednesday, 
an apoplectic seizure deprived him of 
speech: but from that period, till the 
ope of nature were exhausted and 
ve sunk into the arms of death, his 
countenance indicated the serene and 
holy confidence with which his heart 
was fixed on a better world—where 
the tender and endearing intercourses 
of love will be renewed, and the voice 
of thanksgiving and praise will alone 


be heard. 
J. H. B. 





On Sunday, Dec. 15, at his seat at 
Chevening, in Kent, Cuarves EArt 
Srannope, in the 64th year of his 
age; an enlightened, zealous, incor- 
ruptible and courageous champion of 
civil and religious liberty. [We hope 
to receive a more extended account of 
this patriotic nobleman. } 


Died, on Sunday, November 10th, 
1816, aged 41, Mrs. Brooxs, the 
wife of the Rev. James Brooks, of 
Hyde, near Stockport, Cheshire, and 
was interred on the 14th of the same 
month, in the cemetery attached to the 
chapel at Hyde. On the ant 
Sunday, in the afterndon, a fune 
sermon was delivered to a numerous 
congregation, by ~ Mr. Parker, of 
Stock port, from 1 Thess. iv. 13, 14, 

Mrs. B. had not possessed perfect 
health for somé years; she was, 
however, generally not only placid, 
but cheerful. A nervous feyer was 
the disorder supposed to have been the 
immediate cause of her death ;—and 
this in less than ten days, deprived het 
neighbours and acquaintance ofamuch 
respected friend, and her husband of an 
excellent wife. She was one who un 
ted an attention to domestic concerns 
with a relish for mental pursuits. Her 
disposition and manners were not 





















the obstrusive kind, so that the know- 
Jedge and taste which she possessed 
were, perhaps, not fully known to all 
her friends. Her partner is most 
deeply affected by the painful dis- 
pensation of Providence, which has 
taken away one who contributed much 
to his happiness. But he consoles 
himself with the idea, that as she was 
the humble follower of Jesus Christ, 
she will at length be raised by him to 
glory, honour and immortality ;—and 
that virtuous friendship begun on 
earth shall be completed in heaven. 
S. P. 

Stockport, Dec. 10, 1816. 

September 17, 1816, after an illness 
of nearly two years, Joun ForpHam, 
of Kelshaill, Herts, who has left behind 
him to lament his loss, a disconsolate 
widow and four children. In him 
the community are deprived of a sin- 
cere and zealous friend of civil and 
religious liberty, the Dissenters of a 
thorough supporter of free and impar- 
tial inquiry, his acquaintance of an 
intelligent, friendly and lively com- 
panion, and the neighbourhood of a 
man remarkable for a frank, straight- 
forward integrity. So prominent was 
this last rare moral quality, that one 
ond the same observation was made by 
all ranks on hearing of his death, 
“Well, we have indeed then lost a 
truly honest man.” Nor was he less 
distinguished for the constancy and 
sincerity of his friendship; what he 
was to day, you might rely upon find- 
ing him on the morrow. And so 
companionable was his nature, that he 
always instantly dismissed all private 
concerns upon the entrance of a 
friend; and to them in every sense of 
the word he was always at home. 

His views of Christianity differed 
very materially from the popular creed ; 
but he seldom made his own creed 
the subject of conversation. He ap- 
peared to have no desire to make con- 
verts to his own opinions. He thought 
all sects too zealous for creeds, and not 
sufficiently attentive to the spirit and 
example of the founder of their reli- 
gion. He would say, ‘If Christi- 
anity is a dispensation of grace, it is 
not less a system of morals and mo- 
tives: every disciple had talents dis- 
tributed to him, and his appointed 
work to do.” He read with great 
attention and discrimination the con- 
troversies of the day, and was accus- 
VOL, XI. 58 
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tomed to remark, that controversy was 
necessary to a more correct knowledge 
of the Scriptures, the best antidote 
against bigotry, and no bad remedy to 
the errors of education; but he depre- 
cated controversial preaching, which 
as he thonght, usually leads to a mis- 
Statement of the creed of others, im- 
puting to them conclusions which 
they disavow, and productive of irri- 
tation instead of peace and love. 

Amongst his particular friends he 
was fond of promoting religious dis- 
cussion, and his acquaintance will 
Jong remember the strength of argu- 
ment as well as sweetness of temper 
he uniformly displayed. Against all 
intolerance he was accustomed to ex- 
press a pointed abhorrence; free, 
unfettered inquiry he considered as 
the birthright of Christians, and the 
glory of the gospel; to substitute any 
creed whether oral or written in the 
place of the sacred volume, was an 
evident return to popery, but to ana- 
thematize, to excommunicate, was to 
beat our fellow servants, and to lord 
it over God's heritage. In conformity 
to this truly Christian and liberal way 
of thinking, almost the last act of his 
life was to provide a few friends with 
a place of worship, where the New 
Testament, not human creeds, Christ- 
ian love, not uniformity of opinion, 
are the bonds of Christian union. 
His children are too young to know 
the extent of the loss they have sus- 
tained, but at some future time this 
imperfect sketch of his character may 
assist to impart some faint image of 
the virtues of the parent they have 
been so early deprived of. 

E. F. 





On Sunday morning, November 24, 
at Runwell-house, near Farnham, 
died, aged 80, Mrs. Aww, relict of 
Mr. Thomas Prestey, and was in- 
terred the following Sunday in the 
General Baptists’ baryit ground, 
Mead Row, near Godalming, in the 
same vault with her husband. Mr. T. 
Moore performed the funeral service, 
and before a numerous assemblage of 
friends preached from a passage which 
she had chosen from the 31st Psalm, 
part of verse 5, “Into thine hand [ 
commit my spirit.” From this subject 
the preacher took occasion to show the 
character, present privileges, and fu- 
ture portion of the servant of God, and 


concluded with observing that the life 
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and death of the genuine Christian 
was most happily exemplified in the 
deceased. She was a native of Ditch- 
ling, Sussex, where her father, Mr. 
Agate, wasa preacher in the General 
Baptist connexion: she was of the 
same persuasion, and a worshipper of 
the one, living and true God, strict in 
the practice of moral virtue, and rich 
in the possession of Christian graces. 
Her sympathy and benevolence, her 
unruffied patience, her unaffected piety, 
the ease and simplicity of her manners, 
her stedfastness of faith, confidence of 
hope and serenity in death, reflect 
lasting credit on her religion, and en- 
dear her memory to her friends and 
acquaintance. That habitual peace 
of mind which she enjoyed was not 
disturbed at the prospect of dissolution : 
she desired it, but feeling neither rap- 
ture nor depression, she breathed her 
last with composure, fell asleep in 
Jesus, and rested from her labours. 


oe 





On Wednesday, December 11, at 
Guildford, Tuomas Ossourn, aged 
77, after a long season of weakness 
and bodily pain. He in early life 
enlisted in the service of the East 
India company, and served several 
years in the Peninsula, and after his 
return to England he followed the 
military profession, beloved and es- 
teemed by those who knew him ; but 
at times he drank to excess, and then 
he was very profane. After his dis- 
charge he came to Guildford, where 
he went to hear Mr. Chamberland, 
the minister to the Particular Baptists : 
here he became convinced of the neces- 
sity of repentance and newness of life, 
and was admitted a member of this 
church, and was very conscientious 
and circumspect. Prior to this epoch, 
six or eight of the most enlightened 
and pious members of this church had 
been expelled for heresy, (viz. the 
unity and supremacy of the Father), 
which they had imbibed through the 

reaching and conversation of Mr. J. 

larsom. Our deceased friend asso- 
ciated with one of these heretics, 
Mrs. S. Matthews, a devout and intel- 
ligent woman, who still attended at 
the chapel, and was on friendly terms 
with Mr. Wood, the successor to Mr. 
Chamberland; she conversed with 
them freely on the doctrine of the 
divine unity. Our friend saw reason 
© consider, and then to believe this 


article of the Christian faith; and 
roing to Godalming to hear Mr. 
Phomas Foster, one of the expelled 
members, and who had by his zealons 
exertions collected a small church, he 
became confirmed in this fundamental 
truth. . Some of his brethren suspected, 
then questioned, and lastly accused 
him before the church of disbelieving 
Jesus Christ to be God. He confessed 
and contended that Jesus Christ was 
the Son of God. They replied, that 
is not enough—you must believe that 
he is God, you came into the church 
with this faith. He denied this; it 
was not faith, I thought it was so, I 
assented to your creed (this was a 
written formulary of faith read over 
and assented to by incoming members). 
They proposed to suspend him from 
the Lord’s supper which was to be 
celebrated the next Sunday. He ob- 
jected, While I continue a member of 
the church, I am entitled to all the 
privileges of the church. They would 
net break bread with an heretic; and 
they cast him out, not after the second 
admonition as the Apost!e directs, but 
at this very time a he was first 
charged with this heresy. He retained 
his other religious tenets, as did’ Thomas 
Foster, with whose church he then 
united and regularly attended at the 
distance of nearly five miles. He was 
bold and unreserved in the avowal of 
his religious principles, and defended 
them with zeal and ability from the 
Scriptures against the vue 2 and insi- 
nuations of his opponents who were 
many and violent; and although he 
never entirely relinquished ai! his for- 
mer Calvinistic opinions, yet he be- 
came very moderate and candid, which 
will appear from a circumstance that 
I will relate, and which I myself wit- 
nessed. Mr. Foster had embraced the 
doctrine of universal restoration, and 
Thomas Osbourn after hearing him 
for the first time preach on the subjeet, 
when he came ome from the pulpit 
took him by the hand and_ said, 
“ Friend, where did you get this new 
old doctrine?” which he cordially 
received, and ever afterwards rejoiced 
therein. He read and studied the 
Holy Scriptures very diligently, and his 
conversation was fraught with passages 
from those lively oracles, and he 
to express himself with uncommon 
feeling and thankfulness on the love 
of God in Christ Jesus. He died in 
peace, with a hope full of immortality, 
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stedfast and immovable in that faith of England, who allowed him a weekly 
for which in life he had sacrificed and stipend, beside many other favours: i! 
suffered so much. When excommu- and this he did after our friend had 
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nicated he was advanced in years and 
his frame debilitated, able to do little 
towards getting a livelihood, and de- 
stitute of parochial aid, his wife lame, 
and his daughter afflicted with a grie- 


vous scrofula, and being deprived of 


the charities of the church, he was 
severely exercised. But the Lord in 
whom he trusted did not forsake him, 
but raised him up a compassionate 
benefactor in a member of the Church 


refused to comply with his request to 
attend the service of the Church of 
England. Generous and noble-minded 
Churchman! thy liberality shall not 
be forgotten ; and inay it not rise in 
judgment against those whose unfeel- 
ing bigotry led them to expel and 
abandon this worthy and untriended 
confessor of Christ. 


Mead Row. T. M. 
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An Account of Mr. Wright's Mission in 
Wales. Extracted from his Journals. 
(Concluded from p. 684.) 

IV. GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

THIS is the most populous county 
in Wales, and the most important in 
a commercial point of view; and here 
Unitarianism appears to have made 
greater progress than in any other part 
of the principality. 1 preached at the 
following places. 

l. Gelligron. Here I preached in a 
farm house, to an attentive audience ; 
and Mr. Phillips gave the substance 
of the discourse in Welsh. Had also 
the pleasure of visiting the relations of 
our respected friend, Mr. T. Rees, 
whose aged grandmother, near her 
hundredth year, feels a lively interest 
in the success of the Unitarian cause. 

2. Swansea. In this populous and 
increasing town there is a very re- 
spectable and improving congregation. 
Many of its members, some of them 
persons of superior rank in society, 
discover much zeal in the Unitarian 
cause. Mr. Aubrey’s labours in Swan- 
sea appear to have been highly useful. 
The success of Unitarianism seems to 
have given considerable alarm to some 
of the reputed orthodox ; what they 
have published, notwithstanding their 
illiberality, and the temper in which 
they have been replied to, can hardly 
fail to excite inquiry and promote the 
knowledge of the truth. I preached 
at Swansea four times, most of the 
congregations were pretty large; and 
had much pleasant conversation with 
the friends. Some of them are very 
active in pushing igto circulation 
small Unitarian tracts. 


3. White Rock, a place near Swan- 
sea, connected with the copper works. 
Here I preached in a large school- 
room, which is occupied as a place of 
worship by Christians of diflerent par- 
ties. We had acrouded congregation, 
a number of genteel persons from 
Swansea and its vicinity attended. 
Mr. Phillips repeated the discourse in 
Welsh. 

4. Neath. The congregation has 
been raised in this place by the exer- 
tions of Mr. D. Davis. They have 
erected a very neat and commodious 
chapel, in which they now meet. In 
defraying the expence of erecting this 
building, they have been assisted OY 
subscriptions from several places: still 
a considerable debt remains, the dis- 
charge of which would be beneficial 
to the cause. The contributions of 
those friends who have not yet given 
mg thing towards the Neath cha- 
pel would be thankfully received, l 
reached in this place four times ; we 
bad respectable, and some of them 
large congregations. ‘The Unitarians 
at Neath are not without zeal in the 
cause, By steady and persevering ex- 
ertions much good may be done in 
this town. Mr. Meck preached here 


twice. . 

5. Gellionnen. Uere is a large and 
well built meeting-house, among the 
mountains, of which some Calvinists, 
who have no kind of claim to it, en- 
deavoured lately to possess themselves, 
but were defeated in the ens 
This place was the scene of the use ul 
labours of the late Mr. Josiah Rees. 
Mr. James is now the minister here, 
and at Bridgend aud Beltws. 1 preached 
once, but it being in the middle of the 
dav, and a busy time ainvig the fare 

















grezgation was small. ] 
am informed it is very good on a 
Lord’s day. 

6. Wick. In this village there is an 
Unitarian Baptist congregation. [ 
preached to a pretty large audience. 

>. Newton-Nottage. Uere also the 
congregation ranks as Unitarian Bap- 
tists. | preached to a crouded assem- 
bly. Mr. Phillips at both these places 
wave an outline of the sermon in 
Welsh. Mr. Eran Lioyd is the m- 
mister of both these churches. 

8. Bridzend. Ilere is a good mect- 

r-lOUSe, but the congregation has 
Nr. James 
jas lately undertaken to try what can 
xe done to revive it: he preaches here 
one Sunday in the fortnight, and Mr. 
Kevan LI vd supplies the other Sunday. 
lL preached here three times; the 
hearers were very attentive. Jn this 


there is a respectable 


mers, the cl 


+ 
’ 
long been tna low state. 


concreyvation 


fumnily who are relations of that truly 
excellent man the late Dr. Price. 

0. Bettws. 1 preached here to a con- 
gregation which was said to be much 


larger than what usually attends. 

lO. Cardiff. ‘There are Unitarians 
in this town, but some of them want 
aud zeal. I preached in the 
Presbyterian meeting-house to a re- 
spectable congregation. Mr. Phillips 
gave an outline in Welsh. 

11. Caerphilly. Here | preached in 
the ‘own-Hall, to a large assembly. 
There are several Unitartans in this 
place and its vicinity. In this town 
and at Cardiff it is much to be lamented 
that Unitarian worship is not regularly 
carried on. 

A short distance from Caerphilly is 
a small congregation, said to be chiefly 
Anttrinitarian. ; 

In going from Cardiff to Caerphilly 
} had the pleasure of visiting the rela- 
tions of my hight, respected friend 
1dr. Carpenter. 

On the eventng of the day when I 
preached at Caerphilly it “was ap- 
pointed for me to preach at Craig- 
keareod, but the distance was so great, 
the road some part of it so bad and 
dificult to find, that we arrived too 
late! Here is an old Unitarian Bap- 
ist congregation. We conversed with 
some of the brethren. 

12. Merthyr-Tydvil. This is a very 
populous town situated in the midst 
of the iron works. The Unitarians 
meet here in a large school-room, and 
wem to be pretty numerous, and to 


courage 
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have zeal in the cause. I preached 
three times to crouded audiences, whe 
were very attentive. 

13. Blaengwrach. The meeting- 
house here is said to be one of the 
oldest in the principality, and stands 
on an hill in the midst of trees, some 
way from any habitation. | preached 
10 an attentive audience. A Mr. Wil- 
liams is the minister in this place. 

14. Alerdare. I preachied here 
twice, had very good congregations. 
Mr. Phillips repeated in Welsh the 
substance of the sermons. There 
seems to be a good Unitarian congre- 
gation in this place. Mr. ‘T. Evare 
is the minister at Aberdare and Mer- 
thyr-T'ydvil. 

15. Cymmer Here I preached 19 
an attentive assembly. Mr. James 
gave the substance of the discourse in 
Welsh. I know not with what class 
of Christians the minister of this con- 
greeation ranks, but he appears to be a 
truly liberal man. 

‘There is reason to think there are 
Unitarians in some parts of Glamor- 
ganshire who do not openly profes» 
the doctrine, nor contribute to its pro- 
motion by uniting with its friends, 
Still the knowledge of the truth 1s 
making progress; and in a few years 
the name Unitarian instead of being 
thought reproachful, will be esteemed 
honourable. Our brethren in this 
county, especially in the eastern part 
of it, have many openings for their 
exertions in the great cause of divine 
truth. 

a 

Unitarian Chapel, Thorne, Yorkshare. 

At a meeting of the Unitarian 5o- 
ciety at Thorne, held in their new 
chapel after afternoon's service on the 
Lord's day, December 15, 1810, 
Francis Moat reported the particulars 
of his late excursion, and stated that he 
had left home with a debt of £208. Os. 
lid. upon the chapel, and that after 
an absence of six weeks he had suc 
ceeded in collecting £229 Gs. Od.; 
that his expenses had been 4’+ 18s. 3d. 
only (owing to the kind hospitality 
with which be had been received), 
leaving a balance of 216. Is. 4d. 
the hands of the ‘Treasurer. 

It was resolved unanimously a 

1. That the grateful and aflectionate 
thanks of this Society are hereby given 
to the friends at Halifax, Rochdale, 
Manchester, Stockport, Bolton, Stand, 
Bury, Monton, Warrington, Gateacre, 
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Liverpool, Chowbent, Sheffield, and 
other places, for their hind reception 
ef Francis Moat, and for the Christian 
liberality with which they entered 
into the object of his journey. 

2. That the heartfelt thanks of this 
Society are hereby given to all our 
Christian brethren who have by con- 
tributions assisted in extinguishing the 
debt; and to the Committee of the 
Unitarian Fund for its grant of £20. 

3. That it has been strongly recom- 
mended to us, and is very desirable, to 
increase the burial ground attached to 
the chapel (which at present consists 
of only 72 square yards); that 144 
square yards of ground contiguous may 
be obtained, which witha plain sub- 
stantial wall to enclose the whole 
burial ground is estimated at £55; 
towards which a balance of £106. Is. 4d. 
remains onhand. ‘That the assistance 
of our brethren who have not hitherto 
contributed is respectfully requested to 
enable us to effect this object; and 
that the proceeds be reported in the 
Monthly tepository. 

4. That the expences 
of building the chapel 


amounted to £408 1 3 
Expences of F. Moat's 
journey 418 3 


Balance in'Treasurer’s 


hands 16 1. 4 





£429 0 10 





Subscriptions by Uni- 

tarians at ‘Thorne and 

its neighbourhood £88 1 O 
Subscriptions of friends 

as reported in M.Repos. 111 13 4 
Received by Francis 

Moat during his late 

journey 229 6 6 





£429 0 10 





(Signed) 
William Darby, Treasurer, 
Charles James Fox Benson, 
Secretary. 


Thorne, Dec. 16, 1816. 





LITERARY. 
Mr. Rutt on his Edition of Dr. Priest- 
ley's Theological Works. 
Sir, Clapton, Dec. 18, 1810. 
When, in your last number, I men- 
tioned my design of publishing a list 
ef the subscribers to the proposed 
edition of Dr. Priestley’s Theological 
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Works, I did not take into considera- 
tion how soon such a list must be 
furnished you, from the necessity of 
completing the ensuing number at the 
press much earlier than usual, on ac- 
count of the Index. 

i am also disposed to delay the pub- 
lication of the Vist from some encou- 
raging appearances of a desire to pro- 
mote the subscription, which, I trust, 
may enable me very early in your 
next volume to announce the required 
number of 200 subscribers, as they 
now amount to 160, by the assistance 
ofa subscription for ten copies from 
a gentleman who knew and respected 
Dr. Priestley, and is attached to his 
memory, but who will not allow me 
to mention him under any other 
description. 

I remain, Sir, your's, 
J.T. RUTT. 
auieepeiiaad. 

The Rev. Dr. Estlin, of Bristol, has 
issued Proposals for publishing by 
subscription, in two volumes octavo, 
rice to subscribers 24s. Familiar 
pn ne on Moral Philosophy. Dedi- 
cated to the Gentlemen who have 
been his Pupils. ‘To be published 
by R. Hunter, St. Paul's Church 
Yard. 





MIscELLANEOUWS. 
Breach of the Salbath. 

It will scarcely be believed, but the 
fact is certain, that notwithstanding 
the severity of the weather, and the 
critical state of the crops in Scotland, 
two farmers were fined last week YY 
the Sheriff of Kircudbright £10 each 
for carrying their corn on the prece- 
ding Sunday, in violation of the act 
of the Scottish Parliament for punish- 
ing the breach of the Sabbath. The 
defendants in justification pleaded the 
necessity of the case, but the plea was 
overruled by the Sheriff, and the fine 
was enforced ! M. Chron. Nov. 28. 





A private letter from Dublin states 
that the Rev. Mr. Maturin, the author 
of Bertram, is likely to be deprived by 
his bishop of a small living which he 
now has, in consequence of his having 
written that tragedy. It was consi- 
dered a harsh and bigoted proceeding 
in the Church of Scotland, which te 
more strict than the Churel of En- 
gland, to have degraded Mr. Home, 
for having written the tragedy of 
Douglas. Examixer, July 7. 
















NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THEOLOGY 
AND GENERAL LITERATURE. 





Sermons, by John Disney, D.D. F.S. A. 
Vols. LI. and IV. Svo. 18s. boards. 

Sermons, on Various Subjects. By the 
late Richard Price, D. D. F.R.S. 8vo. 
boards. 

Evening Amusements ; or, the Beauties 
of the Heavens Displayed ; in which the 
Striking Appearances to be observed in 
Various Evenings during the year 1817 
are described. By William Frend, M. A. 
3s. boards. 

Chrestomathia: being a Collection of 
Papers explanatory of the Design of an 
Institution proposed to be set on foot, 
under the Name of the Chrestomathic 
Day School, for the Extension of the New 
System of Instruction to the Higher 
Branches of Learning. By Jeremy Ben- 
tham, Esq. 8vo. Part I. 

Lowman on the Hebrew Ritual. New 
Edit. S8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Unitarianism a Scriptural Creed; occa- 
sioned by the Pamphlets of Mr. Law and 
Mr. Baxter, in defence of the Doctrine of 
the Trinity. By T. C. Holland, Minister 
of the Unitarian congregation at Preston. 
Svo. Is. Gd. 

On Persecution. <A Discourse delivered 


in the Protestant Dissenting Chapel, 
Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, June 16, 1816, in 
recommendation of a Subscription for the 
Relief of the Protestant Sufferers for 
Conscience-sake in the South of France. 
By John Prior Estlin, LL.D.  &vo. 
Is. 6d. 
Baptism. 
(See p. 308. 436. 628.) 

Considerations on the Doctrines of Re- 
generation in the Sense in which that 
term is used in the Church of England 
in her public .Formularies. By the Rev. 
Charles Daubeny, Archdeacon of Sarum. 
2s. 6d. 

An Apology for the Ministers of the 
Church of England, who hold the Doc- 
trine of Baptismal Regeneration, in a 
Letter addressed to the Rev. George 
Stanley Faber, B.D. in consequence of 
Misrepresentations of their Opinions con- 
tained in his Sermons on Regeneration. 
By Christopher Bethell, M.A. Dean of 
Chichester. 

The Doctrine of Regeneration in the 
Case of Infant Baptism, stated in Reply 
to the Dean of Chichester’s Apology. By 
G.S. Faber, B. D. 2s. 6d. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


We hope to be able to present our Subscribers in the ensuing Number, the first of 
Vol. XE1. with a Portrait of the late Rev. William Vidler, accompanied with a Memorr. 





In this Number we insert the Resolutions of the Unitarian Society at Thorne on 


the settlement of their accounts. 


The names of all the Subscribers are also sent us 


for insertion, but we have not room for them ; indeed we feel considerable objection to 
this mode of filling up our pages, and recommend that in this and similar cases * 


printed list be stitched up with our wrapper as an advertisement. 


This will fully 


answer the end and leave us room for communications of more permanent value. 





The Rossendale account will be closed in the next Number. 





Mr, ilson's strictures on the Review of his History of Dissenting Churches, came 


-too late for insertion. 


contrary to the design of the writer. 


We have returned it to the Publishers for him, and we take 
the liberty of recommending him to withdraw it. 
We must, at least, require him to shorten it, for 


It would, we fear, produce an effect 


& great part of it has no more reference to the Review of the History than to almost 
any other theological article in any one of our Miscellaneous Volumes. 





Various other communications are of necessity reserved for the next Volume. 
TTT 


ERRATA. 
la the Account of Oldbury Double Lecture, p. 622. col. 2. 1. 8. for or his tri- 
bunal, read on his tribunal. 1. 26. insert inverted commas at persecution. p. 633. 1.7 
for their doctrines read these doctrines. 1. 28. for contexts read contents. 
P. JOO. col. 1. 12 lines from the bottom, for enreasonable read unscasonable. 
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GENERAL INDEX 


OF 


SUBJECTS AND SIGNATURES. 








*,* The Names and Signatures of Correspondents are distinguished by Small Capitals 


or Italic ; as different Correspondents have often adopted the same signature, some amw- 
biguity in the references will unavoidably arise; but this is an iuconvepience necessarily 


attached to anonymous communications. 


A. 

4, poetry by, 174, 242, 296, 349, 
115, 551,614,679. On doctrinal 
preaching, 704 

4. .4.’8 animadversions on Mr. Gil- 
christ’s Sermon, 16. Mr. Gilchrist’s 
reply to, 89 

4. B. on the report of Kentucky le- 
gislature on the Shakers, 207 

4. B.C. on Hume's argument against 
miracles, 704 

Abraham’s sacrifice, observations on, 661 

4. C.’s verses to a crocus, 242. 
Translation of Voltaire’s impromptu 
on the beauty of the heavens, tb. 

Acosta on the Spaniards in America, 716 

Activity a source of human happiness, 
314, 349 

Adam, on the fall of, 261, 515, 649 

Adam, Right Hen. W. bis speech at 
the first meeting of the New Jury 
Court, Scotland, 145 

Adains, John, of Pitcairn’s Island, ac- 

count of, 3 
Elian controversy, statement of it, 

664, 669 
4. F. on Sir Isaac Newton's MSS. 

143, 220. On Dr. Bekker, 594. 

Replies to, 654, 655,714. Onthe 

Unitarian Baptists at York, 715 
Agony of Christ, reasons for it, 342 
Agriculture, a demand for books on, 

a good symptom, 629, (note). 


Ainsworth, Henry, account of, 237 
Alcoran, was it created or uncreated? 596 
Aldridge, Mr. account of, 346 


VOL. xf. Sc 


Algiers, war between Great Britaia 
and, 498. Bombardment of, 562. 


Treaty with, #6. 628 
Allen, Mr. on the British and Foreign 

School Society, 367 
Alliance, the ‘ holy,”’ 112, 125, 499. 

Anecdotes of its origin, 152 
Almanacks, linperial and Royal French, 

review of, 94 
Alphonso the Fourth’s soliloquy, 290 
Ambition, Spanish, 223. Mr. Howe 

oD, 44% 


America, proclamation of a fast-day 
in, 79. On the Shakers in, 207. 
On the Peace Society in, 332, 347, 
Education in, 366. Public affairs 
of, 372, 500, 563, 628,691. Ac- 
count of an Unitarian church in, 684 


Amory, Dr. anecdotes of, 650 
Ancients and moderns, 339 
Angels, explanation of the word, in 
Rom viii. 28, 200 
Annihilation, on the doctrine of, 278, 
383, 474, 509 
Answer tu the question, What is 
blasphemy? 708 
Anti-baptists, questions to, U5 
Archer's Sermon on Universal Bene- 
volence, reviewed, £3 
Arianism, remarks on, 75,411. Mr. . 
Carpenter on, 481 
Afticles of the Church, on subscrip- 
tion to, 34! 


Aspland, Mrs. Hannah, obituary of, 131 
Aspland’s Funeral Sermon for Mr, 
Hennell, extract from, 185 
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Aspland’s Funeral Sermon for Mr, 


James Drover, extract from, 244 
Assembly of Divines, ou the, 394 
Astruc, Dr. account of, 713 
Athenian Mercury, account of it, 595. 

Curious questions in, 596 
Athenian Oracle, extracts from it, 392 


Atonement, b.S.'s letter on, 260. 
Appointed in the Levitical Jaw for 
Various crimes, 717—721 

Auto de Fé, narrative of one, 576, 658 


bB. 


B.'s narrative of an Auto de Fé in 
Logrono, 576, 658. Obituary of 
Mrs. E. Carslake, 616. Answer to 
the question What is blasphemy? 708 

Bacon, Lord, estimate of the plilo- 
sophical character of, 501, G5 

Ball, Mr. Joha, account of, 346 

Bandon, Presbyterian Association at, 623 

Baptism, controversy on, 249. Mr. 
Severn on, 266. On the neces- 
sity of, previous to marriage, 591. 
Marsh on, 598 
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Bardadoes, insurrections in, 371 
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Hancocks, Mr. his letter to Mr. 
O*Connell, 

Hanover Street Lectures, course of, 
621, 
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ment in Spain, 187, 307. A 
Dutch Bible imprisoned in, 401. 
Narrative of its proceedings in 
Logrono, 

Jusane, the, ancient mode of treating, 
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sons for his agony, 842, Onthe 
niission of, S86, 452. On the 
priesthood of, 402, 534. On the 
scriptural difficulties in the repre- 
sentation of, 512. Sylabus of an 
estimate of the doctrines of, 

JEvANS, Mr. on the Levitical sacri- 
fices, 

Jewry Street Chapel. 
Jewry Lane. 

Jews, on the dispensation to them, 
3i. On their sacrifices, 71, 717. 
On their history, 77. On their 
Sabbath, 226. Dr. Adam Clarke 
on, 819. On their expulsion from 
Lubeck, 369. On the Society for 
promoting Christianity amongst, 
549, 625. Estimate of their doc- 
trines, 575. Their creed, 

J. F. on the marriage ceremony, 212, 
On baptism being _ requisite to 
marriage, 591. His agecdote of 
Stowe, 

J. F. B.'s vindication of Count 
Zinzendorf, 264. Mr. Rutt in 
reply to, 390. Rejoinder to Mr. 
Rutt, 

J. H. on family sermons, 

J. H. B.'s account of the Dudley 
Double Lecture and Warwickshire 
Unitarian Tract Society anniver- 
saries, 495. Account of the Old- 
bury Double Lecture, 622. Obi- 
tuary of Kev. Benjamin Carpenter, 

J. i's account of the Devon and 
Cornwall annual mecting of Uni- 
tarian Christians, 

J.J. on Sunday tolls, 92. His 
obituary of Mrs, Hannah Joyce, 
110, Obituary of Mr. Joshus 
Joyce, 

J. Md.'s queries to Trinitarians, 


See Poor 
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John xx. 16, verses on, 

John XXII. Pope, self-clection and 

heresy of, 

Johnson, Dr. John, review of his 

edition of Cowper's poems, 

Jones, Mr. Samuel, account of, 

J. O. U. ow Young's Last Day, and 

Jeremy Taylor's Contemplations, 

Jortin, Dr. translation of some of his 

Latin lines, 
Joyce, Mrs. Hanoah, obituary of, 
doyee, Rev. Jeremiah, obituary of, 
350, 434. Inscription to the 
memory of, 
Joyce, Mr. Joshua, obituary of, 
Joyce's Sermon before the Unitarian 
Society, reviewed, 
J. P.’s query respecting Sunday tolls, 
14. J. J.’s auswer to, 

J. 7. ou Dr. Chauveey’s opinion of 
the future state, 

Jubilee of the Reformativn, 

Judges, remarks on, © 

Julian the Apostate, Clarendon’s cha- 
ractes of, 

Jury, singular names of a Sussex, 

Jury Court of Scotland, New, speech 
on its first meeting, 

Justification, on the doctrine of, 

Justin Martyr on the sabbath, 

/. IF .’s account of an Irish reformer, 
18. On the use of the word 
* but,”” 23,204. His analysis of 
a work on Sacrifices by a Jewish 
auther, 71. Account of Gillord’s 
lilucidation of the Unity of God, 
143. Statement of a recent case of 
bigotry in private life, 320. Editor 
on, 564. On substituting the Vir- 
gin Mary for the Holy Ghost in the 
Trinity, 512 

K. 

K."s obituary of the Rev. Richard 
Hodgson, 

Keir, Mr. his account of Mr. Day, 

Kennedy, Rev. Mr. on the religious 
prosecution of the Hon. Charles 
Noel, 

Kent, Duke of, his speech at the 
meeting of the British and Foreign 
School Society, 

Kent and Sussex Unitarian Association 
anniversary, 

KentisuH, Rev. Joun, on Dr. Watts’s 
letter to Mr. Alexander on the deity 
of Christ, 

Kentucky, report of its legislature on 
Shakers, 

Kiffiz, Mr. William, account of, 

King, Archbishop, on future punish- 
ment, 

x eis, Dr. on future punisbment, 
itcat’s T ving . Sermon, re- 

’ hanksgiving ; 

Kaowledge, new mode of diffusiug, 
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84 
148 
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239 


145 
99 
228 


660 


243 
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560 


240 
7I 


L. 


L. plans recommended to Unitarians 
by, 84. His strictures on preach- 
ers, 64] 
Lagarde, General, assassination of, 
179, 231. Sir Samuel Romilly on 


the murder of, 362, 428 
Latcus on Jearned ministers and the 

Assembly of Divines, 398 
Lancaster, Joseph, anecdotes of, 485 
Language, Mr. Gilchrist on the origin 

and nature of, 540, 583, 7le 
Lardner, Dr. account of, 342 


Last Day, extracts from, 464. On, 511 
Lavington, Mr. extracts from his Dis- 


courses, Cox 
Law, Bishop, on his letter to Mr. 
Lindsey, 6Ce 
Law, Dr. George, his letter to Bishop 
Burgess, G67 
Layman’s Second Letter to Goddard, 
reviewed, 105 
Lay-preacher, an eminent, 284 


Lay Seceder's Second Letter, reviewed, 293 
Lectures, Unitarian, established in 

London, 493, 620, G84 
Leslie among the Leiths, anecdotes of, 40! 
Leviticus, examination of the passa- 

ges on sacrifices in, 717 
Lewin, Mrs. obituary of, 199 
Leydet, Mr. the martyr, account of, 136 
iL. H. ov Christian patriotism, 27. 

Mr. Rutt to, 337 
Library in Red-Cross-Street, account 

of its establishment, 312. History 


of, 379, 794 
Libraries, valuable, belonging to 

some of the ejected ministers, 728 
Lindsay’s, Dr. oration at the Red- 

Cross-Street Library, 309, 724 


Lindsey, Rev. T. on the divine govern- 
ment, 277. Letter from Paris to, 
in 1801, 642. On Bishop Law’s 


letter to, G66 
Literature, state of, among Dissenters, 
405, 470 


Ilanelly, Unitarian Society meeting 
at, 123. Mr. Wright's labours at, 683 
Llangollen ¢hurch-yard, epitaph on a 
monument in, 415 
Lioyp, Dr., Dr. Carpenter to, on the 
Greek article, 34. His reply on 
the Greek article, 281. Mr. Evans 


to, on ditto, 445 
Locke, John, Bishop Watson on 

erecting & monument to, 573 
Logrouo, narrative of an Auto de Fé 

at, 576, 658 
London, Charity-schools in, 397 


Lord’s supper, the, F. on, 85. Ques- 
tions proposed by Mr. Oakes pre- 
vious to administering, 110, (note). 

Mr. Severn on, 266. The King’s 
view of, 595. Marsh on, 59s 

Love of God, Feyjoo on, 637, 705 














Louis XV. his persecution of the Pro- 
testants, 

Lubeck, expulsion of the Jews from, 

Lutherans in France, 


M. 


M.'s review of Cappe's Discourses, 
Macgowan, John, account of, 
M‘Intosh, W. anecdotes of, 

Magee on the Atonement, remarks 
on, 

Mahomet, mortal, 

Maidstone, meeting of the Kent and 
Sussex Unitarian Association at, 

Malcolm Jil. magnanimity of, 

Manchester College, York, report of, 
118. Benefactions and subscrip- 
tions to, 182, 801, 420, 497, 557, 
635. Course of studies pursued in, 
406. Annual examination at, 416, 
Annual meeting of the trustees of, 

Maniac, the, 

Mankind, on the adaptation of revela- 
tion to, 29. On the ultimate per- 
fection and happiness of, 80.  Al- 
legory on the creation and history 
of, 387, 

Manning, Mr. account of, 

Manton, Dr. his valuable library, 

Maria Theresa, her greatness in death, 

Marlborough, Duke of, amcdote of, 
155, 

Marriage ceremony, the, D. E. on, 
22. Mr. Worsley on, 208. J. F. 
on, 212. Protest against, 301, On 
baptism as a requisite to, 

Marron, M. his Latin epigrams, 40. 
His letter respecting the French 
Protestants, 59, 229. Remarks on 
his conduct, 

Marsh, Dr. on his preferment to the 
see of Llandaff, 498. Review of 
his Lectures, Part IV. 

Marshall’s Letter to Trinitarians, re- 
viewed, 

Marsom, Mr. on the pre-existence of 
Jesus Christ, 

Marsom, Mrs. Ann, obituary of, 

Marten, Mr. on the British and Fo- 
reign School Society, 

Martyr, an Unitarian, 

Mary, the Virgin, on placing her in 
the Trinity instead of the Holy 
Ghost, 512, 

Maseres, Baron, account of, 

Massachusets Peace Society, account 
of, 332. Its constitution and rules, 
333, 

Matt. xi. 27, criticism on, 

Matthews, Mr. William, obituary of, 
245. Biography of, ; 

Maturin, Rev. Mr. his tragedy of 
Bertram, 

Maullin, Mr. Joseph, obituary of, 

Mechanic, ordination of one, by 
Archbishop Usher, 
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Mechanism, an allegory, 387, 

Meck, Mr. his missionary labours in 
Wales, 

Mecting-House, 

term, 

MELANCTUON on the Jewish creed, 

Melinoth’s Great Importance of a 
Religious Life, outcry against the 
revision uf, 150, 

Menirs, See HISTORY 
BIOGRAPHY. 

Menonites, on the, 594, 

Methodist Societies in Lreland, review 
of the Inquiry into their present 
state, 

M. H. on the peculiar duties of Uni- 
tarians, 

Middleton on the Greek article, Dr. 
Lloyd on, 281, 

Milton, a bigh Arian, 83, Yalden’s 
malignity to, 87. Remarks on, 
384. On the religious opinions of, 

Mind, the, Cudworth on its percep- 
tions, 693, (note). 

Ministers, Laicus on learned, 893. 
On Unitarian, 408, 456, 584, 585, 
704. Association of the West Ri- 
ding of Yorkshire Dissenting, 421. 
Strictures on, 

Miracles, Marsh on, 601. On Hume's 
argument against, 644, 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICA- 
TIONS, 7, 69, 138, 198, 257, 314, 
381, 448, 508, 576, 686, 

Misery of life an objection to the di- 
vine government, 277. On, 322, 
Missionaries, excellent opening for, 
on Pitcairn’s Island, 6. Observa- 

tions on the sermons of, 636, 

Missionary Collections, 

Missions, Unitarian, report on, 491— 
494, 

M. M.'s memoir of Mr. Richard Rey- 
nolds, 

Moggridge, Miss Sarah, obituary of, 

Moody, Rev. C. Lake, obituary of, 

Monkwell Street Chapel, history of, 

Morality, immutability of, 

Moravians, Dr. Doddridge’s account 
of, 65. Remarks on, 264, 390, 

Moret, Dr. on church authority, 

Morcan, Rev. T. memoir relative to 
the Vaudois communicated by, 253. 
His history of Dr, Williams's Trust, 

Morgan’s Life of Price, on, 

Morning, lines on, 

Morris's Memoirs of Fuller, review of, 

Muat of Abergeldie, anecdotes of, 

Mutineers in the Bounty, account of 
them, 

Mystery, on the poetical love of, 217, 
278, 383, ; 


N. 
N. on the priesthood of Christ, 402, 


objections to the 
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by 532. His observations on the 
intended sacrifice of Isaac by Abra- 
ham, 

Names, singular, adopted in the civil 
wars, 

Narberth, Mr. Wright’s labours at, 

NaturaL THeoLoey, 18, 

Neal's History of the Puritans, a new 
edition wanted of, 

Neath Chapel, subscriptions to, 124. 
Opening of, 

Necessity, on the doctrine of, 74, 
277, 322. Dr. Smith on, 4783. 
On, 479, 527, 580, 606. Hobbes 
on, 633, 

Neighbour, Mr. John, obituary of, 

Nerves, the, described, 

Newcastle Meeting, its resolutions 
respecting the persecution of the 
French Protestants, 

Newington Green Chapel, history of, 

Newman, Mr. account of, 

NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THE- 
OLOGY AND GENERAL LITE- 
RATURE, 128, 188, 252, 307, 
372, 436, 628, 698, 

Newstead, Mr. the Methodist preach- 
er, prosecution of, 624. On the 
case of, 

New Testament CuristTian, A, 
on the liberality of the clergy, 

Newton, Sir Isaac, inquiry for his 
MSS. on religion, 143. On his 
Letters to Mr. Le Clerc, 

New Year, the, lines on, 

Night Thoughts, remarks om, 

Nismes, persecution of the Protes- 
tants in, 15, 88, 59, 229, 304, 
357—365. Notice to the inhabi- 
tants of, 175, 

N. L. 7. ona character of Mr. Fox 
in early life, 69. On Sir Isaac 
Newton’s Letters to Le Clerc, 220. 
His account of the Negro Angelo 
Solimann, 373. On Mr. Cardale 
and Mr. Holwell, 

Noel, Hon. Charles, account of the 
prosecution of, for religion, 

Noel, Sir Gerard, his speech on the 
French Protestants, 

Noncon. oa some late secessions from 
the church, 

Nonconformists. See Dissentere. 

North Eastern Unitarian Association, 

Norway, Unitarians in, 

NOTICES, 182, 249, 303, 369, 434, 

Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 
Sonth of Yorkshire annual meeting 
of Unitarian Ministers, 


Oo. 


O, the source of all written language, 
54@, 

OBITUARY, 41, 108, 183, 243, 
297, 350, 484, 486, 551, 616, 
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INDEX. 


Occasional Reantr, AN, on the 
inconsistencies of writers on future 
punishment, 324, 460,510. On 
controversial divinity, 

O‘Connell, Mr. his letter to Mr. Han- 
cock, 

O*Driscol, Mr. his curious dialogue 
with Rev. M. Collins, 

Oldbury Double Lecture, 

Oldham, account of the opening of 
the new Unitarian chapel at, 121, 
493. State of the finances at, 

Op INQurIRER on the divine govera- 
ment, 322. On, 526, 

Old Jewry Chapel, history of, 

Old Unitarian’s Letter, review of, 

Opinion, public, powerful effect of, 

Oration by Dr. Lindsay at the Li- 
brary Red-Cross Street, 

Orthodoxy, Marron’s Latin epigram 
on, 

Orton, Job, remarks on, 343, 

Osbourn, Mr. Thomas, obituary of, 

Otaheite, account of the mutineers of 
the Bounty at, 

Oriosa’s account of the Latin verses 
by the Negro Capitein, with a 
translation, 241. Toa withering 
Tose, 

Ortiosus on the jubilee of the Refor- 
mation, 84. On Dr. Astrue, 

Owen, Dr. John, anecdotes of, 

Oxford, on the University of, 404, 


P. 


P. on Socrates” sacrifice of a cock, 

Paciricus on Southey’s ode on the 
Battle of Blenheim, 106, 265. On 
Mr. Evans’s anecdote of the field 
of Waterloo, 

Painting, effects of, on some Indian 
chiefs, 

Paley’s doctrine of chance, 528. 
Extracts from his Natural Theology, 

Paley’s Moral Philosophy, on, 

Palmer, Mr. John, account of, 

Palmer, Rev. S, anecdote of, 

Palmer and pilgrim, difference be- 
tween, 

Panbarmonicon, account of Webb’s, 
192, 

Paradise Lost, remarks on, 

Parkes, Mr. his account of a visit 
to Birstal, Dr. Priestley’s native 
place, 

Parliament, proceedings in, 127, 185, 
251, 304, 370, 626. Debate in, 
on the French Protestants, 356— 
365, 428. Meetings for reform of, 
691. Free speech on reformation 
in 1530 in, 

Pate, Mr. William, the learned 
tradesman, 

Patriotism, L. H. on, 27, 

Paul, Mr. Stephen, obituary of, 

Paul's Alley Chapel, bistory of, 
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Paul's Epistles, on Mr. Belsham's 


Notes on, 471, 628 
Payne’s Vindication of Unitarians, 

review of, 170 
Peace Society of Massachusets, ac- 

count of it, 331, 346 
Pembrokesbire, Unitarianism in, 681, 

Mr. Wright's labours in, td. 


Perrot, Rev Clement, his report on 
the Persecution of the French Pro- 
testants, 355, 425 
Persecution of the French Protes- 
tants, on the, 15, 38, 48—63, 115, 
175, 228, 303, 304, 355—365, 
895, 428. Of the Vaudois, 112, 
130, 253. Of the French Protes- 
tants in 1755, 267 
Peyton, Rev. Algernon, his prosecu- 
tion of a Methodist preacher, 624. 


Remarks ou, 640 
Phatima, the daughter of Mahomet, 

anecdotes ef, 660 
PHILEMON on the Bethnal Green Bi- 

ble Association, 214 
Philipps’s Sermon on Heresy, review 

of, 677 
Phillips, Mr. B. his missionary la- 

bours in Wales, 680 
Philosophers, syllabus of an estimate 

of their doctrines, 575 


Philosophy of Calvinism, 276. On 
Lord Bacon's, 501. Of Hobbes, 630 

Pickard, Mr. Edward, account of, 672 

Piesley, Mrs. Ann, obituary of, 733 

Pine, Mr. his account of the Kent 
and Sussex Unitarian Association 


anniversary, 424 
Pipon, Captain, his account of the 
mutineers of the Bounty, 3 


Pitcairn’s Island, account of the 
mutineers of the Bounty in, 2. 


Description of, 4 
Pitt, William, parallel between, and 
Octavius Cesar, 24 


PLeseius on Yalden’s malignity to 
Milton, 87. On the education of 
the poor, 397 

Plymouth Meeting, its resolutions 
respecting the persecution of the 
French Protestants, 56 

POETRY, 39, 44, 106, 173, 241, 
295, 348, 415, 549, 614, 678. 


Definition of, 161 
Poets, on sceptical, 157, 217, 278, 
883, 508 
PoLyGLotTT on the Greek article, 644 
Poole’s New System of Education, 
review of, 285 
Poor, the, on the edueation of, 397 
Poor Jewry Lane Meeting-Homse, 
history of, 290, 342, 345, 650 
Pope, on the poetry of, 162 
** Popish Renderings,’’ 35. A Ro- 
man Catholics correction of, 199 


Porson, Professor, on, 407 


INDEX. 


Portrait, of Dr. Toulmin, 1. Effects 


of General Washington's, on some 
Indian chiefs, 

Portugal, editions of the Bible in, 

Povah, Mr. account of, 

Powell, Dr. Thomas Petter, obituary 
of, 299. Remarks ona passage in 
the obituary of, 335, 394, 

Prayers, short and long, 338. Dr. 
Estlin’s Collection of, 340, Ma- 
hometan opinion of, 

Preachers, a sermon to, 647. See 
Ministers. 

Preaching, on controversial, 584, 
704. On * evangelical,’’ 

Predestination, anecdote of, 

Pre-existence of Jesus Christ, on the, 
74, 

Presbyterian Association, in Ireland, 

Presbyterian Quarterly Meeting, 247, 

Presbyterians, origin of the English, 
236,290. Worsley on, 292. De- 
cline of, 413, 481, 670, 

Pressgangs, remarks on, 

Price, Dr. notices of, 345, 

Priesthood of Jesus Christ, on the, 
402, 

Priestley, Dr. on the persecutions of, 
196. Account of a visit to Birstal 
his birth place, 274. Sir G. Hill's 
attack on his character, 380. On 
his ill-treatment at Warwick, 592. 
On the doctrine of necessity, 607, 
608. Statement of his controversy 
with Bishop Horsley, 664, 

Priestley, Mr. Joshua, account of, 

Priestley’s Theological Works, on 
the intended edition of, 85. Mr. 
Rutt’s Proposals for publishing, 
86. Mr. Cordell on the proposed 
edition of, 386, 589. Mr. Rutt 
on, 470, 689,737. A Subscriber 
on, 521. T. H.on, 590. X. on, 

Priests, their ambition, 

Prior's Solomon, R. B. on & passage 
in, 

Property tax, onthe, 127. Petition 
against it, 185. Repealed, 186, 
Prophecy, review of Marsh’s Lectures 

on the interpretation of, 

Protest against the marriage cere- 
mony, 

Protestant Churches in France, ac- 
count of, 94, . 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers, their 
proceedings respecting the persecu- 
tion of the French Protestants, 45, 
115, 117, 179, 231, 304, 355— 

365, 

Protestants in France, on the persecu- 
tion of, 15, 38, 48—63, 115, 175, 
928, 303, 304, 355—365, 428. 
Persecution of, in 1755, 267. 
Cromwell’s policy with regard to 
them in 1685, 
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Protestant Society, its proceedings 
with regard to the persecution in 
France, 48, 116, 176. Duke of 
Wellington's letter to, 58, Re- 
marks on, 180, 231, 

Providence, Universal, 472. Dr. 
Smith on, 473. On, 580, 606. 
A remarkable, in the life of Crel- 
lus, 

Prussia, public affairs of, 127, 187, 
872, 

Pulpit eloquence, singular specimen 
of, 

Punishment, future, inconsistencies 
of writers on, 324, 460. Calvi- 
nistic doctrine of, 383, 509, Se- 
nex on, 513. Dr. Smith on, 475. 
On the doctrine of, 509, 568, 


Q. 


Quaker-creed, Mr. Foster on a cu- 
rious, 

Quakers, Mr. Foster on, 88, 153. 
Opinions of the early, 392, 595. 
Remarks on, 566, 

Quaker’s letter to Mr. Jefferson, 

Quarterly Review, its attack ou Uni- 
tarians, 


R. 


R.’s review of the Imperial and Royal 
French Almanacks, 94. Account 
of Dr. Bekker, 655, 

Racovian Catechism, Mr. Rees on the 
translation of it, 

Radcliffe, Ebenezer, account of, 345, 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, on the writings 
of, 

Rasp-House, beneficial effects of the 
Dutch, 

Ratcliff Monthly Meeting, Mr. Foster's 
letter to, 

R. B. on a passage in Prior’s Solomon, 
78. On the persecution of the 
French Protestants in 1755, 267. 
His account of the Theophilanthro- 
pists, 

R. )).'s account of the opening of the 
Unitarian Baptist Chapel at York, 

Reason in religion, Mr. Wordsworth’s 
abuse of, 217, (note). 

*« Recorder,” The, analysis of the 
work so called, 

Red-Cross-Street Library, Dr. Lind- 
say's oration at, 309. History of, 
376, On, 

Repin, Mr. on field-preaching, 

Rees, Mr. on his History of Unita- 
rianism and Translation of the Ra- 
covian Catechism, 

Reform, observations on, 335, 395, 

Reformation, the, jubilee of, 84. Al- 
legory on, 452. Free speech on 
the subject of, in 1530, 
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Reformer, anh Irish, 

Regeneration, Wesleyan doctrine of, 

Regent's, the, notice of the French 
Protestants, 

Religion, devotion, picty, sanctity, 
283. Recent prosecution of Hon, 
Mr. Noel for, 558. Prosecution of 
Mr. Newstead for, 624, 640- Mr. 
Jefferson's letter on, 

Restoration, universal, Dr. Smith on, 
474. On the doctrine of, 508, 581. 
On the argument from scripture 
for, 

Resurrection, the, V.M.H. on, 25. 
Credo on, 7b. 141. Difficulties on 
the subject of, 138. Dr. Adam 


Clarke on, 319. Allegory on, 338, « 


Revelation, its adaptation to the hu- 
man mind, 29. On, 441, 

Revenge, instanvtes of Highland, 

REVIEW, 36, 94, 161, 224, 285, 
340, 404, 472, 535, 597, 663, 

Revolution, the French, Mr. G. Sharp 
on, 337, 396. 

Reynolds, Mr. Richard, of Bristol, obi- 
tuary of, 554. Memoir of, 

Reynolds's view of death, a poem, 

Rheimish version, Mr. Bennett on, 

Righteousness, on imputed, 

Rimius’s Candid Narrative, &c. re- 
marks on, 65, 264, 390, 

R. L.'s remarks on Mr. Fox's argu- 
ment from Scripture for universal 
restoration, 

Robbers, anecdote of, 

Robinson, John, account of, 

Robinson Crusoe, on a passage in, 

Rogers, John, anecdote of, 

Romaine’s Sermon on the Self-exist- 
ence of Jesus Christ, reviewed, 170. 
Review of the Answer to, 

Roman Catholic, letter from one com- 
plaining of the Repository, 199. 
Remarks on, by Mr. Bennett, 

Roman Catholics, their resolutions at 
Newcastle respecting the persecu- 
tion of the French Protestants, 53. 
Address of their bishops to the 
Prince Regent, 118. On the re- 
ligious services of, 

Rom. v. 12, Dr. Chauncey’s para- 
phrase on, 70, 205, 331. viii. 28, 
explained, 

Rome, public affairs of, 301. Sin- 
gular convent at, 

Romilly, Sir Samuel, his speech on 
the persecution of the French Pro- 
testants, 357, 

Romney, Lord, his prosecution of 
Mr. Noel for religious worship, 

Rossendale, subscriptions to the Uni- 
tarian chapel at, 124, 493, 558. 
Proposed history of the rise, pro- 
gress and present state of Unitarian- 
ism at, 


On its effects, 404, - 
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Russia, expulsion of the Jesuits from, 
114, 126. Lines on the French 
campaign in, 

Rutt, Mr. on Dr. Doddridge’s ac- 

count of the Moravian brethren, 65. 

His proposals for publishing Dr, 
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